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Home Rule win 


Stephen Goodwm . 

Scotland stands poised to take 
it destiny in its own bands to- 
day and vote for Home Rule. 
The flippant remark 290 years 
ago by the Earl of Seafield as 
the Union ended Scotland's 
Last parliament, that "there's an 
. end to an auld sang” is about to 
be confounded. 

Donald Dewar, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, was yes- 
terday sufficiently confident of 
victory to stand with his tem- 
porary allies, the SNP and Lib- 
eral Democrats and cut a 
"Double Yes” cake. 

The "wedding cake” gesture 
and the atmosphere of the final 
appearance by the Scottish par- 
ty leaders after a 100-hour 
campaign blitz was almost tri- 
umpnalist. Glowing endorse- 
ments in the Scottish press and 
favourable opinion polls had aO- 
but erased jitters about secur- 
ing a dear mandate for a 
Parliament in today's referen- 
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dum. .... . 

Mr Dewar was stfll warning 
against complacency causing a 
low turnout. “The .terrible 
tragedy would be if people 
were to wake up oh Friday 
morning and find that someone 
had stolen their, ‘jeely piece’ 
[jam sandwich],” he said. But 
disinterest among the eleo-. 
lorate, rather than any impact 
by the “No” campaigners 


seemed Mr Dewar’s only real 
worry. 

The Tbry-dominated Think 
Twice campaign all but con- 
ceded defeat in an 31- tempered 
final press conference. Its chair- 
man, Donald Finlay, accused 
the Scottish media of waging 
"propaganda war” on behalf of 
the pro-devolutionists. Re- 
porting of the rampaign bad- 
been a disgrace, he said. 

The former Tory minister 
-Lord Fraser of Carrhylfie, the 
oiily politician of note to take 
an active role in -Think TWice, 
sounded equally bitter, protest- 
ing at the “intolerance” of the 
Home Rule parties, particular- 
ly the Labour Party. The way fig- 
ures such as Sir Bruce FattuUo, 
Governor of the Bank of Scot- 
land, had been excluded flora 
the debate should make people 
think twice about the new style 
of democracy being offered. 
Lord Fraser suggested 

Sir Bruce was the most 
prominent member of the fi- 
nancial community to -voice 
fears about the effect of devo- 
lution on Scotland's economy. 
However, the “No” campaign- 
ers appear to have made little 
headway, even over tie possi- 
bility of tax increases for Scots 
- the area regarded as the. 
Achilles’ heel of the referen- 
dum. - 

An ICM poll for the Scots- ' 

fiamentshould hav&tax varying 
powers, compared with 40 pet 
can against, hardly a ringing en- 
dorsement but notgreatly dif- 
ferent to befbrethe campaign 
hegam. Support for the- Orna- 
ment i»etf B TUnning at com- 
fortable three-to-cne en favour. . 
• Tbny Blair urged Scots to "go 
for it" and take responsibility for 
their own affairs. During the 
TQGrhotm campaign -tnmeated 
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Flying the flag: A supporter of demliitkri flying the Scottish Saltire Dri Edinburgh yesterday on the eve of today’s referendum 



ana, Princess of Wales - Mr Blair 
has concentrated on instilling 
confidence into the Scots to take 
charge of their own affairs. 


“Tb trust themselves. Tb hate 
confidence in their future and 
vote for a new and modem set- 
tiement for Scotland that allows 
the Scottish people to take de- 
cisions doser to them, doser to 
their own priorities. 

“They know they have gpt the 
assurance ton the Labour Par- 
ty cm tire tax-varying powers fix 


Scotland that we will not raise 
income tax for five years,” the 
Prime Minister said. 

Extraordinarily, Scots in ra- 
efio phone-ins and vox pops have 
been doubting whether 129 
politicians of good calibre could 
be found to fill the Edinburgh 
Parliament. But the message 
from the Prime Minirter and Mr 


Dewar for Scots to trust them- 
selves has taken root. 

Mr Dewar, who may well be 
not just the John the Baptist of 
the Scottish Parliament but be- 
come its Firet Minister, por- 
trayed the coalition for Home 
Rule as part of the new style of 
politics he hopes emerge in 
Edinburgh. 


‘Attitudes m 
first woman 


Snzanne Moore 

Angela Eagle, a junior envi- 
ronment minister and MP for. 
Whllascy, has become the first 
senior politician to crane out as 
a lesbian. ; 

In an exclusive interview with 
The Independent she said: “1 
have a long-term andverybap- 
py relationship — I happen to 
be with a woman." 

As the first woman politician 
at this level to come out as gay, 
Ms Eagle felt that the time was 
right to be open about her re- 
lationship- She has received, she 
says, huge support both from 
her family and the leadership of 
the Labour party “Tb be hon- 
est I didn't expect anything 
else. Attitudes have changed 
I think people are a lot more 
sensible than we- sometimes 
give them credit for'’.... 

“I think I've only been able 

. to cope with that because 1 have 


a very understanding family- My 
.. sister [Maria Eagle is Angela’s 
twin and also an MP], my broth- 
er an d my father, all of whom 
axe heterosexual, have just 

^^n^e^was elected in. 
-1992, Ms Eagle . was the 
‘ youngest member of the House 
and die and Maria are often ' 
mistaken for each other. 

Her decision to qome out 
now is for two reasons: to deal 
with it herself and “to gjet a han- 
dle on this job and make sure 
that I can do it properly. Now 
I am at the stage where I need 
to get things sorted so I can just 
concentrate on my work” . 

Seen by all her colleagues as 
• an extremely hard-woitang and 
talented politician, at 36 already 
- holding ministerial office, she 
-talked about the pressures on 
MPs trying io maintain a bal- 
ance between work and their 
personal , lives. “Should pob’ti- 





Angela Eagle: 1 think people are a lot more sensible than 
we give them credt for’ Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


dans be human beings? Isay yes 
we should be. I'd rather be gov- 
erned by human beings than 
perfect cardboard cut-outs”. 

Having always supportedgay ' 
rights, Ms Eagle has no desire 
to become solely a spokes-. 


woman for gay causes, 
expressing the view that her 
sexuality is just one aspect of 
“What I’m about 
■ Nor does she have any wish 
to drag her girlfriend to. official 
engagements. “My partner isac- 


says the 
> come out 

tualhr very busy with her own 
fife, 1 * she says. 

While other MPs are doubl- 
. less watching the reaction in 
order to judge whether they 
should be similarly honest, Ms 
Eagle says she has no idea 
about which other of the new in- 
take of women MPS may also be 
gay - I can’t even put all the 
names to faces yet, let alone 
speculate about their sexuality”. 

She doesn't feel that coming 
out will be in anyway a bar to 
promotion within the party. “I 
gpt no sense of that at all,” she- 
says, and she has decided that 
sensible than “the best option now is to just 
drew Buurman be open about it”. She has, she 
says, been lucky in having in 
gay causes, having a wonderfully support- 
view that her ive family. Coming out, she 
one aspect of hopes, will mean that she is un- 
it der less personal strain and 

have any wish can now just concentrate onget- 
iend to. official ting on with the job she loves, 
fy partner is ac- Interview; page 14 


“What k era oflfer is direct de- 
mocratic control over a large 
area of Scotland's domestic af- 
fairs ... that is a great improve- 
ment on what is at the moment 
a rather shop-soiled stale of af- 
fairs,” he said. 

Cutting the cake with Mr De- 
war was Alex Sahuond. leader 
of the Scottish National Party, 


QUICKLY 


dearly delighted that what he 
regards as the first step to in- 
dependence is about to be tak- 
en, and Jim W&llace, Leader of 
the Scottish Liberal Democrats. 

The Treasury would, report- 
edly, shed few tears if there was 
a “No” vote on tax powers. If 
it was combined with a tow over- 
all turnout, there would be 


Photograph: Ian Waldie/Reuters 

pressure on the Government to 
rethink the whole devolution ex- 
ercise. 

However, that looks unlike- 
ly to be the outcome and Scots 
are set to seize their new des- 
tiny 700 years to the day after 
William “Braveheart" Wallace 
defeated the English at the 
Battle of Stirling Bridge. 


ALFRED DUNHILL 


Union leaders help to break ‘race’ strike 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 

One of Britain's biggest unions 
is working to bitaka threatened- 
strike at Fold by lony drivers 
determined to defend an al- 
legedly racist recruitment sys- 
tem. -■ ■ - - 

Leaders of truck fleet em- 
ployees at Dagenham. Essex, 
the most powerful group of 
workers in the company, have 
decided to hold a strike ballot, 
which the Transport and Gen- 
era] Vforkerf Union has vo^ 

to undermine.. , . ... - 

A walkout by the. driver? 
who ferry parts bctweenFbrd s 


lants'. would bring Ford's 


in hows and cause other fac- 
tories in Western Europe to shut 
within days. ... 

The truck fleet workers are 
angry over an agreement be- 
tween the union and manage-, 
ment to introduce an 
. independent dement info the 
- selection "procedure for their 
£30,000* vear jobs. The system 
is due to be introduced next 
Monday.. . . . . • 

... WhiletitepropCHtionofenj- 
nic nffibrity. workers rathe 

<wain factories acD age nha m is 
betwral40andalpisrcmai»te. 
‘ proportion rrocfcitee&s 


around -two per cent. - 
The Independent, under- 
stands that with the knowledge 
and agreement of the onion, 
management has asked the 
transport company TNT to de- 
liver the essential parts if there 
is industrial action. Speaking at 
the TUC's Congress in 
Brighton, Bob Purkjss* Na- 
tional Officer for Equality in the 
TGWU, said the union would 
cooperate with .the company's 
Jong-cherished aim of con- 
tracting out its transport oper- 
ation. 

" The 300 drivers involved 
“have left the 900,000-strong 
TCWU and joined she 15,000- 


meanber United Road Transport 
Union. Mr. Purkiss said that the 
TGWU was not prepared to tol- 
erate highly-damaging disrup- 
tion. “We have bent over 
backwards to allow people to 
come to terms with the change, 
but h seems they are not pre-: 
pared to do so.” 

Union convenors from most 
of foe main Ford plants- in 
Britain were last night at- 
tempting to persuade drivers* 
representatives to think again. 
.David Higgmbottom, of. the 
smaller union, said the transport 
- union generally had a Tow per- 
. centage of employees from eth- 
nic minorities. 
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Criminal action for negligence 
may be taken against the Rilz 
hotel in Paris following confir- 
mation that Henri Paul, the 
driver of the car in which Diana, 
Princess of 'Whies died, had tak- 
en two anti-depressant pre- 
scription drugs, as wed as a large 
amount of alcohol. Page 3 

Albright’s firm stance 

Madeleine Albright told Pales- 
tinians to take firm action 
against terrorism and laud to 
stick to peace deals on the first 
day of her visit to the Middle 
East. Page 11 
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Blunkett gives parents 
red light to complain 


Parents should be able to ring the Department for Education to 
complain ahuui their children's schools. David Blunkett. the 


Secretary ol State for Education said yesterday. His suggestion, 
made at the second of seven regional conferences on ifie 
Government s schools white Paper, was immediatclv attacked by 
hcadLcachcr* as "extremely unhelpful and dangerous". 

Mr Blunkett said outside the London conference that he was 
linking at ways in which parents could contact his department's 

sumdurds and effectiveness unit if thev wen? concerned about 


standards and cffccliveness unit if they were concerned about 
schools. Bui David HarL of the National Association of Head 
Teacher" said: “It Is wholly wrong to encourage parents to 
complain to government departments when there are perfectly 
wcN-estaWished procedures at local level." Judith Judd 


Burke survives hairy inquisition 


" ’ Ireland's foreign minister 

Ray Burke, who is leading 
Dublin's team in next 
week s Northern Ireland 
talks has survived a Dail 
grilling on why he was paid 
£30.000 in cash from a 
builder during the 1984 
general election. 

Mr Burke tleft 1 said “no 
strings were attached" to the 
gift, but evaded Opposition 

■™ . inquiries on whether he took 

jwL jS eight years ago. His survival 

is critical for Lhe Taoiseach. 

Bertie Ahem, whose 

judgement in appointing him in June after a private FTanna Fail party 
inquiry into the gift was also on trial. Alan Murdoch 



Rugby star cleared of sex assault 


The former England rugby star John Hall was yesterday cleared of 
groping a female student Mr Hall, who was capped 21 times for 
his country, was* accused of pushing his hand down the 24-year-old 
woman's trousers and touching her bottom during a celebration 
night out. A jury at Bristol Crown Court look just 35 minutes to 
clear him of indecent assault. 


Royal Academy denies Hirst claims 


The Royal Academy last night denied ever offering membership to 
the artist Damien Hirst who had claimed he turned it down 
denouncing the august body as a “big. fat stuffy institution". A 
spokesman for the RA. whose latest show. Sensation, opens next 
week and will include some works by Hirst, 33 said: "He has not 
been offered a Royal Academiciaaship either informally or 
formally by anyone at the Royal Academy." Kim Sengupta 


Connoisseur puts wine cellar on sale 


The world's largest private wine cellar is to go under the hammer 
at Christie's in London. The 19,000 bottles are expected to raise 
15 m at the sale on IS and 19 September. 
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Freedom warrior: Steve Biko, whose killing prompted an international outrage against the 
South African regime, 'went wild' in custody, according to former Major Harold Snyman 




‘farcical’ story on Bik) killing 


■^" iventy years after the death in detention of black 
I consciousness leader Steve Biko, five former se- 
1 curitypoSconen yesterday asked the Tmth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission for amnesty for killing him. 

In a hushed and packed hall in a Port Elizabeth town- 
hip, former major Harold Snyman, 69, who ted the fi- 
al interrogation of one of the antiHapartheid^truggte's 
greatest sons, admitted the policemen had lied to a 1977 
nquest into Biko's death, which concluded the death 
was accidental. 

Mr Snyman said that after receiving head injuries dur- 
ng questioning, Biko, naked and sleep-deprived, did not 
receive immediate medical help as had been claimed, 
mgh Biko collapsed and his speech was slurred, of- 
rs shackled him by his hands and feet in standing 
osition to a metal grille where he remained for an en- 
re day “to break down his resistance* 1 . 

It wa& another day before he received medical treat- 
ment Even when surgeon Ivor Lang finally examined 
lim he decided Biko was shamming- and sent him to 
his cell. Three days later Biko was found lying on the 
or frothing at the mouth. He was then flung In the back 
a police Land Rover, still naked and In chains, for a 
rtJO-miletrip from Port Elizabeth to Pretoria Prison Hos- 
pital where he died on 12 September of brain damage. 

But despite yesterday's testimony, Mr Snyman stuck 
in essence to his incredible inquest story; Steve Biko 
lied because five white security policemen had to fight 
D defend themselves against one black activist who “went 
nrild" because he did not want to stand for questioning. 

Yesterday, lawyer George Bizos, who represented 
Siko's family at the 1970s inquest - condemned as a 
state-sanctioned whitewash - said the policemen were 
still not making full disclosure and that their actions were 
not politically motivated. The men need to establish both 
» be granted amnesty by the TRC, the independent body 


which is working to expose apartheid-era atrocities bj 
offering indemnity in exchange for truth. ' 

Donald Woods, the Soutii African journalist who 
friended Biko and was a central character in C/y f 
dom, Sir Richard Attenborough's 1967 cinematic tri 
to the black consciousness leader, said yesterday 
if the police officers stuck to the inquest line “it wou 
be a farce”. Gideon Nieuwoudt, former police serge 
and convicted murderer who is also applying 
amnesty for Biko's death, has already been accused tins 
week of making a mockery of the troth and reconcilia- 
tion process. The former activist, Mfdiuseti Jack, says 
that while he wifi not oppose Nieuwoudfs appljeati 
for torturing him, Nieuwoudfs claim that it only happen _ 
once is a blatant lie. 

* The Biko family has opposed 
the way. Last year Biko's widows Msfld, andAhe t 
lies of other murdered activists challenged me eg 
tutionafity of the TRC in the country 1 ? .highest court 
argued that the Commission, a fomdalton for r 
Africa's transition to black majority rule, was a v 
for political expediency and robbed them of their . _ 
to justice. Once amnesty is granted all civil and crir 
nal action against perpetrators is ruled ouL 

Even the TRC’s staunchest supporters understand 
anger of famflies like the Bikos. In September 1 977, wh 
Mrs Biko struggled with her loss, National Party mini 
ter Jimmy Kruger was entertaining an NP congress with 
jokes about Biko's death. Mr Kruger at first claimed Bike 
had died on hunger strike. The delegates spirt their side: 
when he said South Africa was so democratic that pris- 
oners had the democratic right to starve themselves tc 
death. 

The amnesty applications of Mr Snyman, Mr Nieuwood 
and former captain Daniel Siebert and warrant officers 
Jacobus Beneke and Rubin Marx continue today. 


Jill Dando switches 
channels to present 
music awards 


Surrogate child 
ruled an orphan 


The TV personality, Jill Dando. is to 
present The Gramophone Awards on 
(TV, the first time in their 20-year histo- 
ry that the premier classical music 
awards have been given their own tele- 
vision show. Dando, who is a BBC pre- 
senter. had to be given special 
permission to be allowed to appear on 
the show on 28 October, which is be- 
ing mounted by Carlton Television. 
While The Brits and the Mercury Music 
Prize receive prime time TV coverage, 
this will be the first time that classical 
music gets a glitzy IV awards show. The 
ceremony itself will be at London's 
Alexandra Palace on Monday 27 Octo- 
ber, and Luciano Pavarotti will be mak- 
ing a guest appearance. 

Chris Pollard, editorial director or 
Gramophone Magazine said: "We are 
delighted that at last the awards wifi be 
gaining a mass audience. ITV has 
recognised the broadcast potential of 
this event and its coverage will give a 
major boost to the classical music in- 
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dustry. The broadcast will give fans a 
chance to see their musical heroes and 
also introduce them to a whale new au- 
dience. I really feel that a lot of pre- 
conceptions about the world of classical 
music and the artists that inhabit it will 
be altered on 28 October." 

Former recipients of the Gramophone 
awards include Pavarotti, Carreras, Kiri 
Te Kanawa and Nigel Kennedy. 


A California toddler, Jaycee 
| Louise Buzzanca, was con- 
ceived for cash by a surrogate 
mother using egg and sperm 
I from donor banks. Now she has 
been ruled legally parentless af- 
ter what an appeals court 
called the “most extraordinary” 
surrogacy case. 

John and Luanna Buzzanca 
hired a surrogate mum in 1994 
to carry Jaycee to term. But one 
month before the child was 
bom, John Buzzanca filed for 
divorce. His lawyers argued 
that Jaycee was not a “child of 
the marriage" 1 under existing 
family law. Orange County 
Judge Robert Monarch agreed. 

He ruled Mr Buzzanca. had no 
financial responsibility for two- 
y ear-old Jaycee. And while Mrs 
Buzzanca has custody of the 
child, Judge Monarch said she 
was “not entitled to be de- 
clared the legal mother at this 
time." 


Science Museum buys Warhol’s Old Sparky 


An electric chair once owned by pop 
artist Andy Warhol yesterday sold 
at auction for £4,800. In a few min- 
utes brisk and tense bidding, Lon- 
don's Science Museum secured 
the chair over an anonymous tele- 
phone bidder from California in the 
sale at Bristol Auction Rooms. 

The all-steel chair was once 
owned by California's Department 
of Penai Correction, it was the main 
item in more than 30 lots of pop art 
memorabilia associated with 
Warhol. It had a guide price of 
E2.000-E4.000. 

The 6l-year-old chair was in the 
prison system, including the infa- 
mous Alcatraz, St Quentin and Chi- 
no. Its role was more of a visual 
deterrent than of lethal purpose. 

Warner Bros used it as a film prop 
in the fifties. It featured in Inside the 
Walls of Folsom Prison, Crime- 
wave, and Alfred Hitchcock’s 1 Con- 



fess. 

Warhol acquired it later and was 
said to have used it to watch hor- 
ror films at home. His associate, 
Pietro Psaier, included it in a 1970s 
joint exhibition of their work when 
it was christened Rest in Peace: Pax. 

Two frock-coated characters from 


the London Dungeon Museum of 
Horrors - Mr Death and his assis- 
tant - had hoped to bid for the chair, 
with their bidding card appropriately 
numbered 666. 

But Mr Death - Peter Osborne, 29 
- never got a bid in as his top price 
of £4,000 was the starting point for 
the bidding. 

Science Museum curator, Neli 
Brown, said that it was hoped to ex- 
hibit the Warhol char within six to 
ten months in the medical collection. 

He said: “We understand it was 
used in at least one American in- 
stitution for executions, it is part of 
history and the Science Museum 
deals not only with the nice things 
but the nasty bits as well. And the 
electric chair was certainly one of 
the nasty bits." 

Some American states stiff rely on 
an electric chair for their 
executions. 
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MEDICINE 


Genetic breakthrough could 


lead to cancer cure 


American scientists said yesterday that a gene similar to one 
blamed for many types of cancer could open up a new way of 
attacking the killer disease. _ 

William Kaelin Jr and researchers al the Dana Farwer Cancer. 
Institute and Harvard Medical School in Boston, Massachusetts 
examined the properties of “p73*\ a gene which is a dose cousin lo 
the tumour-suppressor gene p53, linked to more than ?0 per cent 
of all cancer cases. When p53, the most important suppressor gene 
known, fe mutated or not working, tumours can develop. 

In a report in the scientific journal Nature, Mr Kaolin said that 
p73 can mimic the work of p53 - inducing cancer cells to die. “Out 
study shows dial in principle there is actually another gene which is 
very similar to p53 and which could perform the. functions normally 
performed by p53.' < 

Mr Kaelin said that one of the reasons cancer cells don t die, and 
with a lot of genetic damage they should, is because they were 

smart enough to inactivate p53 which would ordinarily induce the . 
damaged cells to commit suicide. “What our study shows is that 
when you activate this unknown53 homologue. p73. it will likewise " 
induce cancer to undergo cell death." 

The discovery of what p73 could lead to the development of new 
drugs that would activate the expression of the p73 gene, which so 
far does noL appear to be frequently mutated in human cancer. 

“You may have a copy of the p53-like gene thuL is in a, somewhat 
dormant state that could then be activated by a drug." Mr Kaelin 
said. “Our study shows that if you did induce the expression of p73 
in a cancer cull you could reasonably expect that the cell would - 
undergo cell suicide." 


TRANSPORT 


Call for user-friendly bus service 


A green transport group yesterday called for “door-to-door bus 
services” as a way to cut car usage. A national public transport 
information service should also be set up, said Transport 2000. " 
The group also said tickets should be valid on all public transport 
in every British city in a report entitled Blueprint for Quality Public 
Transport. 

Transport 2000 said there were five major barriers to wider use 
of public transport. There was no public transport at all for the 
routes people wanted to travel .There was poor or no, in formation 
about what services were available. 

In addition, poor public transport was much slower than car . 
travel; people with children, or (Usabilities, had trouble using 
public transport. There was also a general unwillingness to use-it 
through ignorance or previous bad experiences, it was c l a i m ed. _• 

The report called, along other tilings, for old rail lines to bere- 
opened, more bus lanes, cheaper fares especially for groups and 1 -■ 
families and “train taxi” tickets which buy a taxi ride from rail u. 
stations to the traveller's home. 

“People have been talking about an integrated public transport 
system for years. Now we’ve shown that it’s possible and what it -: 
means in practice," said Transport 2000’s director, Stephen . 
Joseph. He went om “Quality public transport will attract people 
out of their cars, especially if it’s combined with other measures.” 


TECHNOLOGY 


Hitler speaks from beyond the grave 


Adolf Hitler and Winston Churchill's voices have been resurrected^ 
from rare recordings with die feather-light touch of an optical -- 

stylus invented by Swiss researchers. 

The stylus, developed by Philippe Robert and colleagues at the 
Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne, relies on a single . _ . 
optical Tib re a thousand times'lighter than a conventional diamond" 
needle. It can now play ageing 78 rpm discs and cylinders that were 
trfo fragile or damaged to play. ’ 

Some cylinders were so delicate 
they could only be played once. The 
weight of the hard needle had also 
worn away the groove because the 
discs were too soft. ' 


Bui Robert told New Scientisr. "We 
have played many times soft wav 
discs which can usually only be 
played once or twice. We have 
listened to speeches by wartime 
leaders such as Churchill. Roosevelt 
and Hitler. We were particularly 
charmed by a broadcast by the then 
Princess Elizabeth made for the BBC 
on her 14th birthday.’' 



CRIME 


Britain tops vandalism league 


British households suffer the worst problems of crime and 
vandalism in the European Union, according to a survey published 
yesterday. 

One in three families said crime and vandalism were a problem 
in their area compared with an EU-wide average of just one in five. 

This was British households biggest complaint about where ihey 
live. Noise is the second most senous problem in Britain - cited by 
22 per cent of households - followed by Jack of space 121 per cent) 
and pollution (16 per cent). 

Only Spain and France appear to face a similar problem with 
crime and vandalism, where a quarter of households complained 
about it. German and Greek households reported having the least 
trouble. 

A fifth of British householders and a third of rent payers said 
they found it hard lo pay the mortgage, laves, heating and other 
housing costs. 

Noise, from neighbours or lhe streeu was the must common 
complaint across the EU - riled by 27 per cent of households - 
particularly in Spain. Italy and Germany 

Irish householders seem to be the most contented of all with 
complaints below average in every area. 

But 6 per cent had no hot running water, 5 per cent had no 
bathroom or shower and 4 per cent no inside toilet - problems 
virtually wiped out in Britain where just 1 per cent have no 
bathroom or shower. 

The findings are based on a survey of 60.500 households in 1994 
covering the 12 countries, which were members of the European 
Union al the time. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% 
of lhe raw material for UK 
newspapers in 1996 
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Claries Arthur 

Science Editor 

Jf you know somebody who 
has bad a child after her 40th 
binhday, you may have met a 
future centenarian. Scientists 
have discovered that bearing a 
baby in the fifth decade of life 
is a strong indicator that a 
woman has anti-ageing genes 
wtnchwifl hdp her reach the age 


news 


children late and live longer 


The result could lead to- 
wards the identification of the 
estimated 8,000-add genes 
which slow down the natural 
process of ageings It also pro- 
vides support for research sug- 
gesting ■ -that ■ hormone 
replacement therapy after the 
menopause will also help extend 
a woman's life. 

According to an American 
study comparing , a group of 
women born in 1896 who 


reached 100 with others bom in 
the same year who died aged 73, 
the centenarians were much 
more likely to have had a child 
in thearforties than those who 
died at a “normal* age. 

However, women seeking to 
fivelongCT should not rush into 

bank). His not the act of^hav^ 
ing a child after 40 which leads 
to a congratulatory royal 
tefegram 60 years later. The ley 


factor is the genes that the 
child’s mother was bom with. 
Having the baby does not con- 
fer die genes. 

Bor t& women bam in 1896, 
successfully bearing a child dur- 
ing a lOryear period which in- 
cluded the Second World War 
indicated that nature had en- 
dowed them with the ideal 
generic makeup for a long 

Thomas Peris, who carried 


out the research ar the geron- 
tology division of the Harvard 
Medical School, said .yester- 
day. “It helps the result that 
none of them would have had 
artificial oestrogen therapy, so 
we know what we're seeing was 
generic.” 

The rese ar ch, published to- 
day in the science journal Na- 
ture, adds to the confusing 
scientific literature whicb 
women can weigh up when try 


urn to decide at what age -if at 
all- to have children. 

Previously, research has 
demonstrated that the younger 
a woman is when she has her 
first child, the less likely she is 
to develop breast cancer during 
her life.. The effect may be due 
to the growth of the breasts dur- 
ingpregnancy. 

Plentiful evidence also shows 
that die older the mother, the 
more likely it is the embryo w!U 


suffer from a genetic defect such 
as Down’s syndrome. That is 
thought to be because the eggs 
accumulate genetic damage. 

Because *the longer-lived 
women went through 
menopause later, the result 
suggests that the oestrogen 
their bodies produced also 
helped them survive longer, 
avoiding age-related diseases 
like Afefaenner’s. 

Dr Peris is now following up 


the work by studying the chil- 
dren of the women ton the re- 
search group, and also looking 
for families where there are two 
or more siblings aged over 90. 

By comparing Wood sam- 
ples, be hopes to find long 
stretches of DNA which repre- 
sent “the city in which the anti- 
aging genes have their home". 
After that, he hopes to find the 
genes responsible - though it 
may be the work of a lifetime. 
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Under-cover, up-front: The traditional image of Van Eyck's The Amotfinl Marriage co n trasts sharply with the magazine’s radical vision 


ihegrai 



Frank and fearless: A heavily pregnant model wears the latest creations from 
designers Sonia Rykiel, Belle Aura and Ghost - - . • Photograph: John Akehurst 
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Some charities raised fears yes- 
terday that they could be hit fir 
naneialty if members of the 
public simply divert their dona- 
lions to the fund set up in mem- 
ory of Diana, Princess of Wales. 

Action Research, a medical 
research charity for serious dis- 
abling diseases, was the first to 
plead for donations to the fund 
to be made m addition to ex- 
isting charitable gifts. - 

Anne Lutiier, its director- 
general, said that at least one - 
supporter, who runs, the 
marathon, had already switched 
allegiance. It was clear that 
some who had previously 
pledged their su pporr in Action 
Research wanted to redirect 
their funds to be associated with 

a suitable memorial to the work . 
which Diana had accomplished. 

Ritz fat 
over 

John Uchlield 

Paris • . • , 

Criminal action for negligence 
may be taken acamst the Ritz 
hold in Paris following confir- 
mation that Diana, Princess of 
Wales, was driven to her death 
bv a man who had consumed 
large quantities of drink and two 
mind-calming prescription 

df £ri Paul, 41. deputy head 
of security at the Rte. tad 
moreihan three timesthe legal 
level of alcohol infos blood, ac- 
cording to new tests, including 
a fail-safe test suggested hy a 
British pathologist retained by- . 
the Fayed fexoiJv. 

Mr Paul bad also taken a sub- ... 

stnntisti dose of. Prozac, the 
anti -depressant .drug, and a 
small amount of Tbpndak a- ■ 


But Mis Luther said: “I can- 
not believe that it would have 
been Diana’s wish that the 
charities she espoused should 
benefit at the expense of other 
good causes: rather that we 
should all be prepared to go the 
extra mfie.” 

Action Research was not a 
charity with which Diana had 
been associated, but its work 
“underpins much of what the 
Princess chose to face so com- 
passionately”. It had cancelled 
madrafeing events last Saturday 
“oubof our deepest Ttspecxr. 

. But,, while -the fears might 
prove groundless, Mrs Luther 
said that if several hundred 
people wbo traditionally gave 
£10 or £20 did sot do so, that 
would be a problem. . 

Bany Brooking, chief exee- 
. utive of the Paridnson’s Disease 
Society, which Diana support- 


ed until her divorce, said Action 
Research bad raised an impor- 
tant point and was brave to do 
so at such a sensitive time. 

^ It w as vital for charities like 
Par fcBi son’sto maintain t foti r in- 
come to be able to cany but 
tbeir work. “There is a finite 
amount of money which is avails 
able to charities.” 

Details of the memorial fond 
were yet to be confirmed, al- 
though it seemed probable that 
the six charities of which Diana 
was patron would benefit, as 
well as perhaps the 100 or so 
moie winch she becked until her 
divorce. 'Mr Brooking said he 
could understand the fears of 
other charities. “This could 
mean there is less in the pot . 
But knowing Diana, she 
wouldn’t want an imbalance.” 

Derek Bodell, . of the Na- 
tional Aids Trust, one of the six 


drag sometimes, prescribed to 
calm people who have taken ex- 
cessive amounts of alcohol. 
Medical experts disagreed 


up to a dangerous cocktail 
which might, in itself; have led 
Mr Paul to lose control of the 
car before it crashed into the 
concrete pillar of the Pros road 
tunnel But they agreed that the 
quantity of alcohol involved - 
equivalent to at least a bottle of 
wine - was enough alone to 
doud his judgement and dam- 
age his peripheral visi on.. 

Sources dose to the criminal 
investigation of the accident, 
which also killed Mr Paul tod 
Diana’s companion^ ‘ Dodi 
Hived, trfld the french pressyes- 
reraaylhat MrPauTs comfition 
was now regarded as -the prior- 

opal rouse of the crash- jsfgi 


said investigation would con- 
tinue into the contributing role 

Of the paparazzi photographers, 
who bad been pursuing the 
Princess’s party on motorcy- 
cles. Nine photographers and a 
motorbike dispatch rider face 
possible diOTpeg of manslaugh- 
ter, recklessly causing injury 
and faffin g to assist persons in 
danger. • 

But the sources also told Le 
Figaro and Agence Rrance- 
Press that that the two investi- 
gating magistrates leading the 
inquiry were considering legal 
proceedings against Mr Paul’s 
employers, the Ritz bOteL The 

• sources said senior manag e rs at 
' the Ritz- owned by DodPsfa- 
- ther, Mohammed A1 Kryed - 

could be placed under formal- 

• examination for . ‘‘negligence*’ 
: and “placing fives in danger”. 


■egnant witn meaning - or 
a slight on motherhood? 


Lkuk lift... ,gt 

jojo Rvoycs 


The female form bas been 
among the most celebrated im- 
ages of our cultural heritage - 
as long as it isn’t pregnant. . 

Ask anyone to list well- 
known depictions of pregnan- 
cy, and they will be lucky to 
come up with a handful The 
stomach, swollen with child, is 
a rrire sight in even “enlight- 
ened” 20th-century culture. 

' TheSm actress Dean Moore 
caused a controversy when, 
heavfly pregnant, she appeared 
nude on flic cover of Vanity Fair 
magazine. - Piero della 
ftancesca’s Madonna del Farto 
unusually shows a Madonna 
heavily with Child rather than 
Madonna and Child, 

But these are rare examples; 
the National Galleiy in London, 
for example, could not come up. 
with a single artistic represen- 
tation of pregnancy yesterday. 

According to a spokes- 
woman, the example most com- 
monly believed' to depict 


charities which the Princess 
continued, to support, said it be- 
lieved that the distribution of 
the fund would have to reflect 
the totality of her interests. 

“It doesn't serve anyone’s in - 1 
terests if so much money goes 
in one direction that other good 
causes and charitable, activi- 
ties, not linked with Princess Di- 
ana, suffer.” 

Tbny Manwaiing, from NCH 
Action for Children, said: “Far 
now, it’s important that the 
public continue to give. The re- 
sounding popular response to 
Diana’s; charitable works is 
clearly a restatement of the 
values nf helping charities.” 

Lmdsdy Bose, of the Na- 
tional Council of Voluntary Or- 
ganisations, said“We would 
encourage people to continue 
imheir normal course of giving 
in nd diti on to tins fund.” I 


Such a legal action might be jus- 
tified, the sources said, on two 
counts: that the hotel should 
have been aware of Mr Paul’s 
physical condition; and that it 
should have known that he did 
not bold the special licence 
needed to drive a laige^pow- 
erful limousine in Pans. Thirty 
detectives are still working on 
the case; over 100 witnesses 
have been interviewed, includ- 
ing 30 people wbo were at the 
Ritz before Diana’s party left. 

Le Ptuisien newspaper yes- 
terday reported that Diana had 
saida few words to emergency 
TOtterc while trapped m the car 
. a few minutes aftertite accident. 
Unnamed sourees in the Paris 
emergency services told the 
newspaper that Dana had said, 
several times: ’“Oh my God 
and “Leave me alone”. 


impending motherhood - Van 
Eyck's The Arnolfini Marriage 
-showed nothing moretban the 
fashion for heavily gathered 
high waistbands. 

In an effort to combat this 
ambivalence - or perhaps as an 
effective sales gimmick -Frank, 
a new “alternative” magazine 
for women, decided to use 
three heavDy pregnant models 
to illustrate a fashion shoot. . 

The feature, entitled: “Eight- 
and-a-hal£ It's a miracle, not a 
dress size” shows the models' 
stomachs protruding between 
their clothes, bare flesh visible. 
They could not be more differ- 
ent from the demmety pregnant 
women blooming between the 
pages of mother-and-baby mag- 
azines, or maternity catalogues. 


But this alternative approach 
is not without controversy. 
Frank's editor, Tina Gaudoin, 
said yesterday she was “dis- 
gusted” by the foot that readers 
- both men and women - had 
contacted them to complain 
about the images, one even 
describing them as “grotesque”. 

“The modem wrenan doesn’t 
reg a rd p regnancy as a different 
state; a special state, perhaps, 
but she still has to live her life. 
So we wanted to integrate it into 
the mainstream to illustrate 
the fact that it’s very beautiful 
and to say you don't have to cov- 
er it up,” said Ms Gaudoin, her- 
self a mother. 

. “When you think of the 
things that can be reproduced 
without men batting an eyelid 


... that someone could call this 
grotesque! Well, I don’t care if 
people find it offensive, be- 
cause it's incredibly beautiful. 
They should get used to it.” 

On /Tank's pages, they may 
have to. Ms Gaudoin says that 
expectant mothers will feature 
again. “It won’t be a regular fea- 
ture, but these dothes aren’t' 
pregnancy clothes, so there’s no 
reason why we wouldn’t do 
women in different states of 
pregnancy," she said. 

“An extremely high percent- 
age of women get pregnant; it’s 
a state most of us go through. 
If you can’t see it openly in a 
magazine then you have a prob- 
lem. The fact that women 
could complain about these 
images I find incredibly sad.” 


The pregnant form, it seems, 
still provokes equivocal feeling 
Two years ago, a schoolgirl 
artist in Aberdeen caused a 
storm when her painting of a 
nude pregnant woman went on 
public display, with female staff 
demanding that it be taken 
down. 

Her headmaster said: “Opin- 
ion was expressed that this 
shouldn't be shown in the main 
corridor of a school.” 

With an increasing number of 
models and actresses now 
proud to record their bumps on 
celluloid, perhaps a new gen- 
eration will find the images 
less disturbing. As the sixth-form 
artist said afterwards: They are 
so behind the times. I thought 
their reaction was quite fanny.” 
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Conformists won’t like the new Peugeot special wheel trims will certainly do little petrol engine will flummox even the most 
6 Independence. to appease them. broad-minded of them. 

With the XN model they’ll find its ]_ YEAR’S And the en9ine immobiliser will be And at the drive away price of £7,795, f 


choice of Indigo Blue or Shannon |T considered altogether too liberating. they will doubtless suspect a catch. But 

Green colours disturbingly different. INSURANCE' As will the special cloth trim and enough about conformists. If you would like 
On the outside, the special badging, the stereo radio cassette. more information call 0345 106 106* or visit 

characteristic tilting glass sunroof and Furthermore, the advanced 1.1 litre your local Peugeot dealer. «f|£2 
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US suspends 
deportation of 


David Usbome 

New York 

David McKittricfc 

Belfast 

In a highly unusual departure 
from its own rules, the United 
Slates government has sus- 
pended deportation proceed- 
ings against six Irish nationals 
previously imprisoned for ter- 
rorist activities connected with 
the IRA. 

The move, which could come 
hack to haunt Washington in 
de aling with immi grants from 
other countries like Mexico, 
was portrayed by officials as a 
gesture towards assisting the 
Northern Ireland peace process. 

The six, all of whom have 
completed their prison terms, 
were hieing deportation back to 
Lhe UK or Ireland because of 
misleading statements made to 
immigration officials on talcing 
up residence in the US. Specif- 
ically. they failed to own up to 
their past criminal convictions. 

While the Attorney General, 
Janet Reno, issued the instruc- 
tion for the cases to be dropped, 
the impetus for it came from the 
Secretary of State , Madeleine 


Albright In a statement, Ms Al- 
bright said she hoped the move 
would advance the goal of **a' 
lasting, overall settlement in 
Northern Ireland”. 

On his recent visit to Wash- 
ington, Gerry Adams, the Sinn 
item leader, is believed to raised 
the cases of the six men with the 
US government. Sinn Fein also 
sought assurances from the US 
on the issue even earlier when 
the IRA was considering a re- 
newed ceasefire. 

British officials meanwhile 
underscored that the move 
would have no bearing on ex- 
tradition cases against three 
ERA fugitives currently pending 
in San Francisco. Those, they 
said, were governed by in- 
ternational extradition treaties, 
not by domestic laws. 

The decision prompted .a 
news conference by 14 members 
of the US Congress at which Joe 
Kennedy, of Massachusetts, 
said the six' never considered 
themselves as criminals. “It 
was, in fact, politics, not crim- 
inality,” that led to their im- 
prisonment, he said. 

There was jubilation, mean- 
while, for the six involved, five 


of whom live in New York City 
area. They are Robert McEar- 
lean, Matthew Morrison, 
Gabriel Megahey, Brian Fear- 
son. Noel Gaynor and Gerald 
McDade. “1 think it's fantastic,” 
Mr Pearson said_*Tt's a step by 
the Administration in the right 
(Erection of what’s happening in 
Northern Ireland.” 

The move was welcomed by 
the Dublin government, which 
described h as “further evi- 
dence of confidence-building 

measures.” bat was conde mne d 
by Unionist politicians. 

Ulster Unionist security 
spokesman Ken Magtnnis MP 
said: “It would be a very naive 
individual who did not see this 
as part "of a trilateral conspira- 
cy between three governments 
who are determined to pay 
whatever price it takes to ensure 
that the IRA comes to the con- 
ference table.” 

Democratic 1 Unionist MP te-‘ 
ter Robinson declared: “The 
irony of this latest sop to IRA 
terrorists stands out in stark con- 
trast to the United States 1 atti- 
tude to its own terrorists. For 
them the electric chair or life im- 
prisonment awaits.” 


Unionists are split over 
seat at peace table 


David McKittrick, Ireland 
correspondent 

The Unionist population may 
he split down the middle on the 
question of whether the leader 
of the Ulster Unionist's, David 
Trimble should sit at the table 
with Sinn Fein when talks open 
in Belfast on Monday. 

A poll carried out by BBC 
Northern Ireland's Hearts and 
Minds television programme 
found that just over 50 per 
cent of Unionists wanted their 
leaders to negotiate face to 
face with Sinn Fein. Just under 
50 per cent were against. 

Mr Trimble yesterday met: 


Tony Blair in Downing Street, 
apparently seeking last-minute 
concessions which might ease 
his party’s dilemma over the 
talks. The poll indicates how 
delicate the Ulster Unionist 
party’s position is as it con- 
templates whether to go into ne- 
gotiations. 

Mr Trimble was unwilling to 
comment later on whether bis 
panywasDOwIikely to take part 
in the talks.“We stressed to 
him the need for the Govern- . 
meat to ad against the situation 
where over recent weeks we 
have seen what could be called 
a tidal wave of republican tri- 
umphalism.” he said. 


The discussion had focussed 
on the need for confidence- 
building measures to reassure 
the Unionist community that 
there would be due regard to 
“basic democratic principles 
and the objective of ensuring 
genuine peace,” he added. 

■fThe government has cir- 
culated the names of a number 
ofpeopiewhomay make up the 
international commission on 
arms decommissioning which 
w&Ptwpartofthetaficsprocess.- 
Among the possibilities are 
'DooM-*Jokostoa, former 
American ambassador to Mon- 
golia and Jack Dangexfidd,* re- 
tired Canadian general. 















25 years on, 
the Goons 
are back 
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Classic comedy: Spike MDllgan yesterday Photograph: David Rose lop right: Bentme, 
Secorobe, Mflligan, and Setters recording ‘Crazy People' in 1951 Photograph: Hulton Getty 


Amanda KeOy 

Twenty five years after the last 
Coon Show 'was made, a new 
generation of listeners is being 
riven the chance to familiarise 
itself with a comedy legend. 

Spike Milligan. Sir Harry 
Sccombe and tetcr Sellers were 
last reunited m 1972 as pan of 
the BBC’s 50th anniversary cel- 
ebrations. The trio got togeth- 
er for The Last Goon Shun- Of 
All. a live performance record- 
ed for radio at the Camden 
Theatre in London. 

Nest month. Radio 2 is mark- 
ing the occasion by broadcasting 
a new version of the Goon finale, 
which will include material cut 
from the original performance. 
Milligan's version of I Left My 
Heart In San Francisco, the pub- 
lishers of which prevented its 
broadcast 25 years ago. will be 
heard for the first time. 

The show wiD be preceded by 
a history of the programme 
entitled At Last The Go-On 
Show, featuring Milligan. Sec- 
ombe, Eric Sykes and the late 
Michael Bentine. This will in- 
clude some seldom-heard 
recordings and a feature on the 
first Goon show. Crazy People. 
made 46 years ago. 

Yesterday at the project’s 
launch, the two surviving Goons 
proved they had lost none of 
their touch. Milligan, dose to his 
80lh birthday, looked frail but 
retained his mischievous twin- 
kle. When told that his friend 


John Cleese was unable to make 
the event, he retorted: "John 
Cleese is a miserable basUud He 
is never able to make it.” And 
when presented with a framed 
tribute to the show. Sir Harry re- 
sponded graciously: “Oh that'll 
fit in the Too nicely.” 

Speaking at lhe launch. Ra- 
dio 2 controller James Moir 
said: “The Goon Show used to 
he the black sheep programme 
of the BBC. Now it is the gold- 
en fleece. 

“It bad a profound and last- 
ing effect on me. As a school- 
ing hack in the Fifties 1 thought 
it quite simply the funniest 
thing 1 had ever heard. Forty 
years on it still bends me dou- 
ble with laughter.” 

Prince Charles, a well-known 
fan of Goonism. once said: 
“No matter how much ‘fashion* 
in humour changes, there will 
always be thousands of people 
whose minds arc attuned to the 
kind of mental slapstick and 
imaginary cartooncry that typ- 
ifies Gooncry ... 11 has always 
been one of my profound re- 
grets that I was not born 10 
years earlier than 1948, since I 
would then have had the pure 
unbounded joy of listening avid- 
ly to the Goons each week.” 

.4 1 Last The Go-On Show and 
The Last Goon Show Of All will 
be broadcast as a double bill on 
BBC Radio 2 on 5 October. A 
special 25th anniversary edition 
video and audio cassette is-also 
going on sale. 
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Tip-top: Staff at work In the kitchens of The Savoy yesterday 


Clare Gamer 

Presumably none of the business 
travellers who nominated The 
Shvov the best hotel in the 
world had had the pleasure of 
meeting a mouse during dinner. 

The very same hotel which 
nnhr last month hit the headlines 
because rodents were on the 
loose in the famous River 
Restaurant and adjacent 
Thames Foyer, prompting a 
visit from Waaminster CaunciTs 
environmental health officers, 
yesterday scooped the Exceuthx 
Travel magazine's top award: 
1 lotcl of the Year. 

For the first lime in 15 years, 
the annual readers' peM by lhe 
magazine produced a Western 
winner. Previously. Asian es- 
tablishments have wiped the 
board, but this year the Savoy, 
which is wedged between the 
Embankment and the Strand m 
the heart of London's iheatre- 

jaad, caunc up trumps. Not onty 

did it take the top title, but it 
was also voted best UK hotel 


and best in the UK for rooms 
and for food. 

The Savoy, the brainchild of 
the Gilbert and Sullivan im- 
presario Richard ITOyle Carte, 
lira opewd its doors to tbe pub- 
lic in 1889. It boasted unheard 
of features including full elec- 
tric lighting and a startling 
number of- baths (67 in total). 
Over the years, the hotel has 
had numerous expansions, most 
recently the renovation which 
famously disturbed the mice and 
has entertained almost every 
star in the book. 

Of the many glittering parties 
that have been held at The 
Savoy, one of the most famous 
is the Gondola dinner, hosted, 
by George Kesler. the Oiain- 
pagne millionaire and waul 
Street financier, in July 1905, 
The old forecourt was recreat- 
ed as Venice, lit by. 400 Venet- 
ian lamps. Other highlights 

ware a babv eleobant anda five- 


were a baby elephant and a nve- 

foot birthday rake. 

Royalty has allegedly patro- 
nised The Savoy in such num- 


bers that the special bell herald- 
ing their arrival had to be aban- 
doned. By 1914, The Savoy 
Grill had established itself as a 
rendezvous for leading stars, im- 
presarios and critics. Sir Win- 
ston Churchill was what the 
hotel calls “a devoted Savo- 
yard". visiting every week when 
he was in London. 

Guestsyestoidaygave the ho- 
tel a resounding endorsement. 
Hugh Win throp, 58, mangaging 
director of an advertising 
agency, said The Savoy was “a 
great meeting place” as he took 
another slug or his bloody wary 
w hile waiting for his companion. 
“The girls like it," be added. “I 

■ think women like it because its. 

not too pushy, you know. You 

. feel safe. You could leave your 
Wife here for.aniiour if yonwere 
delayed - 1 don’t think Tvegbi 
a complaint realty.” 

Timothy Harris, a solici- 
torentertalning- colleagues, 
summed up the hotel, which is 
pan ofTbeSavqy Group, which 
includes The Berkety, Oar- 


Photograph'John Woos 


idge’s and The Connaught in 
. London and The Lygon Arms 
- in the Cotswolds. “The service 
is very good, the food’s excel- 
lent, the wine's expenave.-It’s 
a special place that 1 come to 
on special occasions.'’ 

The Savoy was not the only 
London hotel to be singled out 
in the award ceremony at the 
Sheraton, in terk Lane. The 
Metropolitan took the world 
best new hotel title, beating off 
challenges from Bangkok and 
Beverley Hills establishments. 

“It is refreshing to see Lon- 
don hotels not merely matching 
but exceeding the nigh stan- 
dards which nave been set by 
Asian hotels in recent years,” 
said Mike Toynbee, editor of .Ex- 
ecutive Travel. 

The Sheraton Skyline at 
Heathrow was voted the UK’s 
best airport hoiel and another 
Heathrow hotel, the Ra maria, 
was voted best UK conference 
hotel. The magazine’s readers 
/voted ITT Sheraton the best ho- 
tel group. 
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told the British Association 

yesterday. 

Excavations of ancient ruins 
in Israel and the Middle East 
over the past 20 years have es- 
tablished that a succession of 
cities there were destroyed by 
earthquakes, including Jericho, 
and then in 551 AD the Roman 
city which stood where Beirut 
does now. 

“That was devastated either 
by an earthquake or a tsunami 
[the scawavc caused by an un- 
dersea earthquake],'* said Dr 


Butler. “The Roman columns 
collapsed and became the low- 
er base OQwbicb the new town 
was builL Of course, columns 
are the worst thing to use for 
buildings in earthquake zones." 

He also warned that “Beirut 
lies on a major active fault" and 
that the government of 
Lebanon is not taking enough 
care to build structures able to 
stand a devastating earthquake 
-which he reckons is inevitable. 

“It may not be as high a risk 


^ItllneMtowBbHCTlscholars see the destruction of Jericho (top). Seismologists, however, believe the rebuilding of Beirut (above) could be ruined by an earthquake 


as California or Tokyo, whicb 
are both in major earthquake 


ic plates beneath the Earth's 
surface. It runs north from the 


zones. But they are building for Gulf of Arabia through the 
that eventuality, whereas Dead Sea and up to the 


Lebanon is not,” be said. 

The fault-line is caused by a 
complex interaction of tecton- 


Mediterranean Sea. “Basically, 
the Red Sea is opening up, 
pushing Arabia northwards rel- 


ative to Africa," Dr Butler ex- 
plained. 

At the points where the 
plates meet, they slide past 
each other - but not smoothly. 
When thousands of miles of op- 
posing rock edges suddenly 


inch past each other, the re- 
sulting release of energy is felt 
as an earthquake. 

At Easter, Beirut was rocked 
by a quake measuring 5 on the 
Richter scale. “They heed to 
tighten up the building code - 


much of the rebuilding is on 
land reclaimed from the 


pounds on installing instru- 
ments to measure where smalf- 


Mediterranean, with bulldozed er shocks occur would also 
rubble from the war zone. In an help, he said. “Compared to the 


earthquake, unconsolidated 
ground can flow like liquid.” 
Spending a few million 


amount being raised on the 
slock market for rebuilding, 
it's a drop in a bucket.” 
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When promiscuity can be a man’s best endowment policy p 

..... . .... ■ 1 ..I. J..B ... mrtiwK mnr0CAv anit hioW 


Nicholas Schoon 


It is a matter of scientific fact 
that promiscuous men have 
larger testicles. An eight-year 
study' of Manchester Universi- 
ty students, young and old. 
showed those with bigger go- 
nads h3d sex more often, were 
more likely to be unfaithful io 
their long-term partner and 
had higher sperm counts. 


Conversely, men with small- 
er testicles “spend much more 
time with their partners and 
make it difficult for them to be 
unfaithful ” said zoologist Dr 
Robin Baker. They had lower 
sperm counts during intercourse 
and less frequent sex. 

Dr Baker, who headed the 
study of 80 men aged between 
18 and 50, says these findings 
suggest men are genetically dis- 


posed towards one of two sex- 
ual strategies thrown up by 
milli ons of years of evolution. 

The well-endowed subcon- 
sciously incline towards promis- 
cuity, while the little men lean 
-without ever recognising why 
- towards fidelity and staying 
dose to their partners. 

There are big differences in 
testicle size among the popula- 
tion. The largest in his survey. 


measured using callipers, had a 
volume of 52 cubic centimetres 
(cc) compared with the smallest 
at See. The average was 24cc, 
considerably less than the 40cc 
average found in a Danish study. 

His investigation took so 


supply semen ejaculated in a 
condom during copulation. This 
was needed to measure their 
sperm count. 

While his theory of two evo- 


long because it was not easy to 
find a large enough number of 
volunteers willing to be studied. 
Apart from the indignity of be- 
ing measured, they also bad to 


swinger or faithful, may Sonnet - 
implausible, numerous studies 
on animals have demonstrated 
the evolution of all manner of. 
different sexual strategies. 

There is fierce competition 


between males to be the first to 
get their sperm to fertilise eggs. 

Dr Baker estimates that 4 per 
cent of conceptions of human 
chil dren involve such sperm 
races, in which the sperm of ei- 
Jfierof tw& men could have 
readied thefertile egg first The 

mate Seed remaits viable msEde 
. the yronum's body for up to five 
days: It isbroadly accepted that 
about 10 per cent of children are 


not related to the men who be- 
lieve they are their fathers, sug- 
gesting dial there is plenty of 
opportunity for such races. 

Dr Baker also compared the 
sex lives of men with their de- 
gree of bilateral ^mmetiy - how 
closely Uie right side of their 
body matched their left - and 
how attractive,, they were to - 
’ women. Again, the more sy- 
metrical men had more sexual 


partners, more sex, and higher 
sperm counts during copulation. 

There is a strong match be- 
tween degree of symmetry and 
attractiveness to women, and a 
growing n umb er of biologists 
believe that symmetry, and thus 
handsomeness, have an evolu- 
tionary meaning. Women, they 
theorise, subconsciously use it 
as a cue for the genetic fitness 
of prospective mates. 
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Cloning could be lifeline 
for threatened species 


Charles Arthur 


The cloning techniques whicb 
produced Dolly the sheep 
should be used to preserve and 
even rescue animal species on 
the brink of extinction, accord- 
ing to a conservation expert. 

Dr William Holt of London 
Zoo’s scientific aim, the Insti- 
tute of Zoology, suggested yes- 
terday that the cloning 
technique, which it was re- 
vealed in February has taken 
cells from an adult sheep and 
used them to produce an exact 
genetic copy, could be applied 
particularly to spedes which live 
in fragile habitats. 



“if you could get the cloning 
technology working, then you 
could reconstruct the popula- 
tion,” he said. As an example, 
he cited the Australian hairy- 
nosed wombat, which is found 
in New South "Wales. 

Fewer than 50 specimens are 
known to exist, confined to a 
small area. “It would only take 
a bush fire,” be commented. 
“They could be wiped out 
overnight." 

The furore over Dolly, which 
led to widespread arguments 
over whether it was mo rally jus- 
tifiable and whether il should be 
allowed in humans, may have 
overshadowed useful aspects. 
Dr Holt suggested. 


Carbon copy: Dolly may signal a new age in conservation 


“The initial reaction to 
doning is that there isn’ t any ap- 
plication to conservation. But 
that’s not true.” 

A team in Japan is already 
Hying to help a threatened 
species of ibis birds, where only 
two exist, by dotting technolo- 
gy which injects the ibis's cells 
Into the the embryo of a close- 
ly-related ibis species. As the 
embryo develops into a chimera 
- a mix of species - it can then 
be crossed again with cells from 
the rare ibis, until over time the 
rare animal re-emerges. 

“It might seem like this is en- 
couraging inbreeding, which in 
a normal population is a prob- 


lem,” Dr Holt said. “But when 
you’re down to so few examples 
of a species, inbreeding is al- 
ready happening." 

He acknowledges that the 
weakness of this process is the 
same as with the cloning of 
sheep for pharmaceutical and 
forming purposes: because the 
cloned animals contain identi- 
cal genes, they are less able to 
resist disease and environmen- 
tal change which a more diverse 


gene pool coufd withstand. 
Clones from small populations 
would be especially prone to ge- 
netic disease. 

Advances in reproductive 
technology are already helping 


to preserve and enlarge threat- 
ened species. In general, they 
have been adapted from the 
methods first developed either 
for humans or form animals, in- 
cluding frozen embryo storage 
and implantation, in vitro fer- 
tilisation (TVF) and artificial in- 
semination. Embryo transfer 
has been used in eland, baboon, 
deer and marmoset species, 
while IVF has been used to 
breed In dian desert cats and 
tigers. Artificial insemination 
has bred giant pandas, rare 
ferrets and antelopes. 

Pregnancy testing for zoo 
animals is also proceeding 
rapidly, being applied both to 
captive elephants and to wild 
black rhinos in Zimbabwe. 

■ Frogs are (tying in their thou- 
sands in British ponds, appar- 
ently because of a mixture of 
previously unrecognised virus 
and an opportunistic parasite 
brought in from abroad with or- 
namental fish. 

Andrew Cunningham, of 
London Zoo, said that in the 
past five years 100,000 frogs ap- 
pear to have died from causes 
which left them bleeding from 
their mouths and internal or- 
gans. A study has identified 
three potential causes, includ- 
ing two viruses, known in Italy 
and Australia, and tbe pond par- 
asite, known in Sooth Africa. 


A drop in temperature can 
change the sex of chickens 


A briet chilly spell can change 
the sex of chickens in the egg. 


the sex of chickens in the egg, 
the festival learnt yesterday. 
The finding, which has been 
patented, could eventually lead 
to big changes in the poultry in- 
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oy a iew degrees ror mree days 
during the embryological de- 
velopment of a freshly laid egg, 
some chickens which should 
hatch out male instead become 
female. 

They have the genes and 
chromosomes for maleness but 
they are fully functional fe- 
males able to lay fertile eggs- If 
they are then crossed withnor- 
tnal males, the resulting chicks 
are all male, said Professor 


Mark Ferguson of the Univer- 
sity of Manchester. 

This is what interests the 
pouitiy indusuyj\il the female 
chicks which hatch from the 
breeding stock which provides 
the broiler chickens we eat are 
destroyed after batching. Only 
the males put on enough meat, 
at sufficient speed, to make 
them economically viable. So 
there cotrid be large savings if 
tbe breeding stock could be 
made to produce only males. 

The chilling technique only 
changes the sex of 10 per cent 
of males into females, although 
if these birds are then crossed 
with normal males an all-male 
brood results. 

Professor Ferguson believes 


the cooling can only work its ef- 
fect on a minority of chicks 
which are “near the border 
line” of the mole-female spec- 
trum. The cooling is thought to 
work by slowing down the op- 
eration of enzymes involved in 
sex determination. 

The cooling has to be done 
very precisely. Chickens try to 
keep their eggs at a steady 
37.5C below their body. This is 
the temperature used in com- 
mercial incubators. 

Professor Feiguson also be- 
lieves it is possible, but rather 
more difficult, to change ge- 
netically female chicks into 
functional males by altering 
temperature during embry- 
ological development which 


opens np the possibility of only 
female chkksbeing hatched out 
with no males. 

That could boost the egg 
laying industry by ending the 
need to destroy all the male 
chicks hatched by the egg lay- 
ing breeds which provide our 
egg laying hens. The poultry in- 
dustry has shown interest in his 
work, but has yet to come for- 
ward with any funding. 

Such changes are not un- 
known in the wild. Professor 
Ferguson pointed oul The sex 
ratio of baby crocodiles and al- 
ligators is known to be strong- 


ligatois is known to be strong- 
fy influenced by temperature. If 
the eggs are kepi at 30C the 


the eggs are kepi at 30C the 
hatchling are all female and at 
33C they arc all male. 
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the devolution votes 
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Scots poised for Home Rule 



■.it 


Stephen Goodwin 

Some 3.9 million people in 
Scotland are entitled to vote in 
today’s referendum and so in- 
troduce a new era in their 
history. 

If they heed the words of a 
petition presented in Edin- 
burgh yesterday and cast their 
vote “without £nl in favour of 
the restitution of our native par- 
liament” laws on most of the 
country’s domestic affairs will be 
made m Scotland for the first 
time in nearly 300 years. 

On two separate ballot sheets 
voters will-, be asked if they 
want a Scottish Parliament and 
if they believe it should have 


Some 3.9 million voters are poised to usher in a new era 


“tax varying'" powers. 

If, as opinion polls 
home rule is endorsed today a 
Scotland BiD win be introduced 
to the Westminster Parliament 
before Christmas. 

The legislation is expected to 
receive royal assent by the sum- 
mer or autumn of next year and 
elections would be held in the 
first half of 1999. 

MSPS - Members of Scottish 
Parliament - would be elected 
under a form of proportional 
representation - 73 would be 
elected under the present first- 
past-the-post system and die re- 


maining56 selected from par- 
ty lists. PR has been portrayed 
as a way of breaking the-tradi- 
tional Labour stranglehold on 
Scottish politics. 

However, one opinion poll 
yesterday, suggested that 
Labour could.still win an out- 
right majority in the 1999 elec- 
tion - precisely the outcome 
which Scots outside the Central 
Belt have always feared. 

In 1979 when the test Labour 
government’s devolution pro- 
posals narrowly failed it was 
tly because people in the 
north-east Scotland 


and Orkney and Shetland 
feared domination by the nrn- 
mripal socialists of the Glasgow 
region. 

Headed by a First Minister 
the new executive and Scottish 
Parliament will have responsi- 
bility for functions which are al- 
ready administered by the 
12,000 civil servants of the Scot- 
tish Office. 

Democratic control is fol- 
lowing earlier “bureaucratic 
devolution”. Soots will have 
control over their own health 
.service, education and training, 
local go v ernm ent, housing, cco- 


nomicdeveU 

law and order, the environ- 
ment, farming and fishing, and 
sport and the arts. But not over 
monetary policy, employment 
legislation and social security. 

It will be paid for, as now, by 
a Treasury block grant. 1ms 
amounted to £14bn last year but 
will be cut to £12iJbn by the year 
2000' when the Parliament 
comes into being. 

The tax-varying power win 
enable the Parliament to vary 
the basic rate of income tax up 
or down by 3p. This would 
bring in about £45 0m. Chan- 


cellor Gordon Brown has em- 
phasised that the new Parlia- 
ment must be prudent and is 
looking for any shortfall in 
funding to be made up by 
savings. 

However, for most Soots and 
other residents north of the bor- 
der going to the polls today it 
will be the emotion of home rule 
rather than the mechanics of 
government, and even taxa- 
tion, that are uppermost. 

It is an opportunity to take 
part in making history and one 
which as Donald Dewar, Sec- 
retary of State for Scotland, said 
yesterday “will not come 
around again for a very long 
time”. 
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Free-thinker Louis ‘The Book’ Livingstone outside the portable hut that has been home to the ‘Vigil for Democracy' for five-and-a-half years 


Photograph: Brian Harris 




End of a long vigil, and a rare old chinwag 


Douglas Baser 

The number 1979 is an inaus- 
picious one for Scottish home 
rule, being the year that the last 
plans came badly unstuck. But 
on the front of a brightly paint- 
ed portable but outside Edin- 
burgh's proposed parliament 
building today is day number 
1979. 

This is the Vigil for Democ- 
racy, a makeshift assembly of 
slogans. Saltire flags, ironic 
artefacts and eclectic people. 
They have kept the faith 
through five Scottish winters. 


since the Conservative elec- 
tion victoiy on the morning of 
10 April 1992 brought indignant 
home rulers from up to 200 
miles away to protest outside 
the Royal High School building 
and the Scottish Office head- 
quarters across the road. 

Ibnight the vigil is to be the 
focus of a BBC outside broad- 
cast unit And tomorrow, with 
to celebrate 


the expected Yes- Yes vote, the 
vigil ends. “At long last, the peo- 
. pie of Scotland wifl have bad 
their chance to speak, so there’s 
no reason for us to continue af- 


ter that," says one of democra- 
cy’s vigilantes, Gillian Grant 

The hut is to go to the allot- 
ment of a mental health chari- 
ty, all foe leaflets and the diaries 
kept through five-and-a-balf 
pars are to be archived at the 
National Library of Scotland, 
and several of the artefacts are 
to go to an Edinburgh museum. 
By next week, the pavement, 
which has beeaa windswept fo- 
cus of Scottish protest, mil be 
cleared, and all that will be left 
will be a cairn memorial on Cal- 
tbn H31 above it. 

“We could have sat here till 


HeU froze over, and it wouldn’t 
have changed a thing,” con- 
cedes Ms Grant, an Edinburgh 
office worker, Who has taken a 
week’s holiday to help foe Yes- 
Yes campaign. “But we’ve been 
part of a wider movement fix’ 
change. When the books are writ- 
ten, the vigQ, win have its place." 

The vigO has involved be- 
tween 20 and 30 people through 
most of its life, most from Ed- 
inburgh, though few of them 
have stayed involved through- 
ouL There is no party affifiatioo, 
no hierarchy, no spokesperson 
and no voting on policy- every- 


thing at their Sunday after- 
noon meetings is done by con- 
sensus. 

“This was just ordinary peo- 
ple who felt that they’d had 
enough,” says Ms Grant “It was 
just enthusiastic amateurs.” 
That includes Louis “The 
Book”, an eccentric homeless 
man who has entertained for- 
eign tourists with his explana- 
tions of Scottish politics and 
slept in the hut at night when 

bay racers have gathered on Re- 
gent Road outside. 

John Oit joined foe vigil two 
years ago, after having been pa- 


triotically fired-up by foe film 
Braveheart. “It has been pretty 
grim through winter, but we be- 
lieve in this, we have a passion 
and a vision,” he says. 

“The Scots' idea of talking 
politics is sitting at home or in 
the pub, moaning and groaning, 
whereas here you can have a 
good chinwag and get a few 
things off your chest." 

“l m proud of foe vigil,” adds 
Gillian Grant “It’s had a lot of 
media coverage and raised con- 
sciousness. But like everything 
else, it just comes to a natural 
end." 
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Yes vote boost to 
Welsh economy 


Tbny Heath 

Whies stands to benefit eco- 
nomically from the establish- 
ment of an elected assembly, 
according to a new report. 

The report by the Institute of 
Welsh Anairs, published eight 
days before Wales goes to the 
polls, seem set to widen a de- 
bate which so far has been 
marked by apathy and has shed 
little light on economic consid- 
erations. 

The authors Ross MacKay, 
director of the Inaitute of Eco- 
nomic Research at foe Univer- 
sity of W&les, Bangor, and Ride 
Audas, of Newcastle Universi- 
ty, find that over the past two 
decades prosperity in Wiles 
has declined relative to foe rest 
of foe United Kingdom. 

Dissecting the formula under 
which resources are transferred 
from central government to the 
they condude: “Re- 
to Wales are not 
notably generous when com- 
pared with transfers made in oth- 
er countries fca 1 regions at similar 
levels of relative prosperity.” 

The location of government 
influenced both economic and 


claim that devolution would 
provide a counterweight to the 
UK's well-entrenched tenden- 
cy to accrete power in London. 

The disparity between the 
regions was highlighted, the 
report points out, % the fee t 
that the South-east of England 
has a Gross Domestic Product 
per head ranking of 16th out of 
76 European regions, against 
Wiles's 54th place. 

In a commentary on the 52- 
page report Brian Morgan, of 
foe Cardiff Business School 
and formerly chief economist 
with the Welsh Development 
says that foe welsh 
ice failed to defend Welsh 
interests in 1993 when the Gov- 
ernment reviewed its develop- 
ment area policy which 
allocates help to less prosper- 
ous areas. Scotland succeeded 
in keeping its coverage at 46 per 
cent of foe population but in 
Whies foe figure fell from 35 to 
15 per cent 

Writing foe report’s intro- 
duction Gerald Holtham. di- 
rector of foe Institute of Public 
Policy Research, said foe doc- 
ument demolishttpaacticallyall 
foe economic arguments put up 


political derisions. The report against an assembly. “Given 
maintains that it was difficult to foe chance ofpower to do good 
reverse the centrafemg policies it seems extraordinarily pes- 
of countries like Britain, but to reject it [au assem- 


bly] on the grounds that it 
could also do harm.” 

Meanwhile, the founder of 
foe “Just Say No" campaign 
launched a bitter attack on the 
Welsh Office ministerial team 
working for a “Yes” vote in the 
referendum. In an interview in 
foe Welsh-Language magazine 
Bam, Carys Pugh, a founder of 
the “No” campaign attacked 
Ron Davies foe Secretary of 
State for Wiles, and Peter Ham, 
a Welsh Office minister. 

According to Mis Pu; 
Labour Party activist 
Rhondda, Mr Davies ted in- 
structed party members to shut 
up if they disagreed with the 
government’s devolution plans. 
“Ron Davies is behaving like 
Hitler” she told foe magazine. 

She predicted that if foe vote 
was lost next week Mr Davies 
and “the grinny Neath boy” will 
go. Mr Ham is MP for Neath. 
He is singled out for special 
treatment apparently because of 
' his background. He was 
brought up in South Africa 
and played a leading role in foe 
Anti-Apartheid Movement 
when be moved to Britain. 

In a joint statement Mr 
Davies and Mr Ham said foe 
personal attacks “are beneath 
contempt and we intend mak- 
ing no response”. 


By Europe’s 
standards, 
a quiet affair 

A big moment in history, but 
the Scots seem unexcited. 
Steve Crawshaw reports 


In foe centre of foe Bur City of 
Perth, campaigners are prepar- 
ing for today’s crucial vote. 
Posters, megaphones, leaflets, 
fla ge One of Scotland’s best 
known politicians stands on 
foe High Street, as part of a 
campaign to drum up support. 
Tbday’s Scottish referendum 
could lead to foe break-up of 
foe United Kingdom itself. In 
short, a moment of history. 

But Alex Sahnond, leader of 
the Scottish National Party, 
does not get an excited re- 
sponse, among foe voters of 
Perth. He chats for a while to 
three schoolgirls, who listen 
with faintly bored expressions 
to what be has to say. 

The lack of drama in Perth 
- a iwt held by foe pro-indc- 
pendence SNP - is reflected 
across Scotland, although one 
woman has done more this 
week than anybody else to 
boost foe sluggish Yes Yes cam- 
paign: Baroness Thatcher prob- 
ably drove many Scots into the 
arms of the Yes-Yessers. 

Her passionately anti-devo- 
lution words reminded Scots of 
foe finger-wagging intolerance 
from which they were desper- 
ate to get away. Even today, foe 
words “Thatcher" and “poll 
tax” serve as a reminder that a 
Westminster parliament can 
ride roughshod over the wish- 
es of Scottish voters. In the 
words of the Scotsman, Lady 
Thatcher herself is “living proof 
of foe need for home rule”. 

Until foe intervention of the 
former prime minis ter, there 
had been little fire in foe cam- 
paign. The apparent willingness 
of foe new government to talk 
and to listen, and the respect for 
foe Scottish Secretary, Donald 
Dewar means that few are as 
passionately anti-Westminster 
as they used to be. 

One Glaswegian notes the 
obvious paradox: “If foe Tories 
were still running things, it 
would be a stronger Yes. But If 
they were running things, 
there’d be no referendum.” 

Scotland has sometimes 
seemed in the past few years to 
fell into a European pattern for 
foe 1990s. Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania broke away from 
Moscow; neat little Slovenia 
(which lacked foe ethnic com- 
plexities of Croatia ot Bosnia) 
broke away from Yugoslavia; 
Slovaks sliced themselves away 
from foe Czechs. Indepen- 
dence for new countries - un- 
thinkable, for four decades - 
was sudde n ly fashionable, in the 
new Europe. Meanwhile, Scot- 
tish anger at London’s arro- 
gance was great 
In Moscow and Belgrade, foe 
parallels with Scotland seemed 
obvious. "What would you 
English] do, if Scotland tried 
to destroy the United King- 
dom?” Russians and Serbs re- 
peatedly asked, when 
explaining why they had to use 
force, to prevent secession. I 
ded ignorance on the con- 
stitutional details. 

But I assured my question- 
ers that no government in Lon- 
don would send tanks up foe 
Ml, to bring foe Scots under 
control I was greeted with dis- 
belief. “When push comes to 
sbove_" they seemed to retort 
Violent suppression apart. 
Lady Thatcher still appears to 
subscribe to a “never-mind- 
foe-people” philosophy. She 
declared in Glasgow this week: 
“A majority vote won't make 
something that is fundamentally 
wrong right.” But resistance to 
change has usually been 
counter-productive. 


The “you-must-not” philos- 
ophy, in Yugoslavia and the So- 
viet Union, was an important 
factor in creating a singleness 
of purpose among pro-inde- 
pendence campaigners there. 
When Slovenia held a referen- 
dum on independence in De- 
cember 1990 (tanks were sent 
in, a few months later), excit- 
ed Slovenes wanted to talk, of 
little else. The contrast with 
Scotland - where most people 
say that they have not even dis- 
cussed Lhe subject in recent days 
- could hardly be greater. 

Even in democratic Czecho- 
slovakia, the lack of give-and- 
take hastened the break-up of 
foe federation. “All or nothing," 
said Prague’s Thatcher-loving 
prime minister, Vaclav Klaus. 
So the Slovaks, resenting the 
ever- snooty Czechs (echoes of 
foe Scottish- English relation- 
ship, at its trickiest), took aJJ. In 
1992, they packed their bags 
and left. The velvet divorce was 
less than velvet; it left bitterness 
on both sides. 

In Britain, such a not-quite- 
velvet divorce might still hap- 
pen. But a closer comparison 
may be with western Europe, 
where movements for greater 
autonomy have been less about 
candlelit crowds and romantic 
singsongs, more about consti- 
tutional aitty-grilty - and tol- 
erance. Germany prides itself 
on its stability, partly because 


Only if 

Thatcher style 
ghosts return 
does separatist 
feeling look set 
to grow 


power is so devolved. The 
Spanish region of Catalonia has 
been allowed a considerable de- 
gree of autonomy, and the 
pressure for full independence 
has fallen. 

Thm Daly ell. Labour's lead- 
ing dissident anti-devolution 
campaigner, insists that the 
proposed Scottish parliament is 
a “motorway without an exit 
He fears full independence, 
just as SNP activists nope for iL 
But, if Scottish voters are wary 
about even taking the modest 
step of creating a Scottish par- 
liament, then they are likely to 
be still warier of full indepen- 
dence. 

Only if Thatcher-style ghosts 
return to haunt Scotland, im- 
posing a twenty-first century 
equivalent of foe loathed poll 
tax, does separatist feeling look 
set to grow. 

The Labour government 
hopes that the proposed cre- 
ation of a Scottish parliament 
means that we have now passed 
the high-water mark of seces- 
sionist feeling. Conversely, a 
bout of seriously bad English 
behaviour may be the only 
hope, for the pro-indepen- 
dence SNP. 

Tanks on the motorway 
would be too much to hope for. 
even in foe most extreme sce- 
nario. But a Portillo-type leader 
seeking to emulate Margaret 
Thatcher might just do the 
trick. 

For the SNP, a new bout of 
Thatcherite intolerance - not 

t uite as bad as lhe Kremlin or 
I o bo dan Milosevic, but al- 
most - could be foe ultimate 
dream. 
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Bronze of Newton sets final seal on new British Library 



out reform of 
the Lords 


[Cherie Booth QC 
. British Library in 




unveils a statue of Sir Isaac Newton, by Sir Edoardo Paolozzi (left), based on an illustration by William Blake, at the new 

_ _ — a a _ _ Dhnrivfrarth’ fUhVils Mllfr7 


St Pancras yesterday. The library opens on 24 November 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor ■ 

The Government is to press 
ahead with the early reform of 
the •‘medieval" House of Lords, 
the TUC congress heard yes- 
terday. 

In a pointedly “fraternal” 
address which contrasted with 
the Prime Minister’s stem stric- 
tures of Tuesday, Foreign Sec- 
retary Robin Cook gave the 
clearest indication yet that the 
policy would be set out in the 
New Year’s Queen’s Speech. 

Mr Cook compared the 
Upper House with the cast of 
a Gilbert and Sullivan opera and 
promised that hereditary peers 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz I would lose their vote. 
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lb warm applause he said: 
“By the time we meet again next 
year, we will be on the verge of 
putting into practice our com- 
mitment to clear that medieval 
lumbar of Parliament and to 
make it absolutely established 
in both Houses of Parliament 
that title people who take part 
in passing the laws of our coun- 
try should earn their seat by the 
process of democracy, not by the 


right of birth-’ 

While the pledge to reform 
the Lords appeared in Labours 
election manifesto, there was no 
indication of how quickly the 
legislation would be introduced. 

Mr Cook’s well received ad- 
dress compared with the less 
rapturous reception afforded to 
Tony Blair's sermonising on 
TUesday and lecture on indus- 
trial polity delivered by Adair 
Turner, director general of the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry, earlier yesterday. 

The Foreign Secretary told 
delegates at the conference in 
B righto n that the relationship 
between unions and the Labour 
Party was not a “tactical al- 
liance”, ft was a “strategic bon d” 
which would endure. 

He sought to enlist the help 
of trade unionists to communi- 
cate Labour Party policies to 
working people, a plea unlike- 
ly to pass the lips of the Prime 
Minister. 

Mr Turner, only the second 
director general to address the 
TUC made it dear that the CB1 
was opposed to the govern- 
ment's plan to introduce laws on 
union recognition. 

He argued that it could lead 
to disputes and might sour in- 
dustrial relations. 

However, he said the CBI 
would continue in talks with the 
TUC in an attempt to minimise 
the danger of conflict and cre- 
ate a “workable” set of rules. 

In he speech the Foreign Sec- 
retary said he understood Mr 
Tinner's assertion that legisla- 
tion could lead to tensions. 


But he called on the CBI di- 
rector general to accept that 
conflict could arise where a 
workforce felt their legitimate 
aspirations were being ignored. 

In an attempt to trnd com- 
mon ground Mr Tinner wel- . 
cornea the TUC’s “Partners 
for Progress” theme this year 
and believed that there was con- 
siderable common ground. 

The CBI leader indicated 
his disagreement with both 
Thatcherism and old-fashioned 
trade unionism. There seemed 
to be a “welcome escape” from 
the ideological struggles which 
characterised British politics 
ten or 20 years ago he said. .. . 

Echoing a theme of the 
Prime Minster, Mr Turner em- 
phasised the need for flexibili- 
ty among employees although 
conceding, lure Mr Blair, that 
there was an equal need to en- 
sure the “employability" of 
workers who could no longer 
took forward to a job for life. 

The assertions of the Prime 
Minster and the industry leader 
contrasted with the findmgs of 
a report by the National Asso- 
ciation of Citizens Advice Bu- 
reaux which said that Labour 
flexibility was bringing “intol- 
erable insecurity" to thousands. 

Flexibility should give work- 
ers the opportunity to balance 
employment with other com- 
mitments as well as enabling 
businesses to adapt to change 
more easily. 

The report “Flexibility 
Abused” found that workers 
were often presented with a 
one-sided bargain. They were 
expected to be at the beck and 
call of management, but em- 
ployers made few attempts to 
accommodate the needs of their 
staff. 

Increasing numbers of busi- 
nesses wanted to minimise their 
legal obligations to their work- 
force. Some contracts gave em- 
ployees no guarantee of any 

work or pay each week -the no- 
torious “zero hours” contract. 


You’re not in 
the real world, 
Blair is told 



Barrie Clement 

A series of trade union leaders 
queued up yesterday to throw 
Tbny Blair’s appeal to the TUC 
to modernise and enter “the real 
world" back in his face. 

In a reference to the Prime 
Minister’s speech on Tuesday, 
Rodney Bickers taffe, general 
secretary of the public service 
union Unison, Britain's largest, 
urged the government to enter 
“the real world" over public ex- 
penditure. 

The normally circumspect 
Mr Bickeisfaffe urged ministers 
to abandon the dogma inherit- 
ed from the Conservatives. 

He accused the Treasury of 
espousing a “contorted and 
distorted^ perspective that cap- 
ital investment in the public in- 
frastructure was not investment, 
but debt. 

“It is not seen that way any- 
where else and the government 
should try and come into line 
with the real world." he said. 

The Public Finance Initiative 
(PFT). under review by the gov- 
ernment, was also part of the 
dogma which argued that “if it’s 
public ft’s always, always bad 
and if it’s private it’s always, 


always good”. Delegates ar- 
gued that the PF1, where busi- 
ness funds projects and then 
runs them for up for 60 years 
was simply a back door to 
privatisation. 

The Unison leader called 
for the government to abandon 
the expenditure limits inherit- 
ed from the Conservatives. 

Referring to Tbny Blair's 
plea for modernisation, Mr 
Bickeistaffe said it could not be 
the modern way to have patients 
on trolleys, children wi th out nu- 
tritious school meals and the el- 
derly wonyin^ about the future 
of public services 

Mary Turner, president of the 
GMB general union and a din- 
ner lady, said that while her 
members were flexible as the 
Prime Minister suggested, they 
were not keen on remaining so. 

Bob Crow, assistant general 
secretary of the RMT rail 
union, said he and his members 
worked in the real world where 
there had been thousands of job 
losses and where fat cats were 
lining their back pockets. 

Congress unanimously 
passed a resolution calling for 
greater public investment and 
the abandonment of the PFL 


DAILY POEM 


Oriental Aubade 

By Rainer Maria Rilke 
(translated ty Stephen Cohn) 

Within this bed. is this not like a coast? 
a narrow slip of land on which we lie, 
the only certainties your high, firm breasts 
and all my senses airry with desire? 

The night, its sounds, the voices of its creatures, 
the cries of fiercely-ravening animals - 
how terrible and strange it seems to us: 
when gradually what we caU day appears 
is it not (just as nigfit) unknowable? 

Better if we could always lie as close 
as petals to the stamens in a flower, 
hidden from the violent frenzy everywhere 
increasing, battering, threatening us. 

Bui even as we press together tightly 
and keep the crowding menace from our eyes, 
it maybe hides m you or hides in me 
because our spirits live by treachery. 

This week's Daily Poems come from Stephen Cohn’s new trans- 
lation of Rainer Maria Rilke's New Poems, which first appeared 
in Ger man in 1907-OS. Neue Gedicfue/New Poems is published 
by Carcanet (£9.95) in a bilingual edition, with an introduc- 
tion by John Bayley. 
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save Winnie, 

says Mandela 

South Africa's president denies asking Kaunda to 
detain key witness in Stompie murder case . 


Mary Braid 

Johannesburg • 

President Nelson Mandela has 
denied that he arran ge d the dis- 
appearance of a key witness in 
the 1991 trial of his former wife 
Winni e for the kidnap of mur- 
dered teenage activist Stompie 
Seipei Moeketsi. 

As the African National Con- 
gress struggles to contain damn? 
that Mrs Mandela murdered ac- 
tivists during her notorious 
bodyguards’ reign of terror in 
Soweto in the late 1980s, Pres- 
ident Mandela dismissed com- 
ments by former Zambian 
president Kenneth Kaunda in 
a new book that the president 
asked him to detain the witness 
Kadza Cebekhulu in a Tjisaka 
prison. Mr Cebekhulu disap- 
peared on the eve of Mis Man- 
dela’s trial 

In the book, Katha ’s Journey. 
Beneath the Surface of South 
Africa's Shame, by British jour- 
nalist Fired BridgUmd, Mr Ce- 
bekhuhj - now in hiding in 
Britain - claims that Mrs Man- 
dela, found guilty in 1992 of kid- 
napping Stompie, 14, actually 
killed the boy. 

Mr Cebekhulu, a former 
member of Mrs Mandela’s 
bodyguards - the Mandela 
United Football Club - cl aims 
he saw Mrs Mandela stab Stom- 
pie after accusing him of being 
a police informer. Stompie was 
found in a ditch in 1989 with his 
throat cut. Jerry Richardson, the 
“captain” of Mrs Mandela’s 
club, was later jailed for the 
boy’s murder. 

In a BBC documentary, 
based on the book and screened 
in South Africa and Britain on 
Tbesday, two other Soweto fam- 
ilies accused the “Mother of the 
Nation” of being involved in the 


disappearance or deaths of chil- 
dren. She was also implicated 
in the death of a Soweto doc- 
tor, Abu Baker AsvaL 

While many in the ANC 
leadership regard Mis Mandela 
as an embarrassment, her huge 
grassroots popularity called for 
a public show of solidarity yes- 
terday. Mrs Mandela has risen 
from the ashes of her divorce 
and kidnap conviction. 

Currently president of the 
ANC Women’s League, she 
is a frontr unn er to become 
the parly’s new deputy presi- 
dent, when her former hus- 
band gives up leadership of 


Winnie Mandela: 1 intend to 
bare my soul to my country* 

the party in December. The 
ANC yesterday asked for a 
special meeting with Dumisa 
Ntsebeza, chief investigator 
with the Troth and Reconcilia- 
tion Commission, the indepen- 
dent body charged with 
exposing the truth about South 
Africa's apartheid past 


also subpoenaed Mrs Mandela 
to appear at a private hearing 
later this month to answer ques- 
tions about the did dub. 

Yesterday Alex Boraine, 
TRC deputy chairman, said Mr 
Cebekhulu - who claims to 
fear for his life and is current- 
ly under the wing of the former 
MP Emma Nicholson — might 
be allowed to give his evidence 
at a sperial overseas bearing of 
the c ommissi on 

The pressure on Mrs Man- 
dela has beat mounting for 
months. Former associates have 
alleged from prison that they 
were contracted by Mrs Man- 
dela to kill Dr AsvaL 

On Thestfy, just boms before 
the documentary was screened, 
Mis Mandela gave a rare press 
conference to deny the allega- 
tions. While the documentaiy 
painted a portrait of a cruel, vi- 
olent and unstable woman, Mrs 
Mandela casts heiself as victim. 
While Bridgland claims the 
ANC and National Party cov- 
ered W inni e’s murderous tracks | 
to keep the fragile process of po- j 
litical transition on track, Mrs 
Mandela daims the police tor- , 
tured prisoners to frame her. 

On Tuesday she said she had 
watched in “painful silence” as 
her character and contribution 
to South Africa’s democracy was 
butchered in the media. “I have 
seen confused panic in my 
grandchildren’s tearful eyes, 
attempting to work out whether 
I am the demon I am por- 
trayed." 

Mrs Mandela has shunned 
the TRC's invitation to testify 



Out of the woods: More than 69,000 hectares of rainforest in Sarawak has been reprieved by the freeze on development Photograph: Planet Earth 

Malaysia’s slump saves the forest 


- Mr Cebekhulu has applied to in private, andis insisting on a 
the TRC for amnesty. The com- public hearing. “I intend to 
mission can grant indemnify to bare my soul to the scrutoxyof 
thosewfao committed politically my connhy,” she saicL“I beg that 
motivated crimes in return for these issues be tested by the vig- 
full confessions- The TRC has Oance of the public." 


Matthew Chance 

Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia has confirmed it is 
halting construction on its 
biggest infrastructure projects 
m a dramatic move to slash pub- 
lic spending. The cancelled pro- 
jects include the building of a 
new capital rity outside Kuala 
Lumpur at a cost of 20 billion 
ringgit (£4.5bn). 

Anwar Ibrahim, Malaysia’s 
deputy prime minister and fi- 
nance chief, said yesterday that 
several other “mega-projects” 
will also be frozen for an un- 
specified period. Among them 
are the controversial M$15bn 
(£4bn) Bakun Dam in Sarawak, 
which environmentalists say 
would destroy more than 69.000 


hectares of rainforest, displace 
thousands of people and pro- 
duce little economic benefit 

The economically dubious 
Linear City Project, which 
aimed to construct the world’s 
longest building at a cost of 
more than MS lObn, is also to be 
placed on hold. 

Only last month, Mahathir 
Mohamad, the prime minister, 
was urging Malaysian busi- 
nessmen to “think big”. The 
grandiose projects were all part 
of his “Vision 2020", an ambi- 
tious programme to lift 
Malaysia on to a new level of 
economic development by the 
year 2020. 

The abandonment of these 
enormous schemes in the face 


turn, which has been caused in 
part by investors’ fears that the 
country is overstretching itself, 
is likely to meet a favourable re- 
sponse on the financial marke ts. 

Over recent weeks, billions of 
dollars have been wiped off 
Malaysia’s stock markets and 
the value of the ringgit has 
plummeted. But the cutbacks 
constitute a personal humilia- 
tion for Dr Mahathir , whose vi- 
sion of a 21st-century high-tech 
Malaysia is now receding. 

Central to his plans for a 
competitive, post-industrial 
Malaysia is the MSSObn “Mul- 
timedia Super Corridor”, a 
750sq km area of high-tech in- 
dustries modelled on Califor- 
nia’s Silicon Valley. 

As the heart of this scheme. 


which was to incorporate an ad- 
vanced interconnecting digital 
network to attract high-tech 
investors, was to be Putrajaya, 
a new Malaysian capital city of 
unprecedented technological 
development The decision to 
freeze construction on Putrajaya 
after completion of only the first 
phase of the city was the only 
surprise announcement in the 
package of austerity measures. 

The development of a re- 
gional airport in the northern 
state of Kedah was also put on 
hold, while the armed forces 
were warned of stringent bud- 
get cuts over the coming 
months. 

Several major infrastructure 
projects are stiQ going ahead. 
A new M$9bn international 


airport in Kuala Lumpur is due 
to be completed next year. The 
capital's Light-Rail Transit sys- 
tem, a M$3.5bn attempt to al- 
leviate the city’s traffic 
congestion, will also go ahead, 
according to government offi- 
cials. So will a private sector-led 
project to span the Strait of 
Malacca with a bridge con- 
necting the peninsular with the 
Indonesian island of Sumatra. 

By cutting bock on commit- 
ments costing as much as 
M$100bn, the country will 
greatly reduce the cost of im- 
parts, and may even have a trade 
surplus. The economic turmoil 
in Southeast Asia means that 
Malaysia’s future is far from as- 
sured, but an immediate crisis 
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Keeper of the island fortress 


significant shorts 


Rauf Denktas (left), warns 
of his determination to 
counter Greek moves to 
integrate Cyprus into the 
EU, in an interview with 
Christopher de Beliaigue 


Nicosia — Diplomats struggling to get 
Cyprus's Greeks and Ihrfcs to setae 
their differences all knock on the 
door of the Turkish Cypriot leader, 
Rauf Denktas. But most come away 
with a flea in their ear. It was Mr Denk- 
tas who persuaded Turkey to invade 
Cyprus in 1974, when Greek nation- 
alists threatened to unite the island to 
Greece. Since 1983, when he was first 
elected president of what Turkish 
Cypriots and mainland Turks call the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, 
Mr Denktas has embodied intransi- 
gence on the subject 

From his handsome house in a 
suburb buQt by Cyprus's former British 
rulers, Mr Denktas fulminates against 
foreign diplomats' ignorance: “I am 
spending my time explaining this 
problem to people who know nothing 
about it." The unenlightened rile him 
on two counts. They refuse to recog- 
nise the legitimacy of his statelet, and 
support Glafcos Derides - Mr Denk- 
tas's Greek Cypriot counterpart - in 
his drive to shoehorn Cyprus, includ- 
ing the bit run by Mr Denktas, into the 
European Union. Once in the EU, he 
fears. Turkish Cypriots would be 
buried under the Greeks' numerical 
and economic superiority. 

Supported by Turkey, Mr Denktas 
appears content to be president of his 
little territory; His pan-Tlxrldc nation- 
alism goes down well with the immi- 
grant Turks who have settled on the 
island in large numbers since 1974. 

He denies Turkish Ctypriots are dif- 
ferent from mainland Turks. “If that 
idea should spread,” he warns, “we wfli 
become estranged from Turkey and be- 
come cattle feed for the Greeks.’' This 
distrust - prevalent on the Greek side 
of the island, too - is unwelcome to 
the mediators. “This guy doesn't want 
a settlement,” one said. 

Mr Denktas insists he does. “If the 
EU conies to its senses and does not 
bait us, we can go on talking, " he says, 
referring to a tetchy encounter he had 
with Mr Derides in Switzerland last 
month. He wants the EU to delay talks 
on Cyprus’s accession until Turkey - 


Turkish Cypriots' guarantor under the 
deal granting Cypres independence in 
1959 -joins the EU. The EU insists it 
will negotiate Cyprus's accession next 
year. “In that case, the talks will end 
and the island will remain two states.” 
Mr Denktas says he is determined to 
meet every Greek move to integrate 
Cyprus with the EU with initiatives to 
bind his bit of the island with Turkey. 

“If this was a question of resolving 
personal differences with Derides, ibis 
would have been sorted out years ago." 

He may be right The two leaders 
have more in common than a round- 
ish profile; both attended the British 
School in Nicosia. Those were the days 
when Children from both communities 
played together and knew the other’s 
.language. But Mr Denktas remains dzy- 
eyed. “I had Greek friends and we 
would go out drinking together. But 
these were not meaningful friend- 
ships; we never talked about politics.” 

Just as well, for Mr Denktas defends 
his comer stoutly, as Sir David Han- 
nay, Britain's mediator on Cypres, is 
aware. Mention Britain’s former am- 
bassador to the United Nations, and 
Mr Denktas wrinkles his nose. “I 
hope Hannay doesn’t come back. If he 
does, I shan't talk to him.” 

A second British knight. Sir John 
Weston, would also not be welcomed 
with a signed compendium of pho- 
tographs taken tty Mr Denktas. Sir 
John, British president of the UN Se- 
curity Council, forfeited this privilege 
after last month's talks, when he crit- 
icised “preconditions” Mr Denktas 
brought to the negotiating table. 

Right now, the British whom Mr 
Denktas dislikes most are those man- 
ning the two sovereign bases retained 
after independence. TWo days before 
our audience, British soldiers inter- 
cepted three Thrkish Cypriot farmers 
smuggling 400 goats and sneep from the 
south into the north. On the recom- 
mendation of a Greek vet the anim als 
were put down “Greeks and British 
hand in hand,” declared a local Turk- 
ish paper. Mr Denktas, his broody look 
suggests, agrees wholeheartedly. 


Worlds apart; A Turkish w at c lrt ow cr with a metal silhouette looking out over the buffer zone on to an area 
near Ayia Napa, in the Greek section of Cyprus, which has been divided since 1974 Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Clinton urges Congress 
to put him on fast-track 

President Bill Clinton yesterday inaugurated the new 
political term by making a formal request to Congress to 
enhance his power to negotiate international trade 

aS NfrSton wants Congress to restore what is called his 
•fast-track authority": the president's right to reach trade 
agreements with foreign states without having everydot 

and tXMama subject to Congressional amendment. This . 

“fast-track authority” lapsed when the Republicans, fresh 
from their victory in the 1994 congressional elections, . 
declined to renew it. . 

Mr Clinton says that he needs the power to conclude 

new free trade agreements with a number of Asian and 
South American countries - chief among them Chile, but 
also Brazil, Argentina, which he will visit next month. He " 
says it would demonstrate US commitment to free trade. 

Mary Dejevsky - Washington 

Russians display royal archives 

Archives documenting ihe murder of Russia's last tsar, . 
n yHpHing rare photographs of Tkar Nicholas II and his 
famil y and telegrams sent by the Bolsheviks recording their 
execution in 191S, went on display in Moscow. They were 
given bade to Russia by Liechtenstein’s ruler Prince Hans- 
Adamu He exchanged the documents for his own family’s. , 
archive, which was seized by Red Army troops at theend . 
of the Second World War. Reuters - Moscow 

Bosnians ordered to vote 

Bosnia's parties came under heavy international pressure • 
to go through with this weekend’s munidpai elections, 
jeoparised by the mounting tension between rival factions 
of Bosnian Serbs. \ 

The international High Representative on dvilian. 
affairs, Carlos Westendorp, held crisis talks with the leader 
of one of the two Serb factions, Momcilo Krajisnik, in a 
meeting hosted in. Belgrade fry the 'Yugoslav President, 
Slobodan Milosevic. Mr Krajisnik was trapped in a hotel in 
Banja Luka for several hours on Tuesday after trying in 
vain to organise a demonstration against his rival, Biljana ; 
Plavsic. Andrew Gumbef 

Iran goes nuts over trade ban 

The head of Iran’s nut exporting body accosed the 
European Union.-of banning imports of Iranian pistachios " 
under pressure from the United States. “They want to 
replace us in the world pistachio market,” said Mohammad ■ 
Hassaa Shams of the Dried Nuts Association in Tbbran. 

The EU announced the ban on Iranian pistachios because ' 
of fears of contamination. Pistachios are Iran’s largest non- . 
oil export after carpets. Reuters - Tehran 

Flamingo’s fatal leg-up 

A four-year-old pink flamingo believed to be the first of its ; 
Species to be fitted with an artificial leg had to be put down 
after he refused to eat, zoo officials said. The flamingo’s 
condition deteriorated in the three weeks since he was 
fitted with a plastic prosthesis. The officials said that the 
artificial limb did not have a joint, making it impossible for 
the bird to lie down. Reuters - Chicago 
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Ambassador’s new friend is an old foe 



The US ambassador to Vietnam, Douglas 'Pete' Peterson, greeted by Nguyen Vit Chop, 70, who captured him when his aircraft was shat down near Hanoi 
31 years ago. The former FoW returned to the village of An Doai, 40 ndes east of Hanoi, yesterday for the first time since his capture Photograph: AP 


Albright backs 
Israelis to the 
hilt on ‘terror’ 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 


Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of State, gave foil 
backing yesterday to Israel's de- 
mand that Palestinians make an 
assault on “Terror”, but made no 
public reference to Israeli set- 
tlement expansion and land 
confiscations. 

From the moment Mrs Al- 
bright arrived, on her first vis- 
it to Israel as Secretary of State, 
her focus was unrelenting. She 
said President Bill Clinton's 
message to Israel was that “we 
are with you in your insistence 
that the Palestinian Authority 
fulfil the responsibilities ana 
obligations ft has undertaken”. 

At a joint press conference in 
front of his office Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli prime 
minister, said that Yasser Ar afat , 
the Patestinian leader, must de- 
cide whether he wanted “peace 
with Hamas [the Islamic militant 
organisation] or peace with Is- 
rael”. Earlier. Mrs Albright vis- 
ited a hospital to meet victims 
of last week’s suicide bomb at- 
tack, which has set the tone for 
her visit. 

Speaking of the injured, Mrs 
Albright said: “You can see in 
their eyes that they are ready fix’ 


a new life here.” In the West 
Bank town of Nablus about SO 
protesters handed out leaflets 
showing the Statue of Liberty 
with Mrs Albright’s head and 
plunging a sword into the body 
of a bleeding man representing 
tbe Palestinian people. 

In tbe days before Mrs Al- 
bright began her visit, Pales- 
tinian leaders tried to persuade 
the US that she should not con- 
centrate solely on Israeli secu- 
rity. but also on Israeli 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank, release of prisoners and 
safe passage between Gaza and 
the West Bank. Overall, the 
Palestinians are fearful that Mr 
Netanyahu is seeking to evade 
implementing the 1995 Interim 
Agreement under which Israel 
was to end its occupation of 
most of the West Bank 

Mrs Albright denied yester- 
day that she had used tougher 
words in private to Mr Ne- 
tanyahu than she had in public. 
At a meeting earlier the Israeli 
President, Ezer Weizman, is 
said to have told her, in words 
likely to cause controversy in Is- 
rael, that die should “knock 
heads together”, the heads in 
question being those of Mr 
Netanyahu and Mr Arafat. 

The Secretary of State will 




see Mr Arafat today in Ramal- 
lah, the autonomous Palestin- 
ian enclave just to the north of 
Jerusalem, where she will pre- 
sumably also repeat that he 
should 'destroy the “infrastruc- ■ 
tun:" of Hamas. 

Already one senior Pales- 
tinian official. Hunan Ashrawi. 
has criticised the way Mrs Al- 
bright began her one-weyk vis- 
it to the Middle East, saying she 
displayed “a wholeheartedly 
one-sided approach". At the 
same time the Palestinians are ■ 
trying to draw the Americans 
into the negotiations, on both 
security and civilian issues, in or- 
der to dilute Israeli influence. 

Mr Netanyahu is under limit- 
ed pressure from the Israeli 
public to reach an agreement 
with Mr Arafat. The Palestinian ‘ 
leader may believe that the in- 
ternment of hundreds of Hamas ’ 
members is his only real card, 
and is not to be played until he 
is promised a settlement freeze. ■ 

While the diplomatic stalemate 
goes on, the balance on the 
grounJ in the West Bank between 
Israels and Palestinians is chang- 
ing. Sales of apartments in West 
Bank settlements rose by 5b per 
cent in the first seven months of 
the year, the Ministry of Con- 
struction and Housing said. 


Leaderless Chinese 
battle openly for 
a place at the top 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


The Emperor is dead, and for 
the first lime in years there is no- 
one in China with sufficient po- 
litical muscle to insist on who 
gets what top jobs. The 15lh 
Communist Party Congress, the 
first full party gathering since 
the death of Deng Xiaoping in 
February, starts tomorrow alter 
unprecedented last-minute 
wrangling over personnel 
changes at the top of the Chi- 
nese power structure. 

“The difference between this 
upcoming 15th parry congress 
and all the party congresses held 
before is that this time wc lack 
a god, we lack a great leader 
who can be widely recognised 
as the leader," said Wmg Shan, 
a political author with links to 
senior party officials. 

A Western diplomat agreed 
that “various solutions keep 
on going round and round" 
about personnel changes. “It is 
rather unusual in that normal- 
ly party congresses are forums 
for announcing decision which 
are made beforehand. Things 
are not quite as smooth as they 
wish to have them portrayed for 
a unified, dignified, leadership,” 
he added. 

In theory, all top job move- 


ments should have been fi- 
nalised last month when the 
leadership decamped to the 
Beidaihe seaside resort for its 
annual holiday. But this year a 
consensus proved elusive. A 
foU party congress is held only 
once every five years in China 
and must put in place a new par- 
ty Central Committee, Polit- 
buro. and all-powerful Standing 
Committee for the next five 
years, as well as agreeing next 
year’s government changes, es- 
pecially finding a job for the out- 
going prime minister, Li Peng. 

Ail this was supposed to give 
President Jiang Zemin an op- 
portunity to impose his au- 
thority as the “core” of the 
post-Deng leadership. But Mr 
Jiang lacks the authoritarian 
power of Deng or Chairman 
Mao, and this leads to the sort 
of squabbling for jobs that one 
sees in more open systems. 

The optimists say this is all 
part of China's evolution. “Per- 
sonally I believe that today's sit- 
uation, both for China and for 
the party itself, is a kind of 
progress." said Mr Wang. “It is 
not such a good thing if before 
the party congress opens, we al- 
ready know who will occupy 
what positions.” But the party 
would have prefered to sort all 
this out weeks ago. 


The problem is tbat, under 
the constitution, Mr Li must 
step down as prime minister 
next March, after two termsin 
office. Zhu Rongji, currently a 
vice-prime minister in charge 
of the economy, is expected to 
replace him as' the prime min- 
ister, but a new role is needed 
for Mr Li. 

Mr Li is second only to Mr 
Jiang in the power hierarchy, 
and intends to remain so. 

At first it was thought Mr 
Jiang might re-invent the posi- 
tion of party chairman with Mr 
Li as his deputy, but this irri- 
tated some party elders. Then 
it was proposed that Mr Li could 
lake over the chairmanship of 
the National People’s Congress 
from Qiao Shi - only Mr Qiao, 
who has less than dose relations 
with Mr Jiang, did not want to 
budge. 

Eleventh-hour negotiations 
have also continued on whether 
to expand the Standing Com- 
mittee, and on new appoint- 
ments to the Politburo. Mr 
Jiang is anxious to have as 
many allies as possible on these 
bodies, to secure his position 
into the next century. “I suppose 
it makes for a more democrat- 
ic congress if some decisions arc 
actually made at the congress,” 
said the diplomat. 
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.more branches on or near 
campus than any other bank 


STUDENTS 


Storting college or university? 

We con help with: 

• More student branches on or near 
campus than Gny other bonk, plus a 
network of over 15,000 cash 
machines. 

• Specialist Student Banking Teams 
and student advisers to offer 
useful advice about your finances 
whenever it's needed. 

• At least £35 cash for first gear 
students, with a bonus of £15 if you 
reaistcr at one of our branches with 
a Student Banking Service. 


• The right level of overdraft to see 
you through the year, v/ith up to 
£1.000 completely interest-free. 

With all this, plus much much more, its 
no wonder so many students choose 
Mat West. 

I To apply or for more information i 

call 0800 200 400 

| Som-opm, Monday -Friday 
and bom-bom on Saturcau 


A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


internet address www-natwestco.uk/studerrts 
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PRICE -WE CANT BE BEATEN 

Every week we check the 
prices efh u keds 
of products hi tiie national 
press to auto sure tint 
Dixons Price Check prices 
can't be beaten.’ 


RANGE— BRTIAIIPS 
BIGGEST 

No one stocks more 
O cameras. 


ADVICE YOU GAN TRUST 

w r Wei help you find the 
\0 camera thatfa right far you 


SfflSSig! 


LAT ES T TECHNOLOGY 

jjS tf ft's new, we've got rL 
. V# Come in end see it now. 


QUALITY GUARANTEED 

y AI products are bected by 
A Masteroare, Britain's biggest 
service and repair network. 


DIGITAL CAMERAS 


SAVE^IOO 


m 


intereItfrieeoption 

,NT ON ALL DIGIT AL CAMERAS 

New Technology 


CASIO 


QV-IOAVIIAt 


FUJI 


► Dfgrtaly stored images - no more ftn or developing. 

» BultHh LCD screen for instant viawhg. 

► Download knages onto yotr PC to Uustrate documents; 
fax and e-mai your pictures. 

* Larger memory sizes hcrease image storage - up to as 
many as 192 shots. 

► Image manipidation software to Improve aid modfy yoir 
pictLses. 





• . . - . 

b"<**k* 9k 

Kodak:- 

DIGITAL CAMERA 

• 493 x 373 pixels. • 16 * colour LCD. 

• Stores up to 30 images. • 2Mb internal memory (upgradable)- 

VOUCHER PRJCE 

Photoshop and 
Photoenhanc er Sof tware. ! 

In-store Price £27999. . 

LARGER STORES 


0 >»voucharparpuctaMNatfarunnUicaierortBn.ortar 
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Professor Leon Edel 


Leon Edel, biographer anrf ed- 
^orof Hemy James, was the 
raremost Jamesian scholar of his 
flge and played an important 
pan in rescuing the novelist 
&om the indifference of British 
readers and the hostility of 
those American critics who be- 
lieved that James had betrayed 
his birthright in turning his 
back od his native land and in 
taking British nationality. 

Edel, like James, was a cos- 
mopolitan. Bom in Pittsburgh 
in 1907, he went to McGill 
University, Montreal, at the 
early age of 16 and there first 
became obsessed by Hemy 
James. Having taken his degree, 
he won a scholarship to the Sor- 
bonne, where be earned a doc- 
torate for a dissertation on 
Henry James’s theatrical years. 
While still a student he visited 
Edith Wharton at Saint Brice in 
search of information about 
James’s plays and about Walter 
Berry, a mutual friend of hers 
and James's. 

She knew nothing about the 
plays and was defensive about 
Berry, suspecting Edel of being 
a “publishing scoundrel”. But 
she soon warmed to him, and 
a few years later, when recom- 
mending hhn for a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, remarked with un- 
usual prescience, for he bad 
written little yet to warrant ft, 
that be bad “the sympathy and 
understanding which are nec- 
essary to lift a work of erudition 
to the level of literature”. 

During the Second World 
Whr he served as an intelligence 
officer in the Uoited States 
forces, and afterwards as Chief 
of Information Control, News 
Agency, in the US Zone of Oc- 
cupation from 1946 to 1947. At 
this time Rupert Hart-Davis was 
just setting up his own publish- 
ing firm. He was to open his ac- 
count in February 1947 with 
Fourteen Stories by Henry James 
edited by his partner David 
Garnett, and was planning oth- 
er reprints. He suggested to 
Theodora Bosanquet. James's 
last secretary, that he should 
reprint her little book Henry 
James at Work. She demurred 



Edel: magnificent obsession 


but recommended “a brilliant 
young American'' who had writ- 
ten a theas on James in French, 
Lieutenant JJ_ Edel 

Hart-Davis got in touch with 

him, and eventually they met in 
New York, where Edel was liv- 
ing in aflat that looked out on 
to the United Nations building, 
and earning a living by report- 
ing its proceedings and writing 
reviews in an eveningpaper. Al- 
though be had briefly held an 
assistant professorship at Mon- 
treal before the war, he found 
that his French doctorate was 
of little help in persuading any- 
one to give him a new post. It 
was not until 1952 that he got 
back into teaching, first at 
Princeton and then with various 
professorships at New York 
University, where his career 
was crowned in 1966 with a 
Henry James Professorship 
created especially for him. 

Meanwhile Hart-Davis had 
signed him up not only for an 
edition of James’s plays, for 
which be already had an Amer- 
ican contract, and which came 
out in 1949, but also for a new 
biography of the novelist The 
first volume appeared in 1953, 
the second not until 1962. TTiey 
earned him excellent reviews, 

awarded botiTt^Iu^ Na- 
tional Book Award and a 
Pulitzer Prize. 

The biography had original- 
ly been envisaged as two vol- 
umes, but when the first one was 
finished Edel realised that he 
would need two more to com- 
plete the job, and so on with 
each succeeding volume, until 
there were five in afl. the last and 
longest not appearing until 
1972. By this time the work was 
being hailed, in VS. Pritchett’s 
words, as “a masterpiece of the 
biographer's art”. Edel had suc- 
ceeded in making a life in which 
“nothing happened" as en- 
thralling as anything in Dumas. 

This was a remarkable 
achievement because James 
had gone out of his way to cov- 
er his tracks. In 1903 be made 
a great bonfire of his papers, 
and he revealed himself no 
more than he oould help in his 
own letters, which he urged his 
recipients, without much suc- 
cess, to “burn, burn, burn". 
Edei’s pertinacity, cunning and 
hick in uncovering these tracks, 
together with the sheer fun of 
the chase, provide an enter- 
taining chapter in his Literary 
Biography (1957). 

Edel was a stalwart defend- 
er of the biographical approach 
to literary criticism, which he 
rescued from banality by taking 
into account the writer’s inte- 

essence of^life t * ISeD from the 
eternal clutter of days and 
years”. His approach was always 


psychological He had been in- 
terested m psychology and psy- 
choanalysis ever ance he visited 
Alfred Adler in Vienna in 1930, 
and he himself had been suc- 
cessfully psychoanalysed to re- 
move a serious writer’s block 
when he came out of the army. 
His study The Psychological 
Novel was published in 1955 and 
Stuff of Sleep and Dreams, what 
he called “Experiments in 
literary Psychology”, in 1982. 

He was never tempted to im- 
itate his Master’s style but tack- 
led complex subjects with 
exemplary clarity and wrote a 
limpid prose in which the an- 
fractuoshies of the quotations 
from James stand out like rocks 
in a mountain stream. A 
younger colleague once con- 
fessed sadly that he tried to 
write like Edel but “somehow 
it always turns out different". 

He made many other contri- 
butions to Jamesian scholarship, 
edited collections of James's 
writings on the novel and on the 
theatre and his Complete Tales 
in 12 volumes in 1962-64. He 
brought out James’s Selected 
Letters (1956) and a more com- 
prehensive collection of Letters 
in four volumes in 1974-84. He 
also edited Henry’s sister Alice’s 
diaries (1965), and with the en- 
ergetic help of Dan R Laurence 
he compiled a Bibliography of 
Henry James (1957). He wrote 
prefeces to the BodLey Head 
Henry James in 11 volumes 
(1967-74) and to several 
reprints of James’s novels. 

He published books on other 
authors, including James Joyce 
in 1947 and Wlfla Gather, com- 
pleting ELK. Brown’s life of her, 
in 1953. He edited four volumes 
of Edmund Wilson's diaries 
(1976-86) and wrote Blooms- 
bury: a house of Uons (1979). 
This is a good general view of 
the group, but none of these 
books has quite the authority of 
his work on James. James was 
his fief and his preserve. 

In 1976, 60 yean after 
James’s death, his great-nephew 
Alexander James unveiled a 
plaque to him in Westminster 
Abtey. Edel was called upon to 
give an address. It was the cul- 
mination of all that he bad 
worked for. 

Meanwhile in 1972 he had 
left New York to take up a pro- 
fessorship in Hawaii There he 
spent the rest of his life, con- 
tinuing to write and revise his 
work and indulging his fondness 
for swimming. During his aca- 
demic career ne served on many 
committees, held many visiting 
professorships and was rewar- 
ded with numerous honours; 
even his contributions to psy- 
chology were marked by hon- 
orary memberriiqjofapsychmtiic 
institute and the American 
Institute for Psychoanalysis. 


Edel was a genial companion 
and a welcome guest He was an 
unfailing ly entertaining talker, 
though one ccniJti not but notice 
how quickly the topic of con- 
versation would shift to Hemy 
James. But nobody minded, for 
he could talk for hours upon his 
magnificent obsession without 
ever becoming a bore. 

Richard Garnett 

I first met Leon Edel in the ear- 
ly 1950s with Rnpen Hart-Davis, 
who had recently published my 
book on the friendship between 
Henry James and Robert Louis 
Stevenson, writes Janet Adam 
Smith. So I was accepted as an 
ally in their mission to bring 
James back to the centre of the 
literary scene with Rupert pub- 
lishing, Leon editing,- snort 
stories, plays, letters, and final- 
ly producing the magnificent 
biography. 

Our three-cornered friend- 
ship - later extended to indude 
June Hart-Davis, Leon’s third 
wife Marjorie and my husband 
John Carleton - flourished in 
Soho Square, the Garrick, my 
house and, after Rupert's re- 
tirement, at Marske in the 
Yorkshire dales. Wherever we 
were, whatever other topics 
came up -and Leon had a wide 
range of interests - the talk 
would come round at last to 
Henry James. I really believe 
that Leon - wearing a ring that 
had once belonged to the Mas- 
ter! - felt that by immersing 
himself so deeply in James’s life 
and thought something of their 
essence had been transmitted to 
him. “Even in death,” he once 
wrote me, “the biographee 
makes demands on biographer.” 

When I was teaching in New 
York in the Sixties, and Leon 
was a professor at New York 
University, we often met in the 
lively and hospitable home of 
John and Phyllis Gordon (John 
was curator of the Berg Col- 
lection of the New York Library 
and discoverer of the manu- 
script of The Waste Land). My 
sharpest memory though is of 
a dinner with Leon and nis wife 
Roberta, a Freudian analyst, m 
their apartment on Central 
Park. There were three of us - 
but places set for four, the oth- 
er diner being a huge black cat 
which perched gravely on a 
stool and ate off the table in a 
rather finical way. 

There was much talk of 
James and of Edel when l was 
visiting Anthony and Violet 
Powell in the summer of 1973 
- they admired his biography, 
but had never met him. I said 
I'd love to arrange a meeting 
when Leon came over next - but 
I'd no idea when that ought be. 
There had also been some 
grumbling from Tony about 
critics of his own novels who 



Hemy James in 1900; In a lifetime of James scholarship, Edel 
edited Ms letters and plays, collected Ms miscellaneous works and 


wrote a ftve-votmne biography 

said he overdid the coinci- 
dences. Back in London next 
day I found a message - Leon 
was shortly arriving! It wasn’t 
possible to have a meeting that 
year, but when Leon came over 
for the James memorial in West- 
minster Abbey in 1976, he and 
the Powells did lunch with me, 
and he wrote afterwards of “the 
delight and apparently inex- 
haustible substance of our talk”. 
The ghost of Henry James had 
hovered over the table. 

Next day we were all in the 
abbey for the unveiling, by 
Henry James's great-nephew, of 
the plaque in Poets' Corner, and 
the address bjf Leon. I had 
gone with Phyllis Gordan, who 
had asked Arthur Crook and me 
to lunch afterwards. Meeting 
Leon on our way out, she invited 
him to join us - and when he ex- 
plained he was giving lunch to 
Alexander James, she invited 
him too. So there we were, en- 
joying an excellent lunch at the 
Ritz— four elders devoted to the 
Master and the young kinsman 
who dearly felt a bit out of his 
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>th and seemed more at ease 
talking about protest move- 
ments on the college campus. A 
dormti for a James short story? 

Announcing one of his rare 
later visits to London from 
Honolulu, “I hope you will dine 
with me,” Leon wrote, “and we 
will fete our reunion and shrug 
our shoulders at Time." 


Joseph Leon Edel English schol- 
ar and writer: bom Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 9 September 1W7; 
Assistant Professor, Sir George 
Williams University, Montreal 
1932-34; Adjunct Professor, New 
York University 1950-53, Asso- 
ciate Professor 1953-55, Profes- 
sor of English 1955-66. Henry 
James Professor of English ana 
American Letters 1966-73 (Em- 
eritus); FRSL 1970; Citizens 
Professor of English, University 
of Hawaii 1972-78 (Emeritus); 
married 1935 Bertha Cohen 
(marriage dissolved 1950), 1950 
Roberta Roberts (marriage 
dissolved 1979), 1980 Marjorie 
Sinclair; died Honolulu 6 
September 1997. 


General Sir John Hackett 


Under the extreme pressure of 
battle, John Hackett could bring 
both his powerful intellect and 
prodigious courage to Lhe fore. 
In command of the 4th Para- 
chute Brigade at Arnhem he 
fought alongside his men in 
hand-to-hand combat, knowing 
before the battle commenced 
that they were doomed by inept 

pla nnin g. 

Severely injured by a shell 
splinter, be was taken to an en- 
emy-held hospital where the 
German surgeon considered 
that it would be a waste of time 
to operate. His life was saved by 
a South African surgeon. Soon 
after the operation he was told 
that, unless he could walk out 
of the hospital, he would soon 
be taken prisoner. With his 
head in a blood-stained ban- 
dage, he escaped and was hid- 
den by a Dutch family at 
considerable risk to themselves. 

At the end of what he con- 
sidered a full and exciting war, 
he was awarded the DSO and 
Bar as well as an MG 

“Shan" Hackett was born in 
Perth, Western Australia, in 
1910. His father, also Sir John 
Win thro p Hackett, who was of 
Irish descent, owned two news- 
papers. He was educated at 
Geelong Grammar School af- 
ter which he studied painting at 
the Central School of Art in 
London before attending New 
college, Oxford, where he read 
both Greats and Modern His- 
tory under Richard Crossman. 

He had hoped to become a 
don, but his degree was not 
good enough, so he joined his 

great-grandfather’s old regi- 
ment, the 8th King's Royal 
Irish Hussars. However, he 
continued his academic studies 
as a subaltern and his thesis on 
Saladin and the Third Crusade 
earned him a BLitL He also 
qualified as an interpreter in 
French and German and later, 
while serving with the Italian 


cavalry, added Italian. In 1937, 
while serving with the T rans- Jor- 
dan Frontier Force (TJFF), he 
became fluent in Arabic. 

At the start of the Second 
World War be was still serving 
with the TJFF and in 1941 
took part in the Syrian cam- 
paign, where be was wounded 
and awarded the MC. 

Recovering from his wounds, 
he met his wife-to-be, an Aus- 
trian living in Palestine, while 
walking by the shores of the Sea 
of Galilee. Although she was 
classed as an enemy, he was de- 
termined to marry her. Advised 
by many not to do so, he mar- 
ried her in 1942 in St George’s 
Cathedral Jerusalem. What fol- 
lowed was 55 years of happiness. 

He rejoined his old regiment 
in the Western Desert where he 
was again wounded and award- 
ed a DSO. While recovering 
from his wounds, be was cm the 
staff of GHO in Cairo, where 
TE. Lawrence had spent a lit- 
tle time, in the First World War. 
Here Hackett was at his most 
creative, re-or g a n i s i n g, the raid- 
ing forces, such as the Long 

Range Desert Group and David 

Stirling's SAS as well as raising 
and naming “Pbpski’s Private 
Army”. These small, highly mo- 
bile forces would engage the en- 
emy behind their lines and then 
disappear back into the desert, 
only to reappear 500 miles fur- 
ther away, to strike again. Hack- 
ett knew from his desert 
experiences much about the 
war of the flea - how to sting 
in awkward places and make life 

uncomfortable for the enemy. 
He instinctively recognised the 
boldness and unorthodoxy of 
these units and was at one with 
their intellectual atmosphere. 
He bad earned their respect. 

Now at his peak, he was not 
a man to be behind a desk and, 
at the age of 33, he was select- 
ed to raise, train and command 
the 4th Parachute Brigade, 



Hackett heads a student demo, 1974 
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which be led with considerable 
success in Italy and North Africa. 
Although he came into the “air- 
borne world" as a cavalryman, 
one of his officers recalled: “He 
had the right sort of flair. He was 
ahead of his time with his think- 
ing and remained so.” 

Before Arnhem he briefed his 
officers about the overall plan, 
and spoke frankly of his mis- 


sing ] 

slaughtered alongside him re- 
mained indelibly etched in his 
memory. Apart from when be 
was with his family, he was nev- 
er more at ease, after the war, 
than with the few survivors of his 
beloved Parachute Brigade. He 
recorded his experiences at 
Arnhem in the moving and re- 
vealing/ Mis a Stranger ( 1977). 


In 1947, be returned to Pales- 
tine to command the TJPF, 
where be had the awkward task 
of disbanding the armed forces 
after the end of the British man- 
date and the creation of Israel 
While there, he would spend his 
leave in Austria and in fad spent 
a term at Graz University in 
postgraduate medieval studies. 

He returned to Western Eu- 
rope to become Commander of 
the 20th Armoured Brigade, 
and in 1960 was appointed 
General Officer Command ing- 
in-Chief of Northern Ireland. 
He was then moved to the 
Ministiy of Defence as Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff, re- 
sponsible for organisation and 
weapons development. 

Hjs rapier wit and inability to 
suffer fools, especially senior of- 
ficers, made him enemies. But 
he tenaciously kept to his 
course, in spite of realising that 
the ultimate crown, the Chuef of 
Defence, would be denied him. 
He was, however, promoted 
General and took command of 
the Rhine Army and with it the 
parallel appointment of Com- 
mander, Northern Army Group 
from 1966 to 1968. 

On his retirement in 1968, he 
became Principal of King’s Col- 
lege London. He was a natur- 
al leader and much at borne in 
the academic world. As with the 
young officers of former years, 
he was able to understand the 
undergraduate mind and it was 
characteristic of him that he 
should join the student march- 
es through London in 1974. 
Bowler-hatted and canying at 
umbrella, he was, as always, at 
the front facing the flak. 

After his retirement from 
King's - to which he relumed 
as a Visiting Professor in Clas- 
sics from 1977 - he devoted 

full-time. He was a superf 
speaker, clear and forthright, 
but never pompous. He became 


known to a wider world through 
his appearances on television 
and radio. 

It was through this medium 
that people began to change 
their opinion of senior'merobers 
of the British army. He rapid- 
ly displaced the image of 
Colonel Blimp and replaced 
him with an image of a quick- 
silver mind, foil of compassion 
and understanding, as well as a 
master of strategy. 

In 1978 he wrote The Third 
World War, a work of imagina- 
tion about the possible outcome 
of a global war in 1985. The 
book sold over 3 million copies. 
In 1982 The Third Wbrid Wan the 
untold story proved an interest- 
ing update predicting the dis- 
integration of the Soviet Union 
and the strategic importance of 
oil in the Middle East The fol- 
lowing year, he wrote a well- 
received television series and 
book on the British army called 
The Profession of Arms. He also 
edited Warfare in the Ancient 
Wbrid (1989). 

Max Arthur 


John Winthrop Hacked, soldier 
and scholar born forth, AustmSa 
5 November 1910; MBE 1938. 
CBE 1953; MC 1941; DSO 1942, 
and bar 1945; CB 1958, KCB 
1962 CCB 2967; Commandant, 
Rayri Military College cf Science, 
1958-61; GOC-in-C Northern 
Ireland Command 1961-63; 
Deputy Chief of Imperial General 
Staff 196364; Deputy Chief of the 
General $ 

1964-66; t-ommanaer-i 
BAOR. and Commander. North- 
Group in Nato 2966- 


68.-ADC (General) to the Queen 


London 1968-75: President, UK 
Classical. Association 1971 ; Pres- 
ident , UK English Association 
1973; FRSL 1982; married 1942 
Margaret Frena (one dau^tter de- 
ceased, two stepdaughters); died 
9 September 1997. 


Dr Patrick 

Fergusson 


Patrick Fergusson was one of 
the last of the old-festooned 
central London GPs. He had 

qualified as a doctor before the 

National Heal* Service Act of 
1946, and delivered a particu- 
lar, bespoke care that smacks 
now of another age; and, hav- 
ing established honself before 
the 1960s property boom thove 
so atony London doctors to 
commute from the city’s 
outer reaches, he lived, ever 
available, over his shop. 

He dressed the pan. With 
black coat, striped trousers, 
smart leather case and -years 
before antiquity demanded it 
- a handsome River-topped 

tient)?he was air inuSstakaEle 
figure on the- streets of 
Paddington or Maiylebone. In 
his stately perambulations he 
resembled rather the local 
bobby, or a pried on his visits. 

Medicine was for him a vo- 
cation rather than a profession. 
Modem London medical prac- 
tices now operate in “teams”, 
with bleeps and mobiles, work- 
ing on rotas like normal peo- 
ple, enjoying days, even 
weekends off. Not for him: in 
the last 19 years of his practice 
he worked alone, without, un- 
til its last months, even an an- 
swering machine. After his 
loyal but rather fearsome sec- 
retary Mrs Cox (no one dared 
call her Cecily) died in 1980. in 
her mid-eighties, he never re- 
placed her. If he left the house 
unattended, all telephone calls 
were, by an elaborate proce- 
dure, “transferred”. Loomis 
were only for his annual three- 
week, holiday in Scotland. 

He was bora to doctoring. 
His grandfather James Fer- 
gusson, from Dumfriesshire, 
came south in the 1870s to 
practise in Richmond, Surrey. 
His father, Gordon, was a doc- 
tor in the Navy, retiring as Sur- 
geon Rear-Admiral His unde 
and godfather, Drummond, 
was Virginia Woolfs doctor 
(“Fergus*) in Richmond. His 
elder brother, Ian, is still a 
doctor in Richmond. 

Patrick (“Pat" to his family) 
was born in 1919 in Soutfasea, 
Portsmouth, where his father 
was then stationed. He was ed- 
ucated at Stubbinglon, a prep 
school outside Portsmouth 
popular with the Navy, and Ep- 
som College, the doctor’s pub- 
lic school, in Surrey. In 
common with many naval chil- 
dren, he had no single family 
home. His happiest school hol- 
idays were spent at his unde's 
house in Peeblesshire, Hall- 



Fergusson: doctor as- Mend 
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yards, once the home of an- 
other Fergus(s)oa, Professor 
Adam Ferguson, the philoso- 
pher father of Walter Scott’s 
friend Adam, who introduced 
Scott to the local celebrity, the 
Black Dwarf. 

After medical school at 
King's College London, Fer- 
gusson enrolled in the RNVR. 
His wartime career was spent 
largely on convoy duty in the 
North Atlantic, his duties as 
ship’s doctor doubling with 
that of ce [Jarman and, for the 
Normandy landings, photog- 
rapher. Photography remained 
one of his preoccupations. 

His medical career resumed 
after the Second World Whr at 
the Westminster Hospital, and 
it was at Westminster Chil- 
dren’s Hospital that be met his 
future wife, Alison Miles, also 
a doctor and the child of a 
Rear-Admiral; they were mar- 
ried in 1951, shortly after which 
Fergusson went into partner- 
ship with Dr Fraser Carey, in 
a general practice based ini- 
tially on Connaught Square, in 
an area much bombed which 
was to be reborn as the “Tyburn 
Estate”, the Church Commis- 
sioners’ contribution to post- 
war town planning north and 


Sabatino Moscati, archaeolo- 
gist, died Rome 8 September, 
aged 74. Discovered the Punic 
aiy of Mount Sirai in Sardinia 
and Punic fortresses in Tunisia 
and Sicily. 

Richie Ash bum, baseball 
player, died Philadelphia 9 Sep- 


west of Marble Arch- “Con- 
nanght Village”, as the estate 
agents now call it, was still an 
urban village then, with real 
shops, not shop-fronted of- 
fices. with cobblers* cbocolate- 
makers, a gunsmith- 3 choice ol 
fishmongers, a florist who sold 
Lade Rje pots for a pittance, 
a dairy. It has changed slowly 
but utterly. 

Eraser Carey. 14 years Fcr- 
gusson’s senior, was one of the 
disting uish ed sons of G.M. 
Carey, the England rugby play- 
er and Sherborne schoolmas- 
ter who was the original of Alee 
Waugh's “The Bull” in The 
Loom of ybuth m , another son 
was Headmaster of Broms- 
grove, another Bishop _ of 
Edinburgh, a third Legal Sec- 
retary to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Carey's Etonian 
urbanity and Fergusson’s qui- 
et courtliness made them fit 
partners in a practice which 
combined, as was then 
commonplace, private patients 
on the one hand and a full Na- 
tional Health “panel” on the 
other. 

After Carey's death in 1972. 
Ftagusson, reluctant to seek a 
new partner, sustained both 
private and National Health 
sides until pressure of work 
forced him to choose between t 
them. When he elected to go 
private, many of his National 
Health patients followed him; 
some he deliberately under- 
charged (he charged anyway in 
guineas long after most patients 
had forgotten what a guinea 
was), and all he never charged 
a “going” rate. 

reigusson was a listener, 
whose tentative, even ponder- 
ous mode of conversation ( the 
length of his telephonic paus- 
es could be startling) inspired 
unusual trust. His inscrutable 
blue eyes could give way as eas- 
ily to a boyish twinkle as to an 
expression of elaborate exas- 
peration (what the writer Can- 
dia McWilliam, a friend but 
not a patient, called his “out- 
raged ostrich stare”); he had a ; 

very dry humour and made an 
art-form of gentle teasing. In 
playing the part, he became the 
part. 

His pastoral care, especial- 
ly as he, and his patients, aged, 
often involved weekly visits, re- 
gardless of need, as friend as 
much as doctor. His practice 
extended, at various times, 
from royalty (Princess Arthur 
of Connaught) to the nuns of 
Tyburn; but his discretion was 
absolute. For a long time he 
had the care of the formidable 
Dame Rebecca West, but he re- 
fused to talk to her biogra- 
phers. He was honorary 
physician to the Royal Society 
of Literature, through his pa- 
tient and friend Molly Patter- 
son, its doyenne Secretary, and 
would boast that he had known 
her successor Maggie Parham 
(by coincidence a Carey 
cousin) long before his son. 
who married her in 1996. 

After the Second World 
War. Fergusson never went 
abroad again. He didn't acquire * 
a television until he was near- ' 
ly 50. When perforce he trav- 
elled in an aeroplane in 1992 
it was the first time for more 
than half a century. He enjoyed 
home and Scotland. He read 
enormously, especially female 
novelists, with surnames be- 
ginning with B. He was inter- 
ested in pictures, pots, 
watching sport and listening to 
7 he Archers. He was private, 
meticulous, painstaking; even 
his local pharmacist could read 
his tiny and immaculate wril- 
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prescript ively runic. 

He would certainly have 
practised to the end, if, a year 
after the cruel early death of his 
wife in 1990, rheumatoid 
arthritis had not immobilised 
him. During two months in hos- 
pital for a pair of new hips, he 
decided to retire. 

Death, when it came, was 
quick. He had gone into hos- 
pital for nothing grave, it 
seemed, and died just five days 
after the death of his favourite c 
artist, Carel Weight. He was ~ 
reading the latest volume of 
diaries by his cousin James 
Lees-Milne. 

Janes Fergusson 

Patrick Drummond Fergusson. 
medical practitioner: bom 
Portsmouth 22 June 1919; mar- 
ried 1951 Dr Alison Miles (died 
1990; one son. two daughters ); 
died London 18 August 1997 . 


tember, aged 70. Batting cham- 
mon for the Philadelphia 
Phillies 1948-59. P 

AbArflah Al-lhraflo. politician. 
diedCano, aged 80. A founder 
of Opec m 1960, when he be- 
came Sandi Arabia’s first oil 
minister. 


DEATHS 

IANSON-SMITH: On 6 Sqtombtf. in 

a tragic accident in Wiles. Bryan. 
preriStfi husband of Ruth and a 
bektfed son, brother and unde, aged 
64 wart. Thanlqpvinr suvirecmSal- 
oprfay d October at St refer s Qmicb, 
Sbambrook, EtodfonJ. at UJ<hnL 
Donations if wished to Noraan&Vw- 
tlni Support, c/o E. Hill and Son, Fu- 
neral D&ectora. ftwbore WR10 1HZ. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


For Gazette, plane telephone 1171-293 
2*11, or ft* lo 0171-2*3 2M*. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

DrXCL. Booth 
and Dr I- A. FearfieM 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Jonathan, son of Sir Christo- 
pher Booth and of Dr Lavinia 
Loughrldge, both of London, and 
Louise, daughter of Mr Michael 


Fearfidd, of Ripley. North Yorkshire, 
and of Mrs Angela Fearfkkl, of Lor- 
ton, Cumbria. 

Birthdays 

Professor Norman A&bton, patholo- 
gist, 84; Mr Franz Beckenbauer, 
footballer, 52; Sir Austin Bide, hon- 
orary president, Glaxo, S2; Dame 
Margaret Booth, former High Court 


judge, $4; Mr Paul Cole, racehorse 
trainer, 56; Mis Mary Fagan, Lord- 
Lieutenant of Hampshire 58; Sir 
Bernard Feilden, architect, 78; Mr 
Eddie George, Governor, Bank of 
England, 59; Lord Gibson-Whtt, for- 
mer government minuter, 79; Mr 
Michael Lambert, racehorse trainer, 
53; Mr Richard Linley, jockey, 43; 
Lord Mayhcw of Tfrysden QC, for- 




mer government minister, 68; Mr An- 
drew Rowe MP, 62; Mr Bany 
Sheene, racing motor cyclist, 47; 
The Right Rev John Thylor, former 
Bishop of Winchester, 83. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Pierre de Ronsard, poet, 
1524; David Herbert Lawrence, nov- 
elist, 1885. Deaths; David Ricardo, 


IL-. 


economist, 1823; Nikita Sergeye- 
vich Khrushchev, Russian leader, 
1971. Os rids day: the Duke of 
Marlborough de fe ated the French at 
the Battle of Malplaquet, 1709. To- 
day is the Feast Day of St DeinioL 
St Raphnutios, St Pattons of Lyons, 
St Peter of Chavanon, Saints Protns 
and Hyacinth and St Theodora of 
Alexandria. 


royal ENGAGEMENTS 

5™*®' Preside ni, - 
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namnent IX.- 
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Yes, yes is the best and bravest answer 


I t The Independent had a Scottish 
electoral address, it would be vot- 
ing yes today. TWice yes: yes to an 
elected assembly and yes to its having 
limited tax-raising powers. Devolution 
is a matter of principle. It is a way of 
protecting citizens against an over- 
centralised state. Relocating the 
power to decide is a way of bringing 
more people into the business of self- 
government, bolstering democracy 
and improving decision-making. Hard 
decisions, for example about taxing 
and spending, may not get easier the 
closer they are taken to people but 
they are more valid, since they get 
made in conditions of greater trust 
between government and governed. 

There is also a particular British 
case for devolving power from West- 
minster. Britain is bottom-heavy: too 
much clout rests in the far south of its 
main island. The Palace of Westmin- 
ster and its bureaucratic servants try 
to do too much about too many parts 
of the nation about which they know 
too little. Indeed, an Edinburgh par- 
liament could improve governance in 
Penzance as well as Peterhead. It 
would reduce the load on the Com- 
mons and the Westminster execu- 
tive; it would promote experiment and 
better recognise the truth that plural 
government is not only healthier but 
eventually likely to be more effective 
than monolithic administration. 


Britain is pretty new. A version of 
Britain - especially a version of 
Anglo-Scottish relations - was made 
in the 18th century. In the 21st cen- 
tury it may come to take very differ- 
ent forms indeed. Britain was always 
a means to an end - the unified 
polity exists in order to improve the 
lives of citizens from Plymouth to 
Inverness, in part by assuring their 
identity and protecting them against 
conflict. AH that will, we think, be 
helped by recognising that Scotland is 
a genuine British nation with a valid 
claim to self-government. This may or 
may not throw up questions about 
English nationality and self-govern- 
ment but there is no necessary reason 
why it need destroy a political entity 
called Britain, with its rich common 
heritage and mingled populations. 

There is, to be sure, a “Scottish* 
case for devolution grounded in his- 
tory, identity and a lingering belief that 
the Act of Union was not a final set- 
tlement of the Scots 1 relationship with 
the rest of Great Bri tain. The refer- 
endum is Scotland’s Tather belated 
rendezvous with modernity, the point 
at which its history flows into that of 
Europe and the wider world. A self- 
governing Scotland within a United 
Kingdom framework “fits” the mod- 
em frame. Federalism does not of 
course explain the success of the 
United States but its internal pluralism 
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and readiness for experiment is a 
vital ingredient in that great nation’s 
energy and innovativeness. Spain now 
flourishes so self-confidendy partly 
because Galicians and Catalonians 
have a grip on their destiny. The 
political stability of modem Germany 
hinges on the fact that Munich is home 
to a prime minister, who is no less 
German than the chancellor in Bonn. 

Meanwhile small nations blossom, 
from Estonia to Ireland, not pre- 
tending to autarky or financial inde- 
pendence but exulting in their capac- 
ity for autonomous politics and self 
expression free of neighbouring 


hegemons. The intellectual failure of 
all those 19th-century nationalisms - 
including that spoken for by the Scot- 
tish National Party - is to see “inde- 
pendence” as the be-all and end-all of 
their political life. No nation, large or 
small, can escape the international 
division of labour or those processes 
of trade and capital investment con- 
veniently labelled globalisation: now 
is the time, above all, for economic 
and financial alliances and unions. 

Wbat the referendum offers Scot- 
land is self-government within those 
inescapable bounds. For too long 
Scotland has wallowed in a culture of 


political dependency. Political atti- 
tudes north of the border have often 
been juvenile: blame somebody else, 
blame Westminster, blame the 
English- Nursery politics have 
prevailed, with the implicit threat 
that unless higher levels of spending 
are delivered. Scots would throw a 
tantrum and start breaking up the 
furniture. Psychologically, this has 
had a deleterious effect on the 
Scottish political temperament and 
manufactured an enervating culture 
of complaint. Has Scotland, through 
the latter half of this century, been the 
country of can-do and self-reliance it 
was once celebrated for? Hardly. 
Voting yes for a parliament but no to 
financial powers would perpetuate 
this. 

Self-government is not an easy 
option. The polls have been indicat- 
ing that many Scots do not wish to 
face up to it, some of them perhaps 
preferring the whingeing life. That is 
why today’s vote is a critical test of a 
nation and the political maturin' of its 
inhabitants. It is a test, too, of the 
party which has for so long been dom- 
inant in Scotland. Labour stumbled 
into the Constitutional Convention 
and ambled into the election com- 
mitment which, with admirable speed, 
it has now placed before the residents 
of Scotland. 

That the party has pledged that the 


assembly be returned on the basis of 
proportional representation is a 
tribute to the political pluralism of 
Scotland itself, and now of the Blair 
era. It is hard to see how the creation 
of an assembly could spell anything 
but trouble for the existing Labour 
set-up in Scotland; it could and should 
spell the end of Labour’s stranglehold 
on west central Scotland, symbolised 
so handily by party politics in Paisley. 
It seems hanJ to believe, too, that the 
other parties, including the SNP and 
the Libera] Democrats, would not be 
drastically shaken up by the oppor- 
tunities an assembly would give to 
reflect what is after all an internally 
diverse country with marked differ- 
ences between its regions and its 
interest groups. 

It is that fact that has led some com- 
mentators. not necessarily cynics, to 
wonder whether the people of Scot- 
land do want more politics, even the 
opportunity for a new and different 
domestic politics. Won’t they prefer 
the quieter life, the easier life of blam- 
ing and bemoaning? Our sense, and 
our wish, is that Scottish voters will 
take the adult part and seize, enthu- 
siastically and realistically, the option 
offered them today for home rule. It 
could be a disaster. It could also be 
the beginning of the rebirth of a 
vibrant, energetic, happy land. But 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Britain at its 
best and worst 
for Diana 

Sin On the streets of Britain for all 
of last week we were witnesses to a 
moral rebirth and a beautiful 
deansing, where decency, patience, 
good humour and tolerance were 
reasserted. 

Can this be tbe same Britain 
whose viperous spivs kick a 
schoolboy to death on a London 
street just because he is black, and 
whose soccer followers frequently 
disgrace a great nation ? 

The classless Britain that was so 
evident on the streets last week was 
so different: we saw a nation happy 
to be decent and unashamed of its 
grief- a nation of which Diana 
would have been proud. 

Britain, take a bow. 

PADDY FARREN 
Bunonpon, Co Donegal 

Sin For all my adult life I have been 
in favour of this country becoming 
a republic. This has not stopped me 
also being in favour of fairness, and 
I have been appalled by the 
injustice of the public attitude to 
the Royal Family, particularly the 
Queen, during the last week. 

Whatever the grief felt by tbe 
public, it can only have been a 
fraction of that felt by two young 
boys losing their mother in such 
traumatic circumstances. Of course 
the Queen's first priority was to 
join in a family effort to help them 
cope. Expecting her to abandon 
this task in order to symbolically 
hold the public’s band was selfish, 
childish and insensitive. Did those 
who professed such deviation to 
the Princess of 'Mies really 
consider that it would help her sons 
to hear their father and 
grandmother criticised so savagely? 

If the public truly wan ts the 
monarchy to continue it had better 
pull its collective socks up. Otherwise 
it may be that nobody will want to 
take on the job erf being the monarch, 
and who could blame mem? 

JANET TINBERGEN 
Oxford 

Sir: l agree with Jack O’Sullivan 
(“Diana's devotees join tbenew 
rcligjon”, 8 September) when he 
notes a new spirit about in the wake 
of Diana's life and death. 

However, it is not new and it is 
not a religion. Id the perceived _ 
absence of any supernatural being 
“up there" watching over us. many 
more people now believe that we 
must get to know and love ourselves 
and be in touch with our feelings, m 
order to watch over each other. 
Incidentally, this search is almost a- 
compulsive one for anyone, like 
Diana, who has lacked foveorbeeo 
otherwise damaged in chfldhood. 

I don’t know why Jack O’Sullivan 
wants to give the name New 
Protestantism to Ibis secular set of 
values. It already has a name - 
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inhibiting tbe modernisation and 
liberalisation of British society. 
PATRICIA GRAHAM. 

Tonbridge, Kent 

Sir. Marjorie Hembury (Letters, 9 
September) cites the Rcyal 
Family’s descent from William the 
Conqueror as grounds for 
supporting tbe monarchy. Surely 
that is the precise reason for aU 
self-respecting Scots, Piets, Britons 
and Anglo-Saxons to exile them. 
TOM BERWICK 
Dover: Kent 

Sin Since the funeral much has 
been said about the motives 
underlying Earl Spencer's tribute 
to the Princess of Wales. Of course 
it was both calculated and charged 
with personal bitterness and anger, 
those are the very reasons why it 
was so powerful. Beside it, all the 
platitudes about the life and death 
of Diana pale into insignificance. 

ALISON EVANS 
London SWJ3 


Return of the 
border raiders 

Sir. As a North-easterner (though 
tiring, like many a Scot, in 
London), I fear the potential 
effects of Scottish devolution in the 
border region. 

English complacency about 
devolution is to be found mainly in 
the South-east- In 
Northumberland, sttii peppered 
with fortified buildings from the era 
of border raiding, we can see tbe 
difficulties ahead -although they 
will surely be dealt with peacefully. 

If there isa differential tax tale, 
with Scots paying more, who 
the extra services needed by' 


who will leave Coldstream and move 
the quarter mile to ComhiH on 
Tweed across the border? Other 
contingencies may suck people 
across the border to Scotland. 

The Scots look likely to get their 
parliament and that is right, but the 
Government must accelerate 
proposals for a regional assembly 
m the North-east Such an 
assembly would be best placed to 
deal with a Scottish parliament and 
sort out the new relationship. 

JON SUTCLIFFE 
London SW16 

Sic As a British Scot, I would like to 
suggest a campaign for an English 
Parliament. Westminster is Britain’s 
parliament. Now there is talk of 
parliaments or national assembles 
for Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. What of England? There is 
only mention of possible regional 
En glish assemblies rather than a 
focus of En glish nationhood. 

Does this reflect a lack of 
national identity and self-esteem 
among the English? Or could this 
be saying that there is an unspoken 
understanding that Westminster is 
the English parliament? If that is 
the case surely the English deserve 
their own question times and 
committees to serve their national 
needs. Let us either dedicate time 
for the four countries of the Union 
including England within the 
British parliament, or have 
national parliaments for each of 
these ooun tries and a new fifth all- 
British assembly. 

■ I believe a confident sense of 
English ne ss would be good for tbe 
people of that nation. They feel, I 


believe, albeit subconsciously, the 
suppression which comes from tbe 
confusion here and abroad 
between what is English and wbat is 
British. Perhaps this contributes to 
a lack of understanding of tbe 
feelings of national identity in the 
other countries of the Union. It 
does not help Britain. A United 
Kingdom of invigorated partners is 
possible, but we will need courage 
to go further than the current plans. 
Dr DAVID REILLY 
Kirkintilloch, Strathclyde 

question of devolution to rbc Scots, 
but those Scottish politicians who 
seem themselves leading a Scottish 
parliament might do well to 
consider the words of Sir Whiter 
Scott in The Heart of Midlothian. 
when a character reflects on the 
disappearance of a Scottish 
parliament with the Act of Union: 

I ken, when we had ... parliament-men 
o’ our ain, we could aye peeble them wi’ 
staoes when they were na gnde bairns 
- Bnt nae body's nails can reach the 
length o' t nnnn n 

DAVID BROOMFIELD 

West Mailing, Kent 

Sin The reason that Scots are likely 
to vote “yes'* for devolution can be 
explained by the attitude of the 
En glish as exemplified in your 
cartoon (6 September) showing 
Balmoral situated in the realms of 
outer space. 

As a Scot who now lives in 
England I have found that many 
southern English people arc 
amazingly insular ana ignorant of 
anywhere outside London and the 


South -easL Most Scots have a 
broader outlook and many are 
probably hurt by the inference that 
the Queen is only truly in touch 
with the people when in London. 
IANMARNOTT 
Peterborough, Cambridgeshire 

Sir. We find ourselves both 
surprised and disappointed that the 
McMonster Raving Loony Party 
has put so tittle effort into 
campaigning for the “No. Yes" vote 
in Thursday’s referendum on 
Scottish devolution. 

JOHN SUMMERS 
DAVID SUMMERS 
Cambridge 


Challenges to 
celibacy rule 

Sin Bishop Lindsay's criticism (S 
September) of Lynne Edwards' letter 
on the law of the clerical celibacy (3 

September) is mostly incorrect. Tbe 
law is in no way founded on scripture. 
The two New Testament verses he 
quotes refer neither to the 
priesthood nor to a law. They suggest 
that celibacy is a gift to be valued 
when given. There is no reason to 
conned that gift with tbe priesthood 
and many of the greatest celibates in 
church history -Benedict Rands of 
Assisi and, one may add. Mother 
Teresa - were not priests. 

Secondly, it is quite untrue that 
the bishops at the Second Vatican 
Council “discussed the Church's 
present law” before reaffirming iL 
They were, on the contrary, explicitly 
forbidden by Pbpe Paul to do so (XI 
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October 1965). This was because so 
many bad written in to challenge iL 
What the council said on the subject 
in no way reflects a mature debate. 
Nevertheless it remains striking that, 
for tbe first time in a Roman 
document, (he council favourably 
commented on the married clergy of 
the Eastern Church: “There are 
many excellent married priests." 
Why what can be commended east 
of the Mediterranean is to he 
prohibited west of iL no one has 
tried to explain. 

However. in the Episcopal 
Synod of 1971. Pope Paul did allow 
the subject to be discussed owing to 
great pressure from bishops in 
many countries. A majority of the 
diocesan representatives at the 
Synod actually voted in favour of a 
change in thc’law. It was only the 
votes of the Pope's appointed 
representatives which prevented 
this from being approved. 

The theological, pastoral and 
missionary reasons for a change are 
even more evident in 1997 than 
they were in 1971. It is more than 
lime that this be recognised. 
Professor ADRIAN HASTINGS 
Department ofpieologyand 
Religious Studies 
Unhvrsity of Leeds 


Just flowers 

Sin A plea to anyone leaving a 
floral tribute anywhere: please, 
please remove the wrapping. Apart 
from tbe facr that half-dead flowers 
in torn, soggy cellophane or paper 
look depresting, the tributes 
heaped outside the various palaces 
this past week would look really 
colourful, instead of a pile of 
grey /white, as seen on TV. 

KAR2 OLAFSON 
Qxshott, Surrey 


Our landscape as 
a work of art 

Sir: The director of the National 
Art Collections Fund is rightly 
anxious that Lottery money should 
continue to be available to buy 
works of art (“Lottery cash for 
parks", 4 September). 

However, he shows a 
disappointingly narrow view by 
suggesting that our parks, 
countryside and areas of finest 
landscape are not part of the 
heritage. The English landscape 
was largely created by the daily 
work of the common people who 
toiled in the woods and fields. It is 
enshrined in our culture through 
poetry, music and painting but is 
experienced most widely % those 
who live in it and visit it now. 

Because it is a living entity, not a 
museum piece, it cannot be bought 
for the nation with a large capital 
sum of the kind which the Lottery 
distributes. The countryside needs 
constant care by people performing 
tasks such as hedgerow 
maintenance, ditch clearing and 
coppicing. Urban spaces and 
village greens alike need reliable 
revenue funding if they are to 
continue to give refreshment and 
delight to the people. The Lottery 
rules should be changed so that it 
can finance the upkeep of our 
Jiving inheritance. 

Reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy may change the 
emphasis of fanning subsidies from 
production to “agri- 
enviro omental" schemes, but the 
money allocated to such schemes is 
peanuts compared with overall 
CAP spending, and we can no 
longer rely on the landscape to be 
an automatic tw-product of food 
production as farms shed labour 
still further to cut costs in order to 
compete with world prices. 

SARAH WARD. 

Horton Kirby. Kent 


More trains in 
the South 

Sin This winter, Coonex South 
Central will be running more train 
services than we did last winter- 
1633 compared with 1582, which is 
significantly more services than the 
1450 we inherited from British 
Rail. It also considerably exceeds 
our contractual commitments. 

These facts- ignored in your 
business comment of 9 September 
- mean we will continue to operate 
a turn-up-and-go service on the 
South London Metro, with many of 
its stations still receiving at least six 
trains an hour. 

Since we launched the South 
London Metro in June last year, 
we have seen consistent month- 
on-month growth, with increased 
sales of cheap day return tickets, 
one-day travelcards and season 
tickets. I am puzzled by your 
statement, “If Conner South 
Central could not make a go of its 
new Metro service “ 

PARESH PATEL 

Service Group Manager. South 

London 

Connex South Central 
Croydon, Surrey 


Privacy promise 

Sir: Congratulations on your 
commitment never to publish 
pictures of Princes William and 
Harry in private situations again. 
Why not extend this commitment 
to include all individuals who have 
not chosen to put themselves in 
public life? 

RICHARD SIMMONS 
Bromley, 

Kent 
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Environmnent minister Angela Eagle talks to 
Suzanne Moore about her decision to come out 
as a lesbian, about changing attitudes, and the 
battle to do her job and still have a personal life 

‘I need to 
get things 


sorted’ 


W hen Angela 

Eagle, the MP 
for Wallasey 
and junior envi- 
ronment minis- 
ter, shows me into her office, I 
cannot get over how tiny it is. “I 
know," she laughs. “When they 
told me that this was a ministe- 
rial office, I couldn't believe it 
Apparently when they sack you, 
you get the good office. I hope 
I won’t have that experience too 
soon.” This seems highly 
unlikely as everyone you taik to 
says Angela Eagle will go for. 
She is seen as highly talented 
and exceptionally hard-work- 
ing by all her colleagues. She is 
also spoken of as a somewhat 
serious and private person. Few 
know that she is a passionate 
music and sports fan, happier in 
jeans backstage at an Elvis 
Costello concert rather than in 
the suits she first started wear- 
ing to make herself “took 
older". We begin, inevitably, 
talking about the extraordinary 
events of the past week. 

Angela is the same age as 
Princess Diana was - 36 - and 
talks of how she cried her eyes 
out watching the funeral. “I 
thought of ~my own mother 
who died at 51 which is still 
young. I think a lot of people 
thought of tbeir own losses 
and it was as if Diana's death 
had given us permission to cry. 
It is os if some big well of emo- 
tion got dammed somewhere 
and when it broke through the 
stiff upper-lip just crumbled." 
She claims she has never been 


very good at hiding her emo- 
tions even though she has a 
serious side. “Yes, I am serious 
and that’s not expected in a 
woman,” but then she reveals, 
“I cried so much during 
Margaret Beckett's speech 
when John Smith died, Tory 
MPs came over to see if I was 
OK. I do get terribly senti- 
mental. Mind you. I was in 
floods of tears over ET and 
when Babe was on 1 just had to 
flee the room." 

She sees the grief over Diana 
as “the emotional equivalent of 
the political landslide” and she 
thinks that the political land- 
slide began with John Smith's 
death and the way that the val- 
ues of the Labour Party struck 
a chord. “Tony caught that 
mood iu his subsequent 
changes to the party." When I 
ask her whether it is right to 
look for political dimensions in 
predominantly cultural events 
she answers, “Well, the cultural 
is political. 1 think in the past 
too many people have looked 
down their noses at it. There is 
something very important 
about what Diana has come to 
represent The female side of 
things has come to the fore." 
Angela is well placed to see 
how the culture of Westminster 
reflects this and how it has 
changed with the intake of new 
women MPs as she has been 
there since 1992. “When I first 
came here it was like walking 
into one of those dubs in Pall 
Mall. I was forever going into 
rooms marked Members Only 
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supportive, friendly and 
caring environment with a 
student centered approach 
to study, so don't leave it 
any longer. 
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and finding that they were uri- 
nals. I was always being mis- 
taken for a secretary. But a lot 
of these assumptions had 
already started to change. Hav- 
ing a female Speaker has made 
a huge difference. The changes 
have been gradual but now it 
feels like we are in a period 
where there is & rush on. Hav- 
ing a female Leader of the 
House is tremendously impor- 
tant and Ann Taylor is well 
keyed into how Parliament as 
an institution needs to change 
its workings. That means every- 
thing from the hours to how the 
day is organised. Like all the 
royal protocol that has caused 
so much trouble this week we 
have our own ridiculous pro- 
tocol. For instance there is a 
rule that you have to wear a top 
hat to make a point of order 
during a vote. Traditionalists 
love it but it’s stupid, it makes 
us look stupid and nobody 
understands it." 

She describes the moment 
when Tony Blair first came into 
the house as Prime Minister. 
“Everyone dapped and you 
are not allowed to dap. The 
new MPs didn't know that and 
they just did iL So there was 
that one out of the way. At 
Question Time now I can see 
the women looking slightly 
embarrassed. That’s a huge 
change from the shouting and 
leering that there used to be.” 
Interestingly Angela doesn’t 
go along with the view that Par- 
liament needs to be more 
women-friendly, rather she 



uses the expression “people- 
friendly”. 

“I care about politics deeply. 
To change the world or at least 
a little part of it you have to 
come in here to do your job. It’s 
not that Fm whingeing - 1 love 
this job - but you have to give 
up so mudi of your life to even 
get into that position. Even as a 
backbencher you can easily work 
24 hours a day. Yet everybody 
needs to have another life so 
that they can be more balanced 
and have some inright into the 
people L they are representing.” 

She is very wary of becoming 
“institutionalised”. “'With your 
life as an MP it is very difficult 
to maintain relationships. Look 
at the high divorce rates here. 
There is a lot of pressure on 
your family. Just because you 
have signed up for this job 


there is an assumption that 
your whole family has as well. 
When 1 was Gist elected I got 
some very moving letters from 
the chDdren of former MPs say- 
ing that ‘if you have a family, 
please do not do to them what 
mine did to me’. We need to be 
much more tolerant of MPs hy- 
ing to maintain their family and 
personal fives.” 

S o bow does she manage 
hers? “I have a long-term 
and very happy relation- 
ship but sometimes I don't 
know how we find the time to 
see each other. You have to 
think not only about your part- 
ner but their family and your 
own. In my case I happen to be 
with a woman and I mink I’ve 
only been able to cope with that 
because I have a very under- 


standing family. My sister 
[Maria Cagle is Angela’s twin 
and also an MPj, my brother 
and my father, all of whom are 
heterosexual, have always sup- 
ported me. And that definitely 
has matte that aspect of my life 
much easier to cope with.” 

Up until now Angela has not 
ventured this information 
about her sexuality to her con- 
stituents but says she would 
have told anyone who asked. “X 
think people should look at you 
for the values you represent 
and the way you do your job 
locally. I don’t think my sexu- 
ality has a direct relevance to 
those things.” Several members 
of the party know that she is gay 
and have also been very sup- 
portive. “Tb be honest I didn’t 
expect anything different. Atti- 
tudes have changed. The funny 


thing is that all the straight men 
I've told haven’t been in the 
least bit surprised. Most of the 
gay men were gobsmacked. I 
suspect that the straight men 
realise that you are not flirting 
with them; gay men, bless them, 
don’t notice.” 

Her decision to come out 
now she says depended on two 
things, first, dealing with it her- 
self and then, second, feeling 
the need “to get a handle on 
this job and make sure that I 
can do it properly. Now I am at 
the stage where I need to get 
things sorted so lean just con- 
centrate on my work”. 

As the only openly lesbian 
women in the House and a 
minister to boot, she certainly 
doesn’t want to be seen as 
simply a spokesperson for gay 
rights. “That’s just one aspect 


The question is: should 
politic ia n s be human 
beings? And I say yes we 
should be. Hd rather be 
governed by human beings 
than c a rd b o ar d cut-outs' 

Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

of what I’m about. I’ve always 
supported gay rights to the 
extent that I believe gay people 
should have the same civil 
rights, equal rights, partner- 
ship ri gh ts and the right to be 
free from irrational discrimi- 
nation as everyone else. I've 
always voted that way whenever 
such issues arose. Then again, 
my sister feels the same way 
and she isn't gay.” 

She is more than aware that 
many gay people have not 
received the kind of personal or 
political support she has. “It’s 
obviously harder for gay people 
to be open. Some gay people 
cannot be out at work - it's not 
illegal to sack people for being 
gay. And it must be really hard 
to cope when your parents, the 
people who are meant to help 
you through life, have a major 
problem with you. I realise 
how lucky I have been.” 

So will we be seeing Angela 
and her partner at official 
occasions the way we see Chris 
Smith and his? She smiles. 
“My partner has never 
expressed any interest, any 
wish to come. She is actually 
veiy busy with her own fife and 
I've always done pretty well 
without her there. 1 wonder 
how much of a strain this has 
been on her. "Obviously at the 
beginning when I was elected 
it was personally quite diffi- 
cult. I mean, we know people, 
long-standing Members of 
ParfiamenL, who have never 
been truthful, but I think limes 
have changed and the best 
option now is to just be open 
about iL” 

Has she been at all con- 
cerned that her sexuality would 
be in any way a bar to promo- 
tion within the parly. “1 get no 
sense of that at all I think 
people are more sensible than 
we sometimes give them credit 
for.” Let’s hope that she is 
right because other MPs I'm 
sure will be watching the pub- 
lic reaction to this before they 
make their own decisions to be 
as honest as she is being. 

“1 think the most significant 
thing is for an MP to operate 
as a well-rounded person. Rela- 
tionships are the most impor- 
tant things in our lives. So is 
doing a good job and so is our 
happiness. There has been this 
prurient, almost puritanical 
attitude to politicians in the 
past But the question now is: 
should politicians be human 
beings? And I say yes we should 
be. I'd rather be governed by 
human beings than perfect 
cardboard cut-outs." 

Who in their right minds 
could disagree with that or lei 
outdated prejudice stand in the 
way of this extremely young, 
gifted and female politician. 


Afore ye vote ... a wee Sassenach quiz 


G ood morning, 

Scotland! This 
morning or afternoon, 
unless you have something 
better to do. you will be 
going along to a polling 
centre where you will be 
asked to answer the 
following two questions: 

1. “The English don’t like 
their inefficient and corrupt 
parliament very much, so 
they want you to suffer one 
as well. Are you going to 
stand for it?” 

And, 

2. “Would you like to pay 
some extra Scottish taxes as 
wen as all the normal English 
ones?" 

Well, 1 think that sums up 
the great debate pretty well, 
but it seems a bit of fuss and 
bother for the sake of just 
two wee questions, so to give 
you value for money we have 
devised another set of 
questions for you to answer, 
maybe as you queue to vote, 
in our grand National 
Identity questionnaire 
entitled: 

JUST HOW SCOTTISH 
ARE YOU, REALLY? 

Tb find Out, just answer these 
questions: 

1. When you bear 


someone say, “I blame tbe 
English," do you say, “For 
what?" or do you say, “Right 
enough - so do I!"? 

2. Do you genuinely fear 
and mistrust the English? 

3. Did you know that you, 
in turn, are feared and 
mistrusted by the Orcadians? 

4. Do you feel insulted 
when you are abroad and 
people think you are English? 

5. Do you feel insulted 
when you are abroad and 
people think you are Finnish? 

6. Do you feel more 
insulted to be thought 
English or Finnish? 

’ 7. Do you have a funny 
Scottish accent?. 

8. Or do you have a 
normal way of speaking and 
your English friends a hinny 



English accent? 
9. Do vou wea 


9. Do you wear a kilt? 

10. Do you possess a kflt 
but never wear it? 

11. Would you rather be 
dead than caught wearing a 
kflt? 

12. Wbuld you only wear a 
kilt oo the stria 
understanding that nobody 
else Scottish was present? 

13. Like, at an English 
wedding in the for end of 
Cornwall, where you could 
be the token Scotsman in the 
kilt that always seems to 


Miles 

Kington 

turn up at these events? 

14. Do you go all funny 
when you hear the sound of 
the pipes? 

15. When you see a man in 
-tbe street playing the pipes 
and wearing, not tartan, but 
jeans and a sweater, what is 
your reaction? a) He is not 
properly dressed; b) What 
does it matter how he is 
dressed as long as he plays 
well?; c) What a bloody 
racket 

16. When you hear a man 
with a name like Lord Fraser 
of Dundreary on the radio 
saying, in a Knightsbridge 
accent “Well look here, I 
am a Soot through and 


through ..." do you throw up 
or do you think, “Well, we 
need aO the allies we can 
get”? 

17. When England is 
playing Scotland, do you 
want the best side to win? 

IS. When England is 
playing Germany, who do 
you want to win? 

19. Where is Belorussia? 

20. What do you mean, it 
doesn’t matter where it is as 
long as we stuffed them? 

21. Do you think it is 
tragic that even when 
Scotland has a good football 
ride, they still lose to 
England when it reafly 
matters? 

22. Do you think it is 
tragic that even when 
England has a good football 
team, they still lose to 
Germany when it really 
matters? 

23. Do you think it is 
wonderful that even when 
Germany has a good team, 
they still lose to Brazil? 

24. Do you think it is 
tragic that Soots always 
remember their defeats 
better than their victories? 

25. Do you go around 
saying That Scotland lias the 
best educational and legal 
system in the world, even 
though you don’t believe it? 


26. Are you proud to 
belong to a nation which is 
told it has the worst diet in 
the world? 

27. Do you think a nation 
which can’t even improve the 
worst diet in the world can 
make a go of democracy? 

28. Can you name another 
Scottish drink besides 
Im-Bru and whisky? 

29. Do you feel ashamed 
that the best-known prize at 
the Edinburgh Festival is 
named after a French fizzy 
drink? 

30. And has never been 
won by a Scottish performer? 

31. Or did Arnold Brown 
win it one year? 

3Z And if he did, why 
doesn’t he have a Scottish 
name? 

33. Do you feel offended 
that the English think that 
Shakespeare's only Scottish 
play is desperately unlucky 1 * 

34. Doyou... 

AW WeVe come to the 
head of the queue. Time to 
vote. The answer to the quiz. 

by the way, is that if you 

amswered the first question 
( Just how Scottish are you 

«sally?")withapfarase y ’ 

meaning something like 
“Mind your own bloody 
English business,” then 
you are. 


4 * 
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the commentators 
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u r I fere’s a man in the kitchen 

1 a J“« l y o ur car," said the 
« n chlldren as 1 was watering 
Oic sunflowers and, slightly alannek 
lweni,osee.Hewasfoin ^ 
the Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency, an 

enormous but genial fellow Wfwk 

ydth a clipboard, who had, SUfr 
it seemed, simply 

wandered into the house WE 
and now stood looming 
over the chocolate fingers 
and jejeune watercolours, 
calmly noting the two- 

year-old's police tricycle WLmm 
and the boy’s squeaky truck ^KS|| 
with instinctive professional 
interest. He looked entirely ^wf|j 
at borne. Had 1 arrived a 
moment later, he’d have aW 
started whistling. “It's about 
your car, sir,” he said breezily. Si 
“It was seen with an out-of- 
date tax disc. There’ll either be V 
a fine or else a court case, and I V 
just wandered if you had V 

anything to say ...” ■ 

I looked at him. What the 1 
hell ...? “It may be that the car has 1 
been off the road for some time," 1 
he continued equably, like Hercule 
Poirot ticking off possible motives 
in the blood-stained library, “or that 


it’s been subjected to mechanical __ 

work. But I nave to make a report 
on the reason, and then wait ^ 

for a judgement to be made. * __ | 

It’ll either be a fi n e or a ..." 

Finally I found my tongue. “Are I vJU, XX X 

you telling me that, because my V «■ *■ 

tax disc was a month out of ttta I /*** 
date last April, I’m being \A/ I ^%| 1 

investigated like a bullion ' " " ** 

smuggler?" I demanded. “Oh — 

no,” he said. “They already 

Sr.nMiM 1 wondered ij 

«Sm ty .'.^ ndifi,s ° estothe tM& pleasant, 

I wondered if this pleasant moffenSWe 
inoffensive man could be a '*'* _ _ 

former Stasi officer who’d YYICLTI COUld bC 
retrained as a DVLA executive. « cu • 

I wondered even more as he J0T7Y16T otOSt 

smilingly outlined the penalties /y> * 

for failing to keep your tax disc OfjlCGV WrhOCt 
up to dale. “Now if it’s on an _ j j* 

unattended car, we try to TetTameCb JOT 

contact the owner and, if the rtf/T A 

disc isn’t brought up to date, rAvo UV sue 1 

we damp the vehicle - but 
frankly, ha-ha, we’ve only got 
one clamp for north London 

and another for the south." He chortled “They d 

like a vicar. “Then the owner has 24 hours myse 

to pay the £100 fine, before we take it to a Angt 

car pound.” Then what do you do? I asked 
sarcastically. Beat it senseless with a stick? Extraor 
Spray it pink? Abuse it verbally (“You > • - " tear! 
pathetic little Renault You ignorant Frog Ril 

rattletrap. You -spineless 1.6-utre deputatio 

nonentity ...”)? Or do you just stick it in Coe, Jo 

one of those junk yards you see in the • round t 

movies and squash it to a cube of twisted protest 


man could be a 


hen sle dgehammer , saying, “Morning, sir. 

« A Failure to renew colour television 

ing licence. If you could show me the 

ned, offending set ...” 

/Ghastly Diana Ironies mount 
BSipHft Vjf up, it seems, daily. At least 

three people have pointed out 
something 1 failed to notice . 
M' ' || during the funeral - that to have 

' a large Mack car, with the 
Princess made, speeding along a 
^^B motorway immediately followed 
-j - ' ^^B . by three motorbikes, line-- 

mTiif abreast in apparent hot pursuit, 

is a grossly insensitive 
n-n^P’ < V simulacrum of the dead woman’s 
^ u 1 ™ 0168 afive. And as you 

gj|Pp ' "t W qg^F contemplate the Last Night of the 
Proms on Saturday (and what a 
maudlin spectacle that promises to 
m^B be), does it hot seem a little 

^^^B ^^B inappropriate to kick off the 

proceedings with a four-minute 
minimalist composition called 
^^B ^^B “Short Ride in a fast Machin e*" 11 

TTow pleasing to see that the 
^^B XI two big publishing stories 
^B of the summer have reached a 

^B ^^B happy conclusion at the start of 
* e the autumn, by dovetailing into 

^B one. The most contentions bit 

long time was ffitfsackmg of 
1 Jon Riley as head of 

si -a Picador, the imprint which 

used to be solely concerned 
If III || with paperbackmg other 

I VAir XX X people s successes out has 

** *| "1 mutated into a dashing and 

TITO lOri original publisher of the 

WflJ nl I clasriest writers around. Riley 
had been deputy publishing 
director since 1993, succeeding 
his boss Peter Straus to the 

I wondered if °n foe haa?s 

_ . J departure to America last year: 

this pleasant. Why was he sacked? Ian 

■ ~/v» • Chapman, the beaming and 

inqffenswe rubicund head of Macmillan 

7 7 7 (which owns Picador) wouldn’t 
Yian COUlCL be a say, beyond remarking that if 
/• cu. was nothing to do with the 

former Stasi company's performance. So 

j-.CC, * j.L what was it? Hints surfaced 

Officer wnoa about personality rtaghm^ 

'yofvrtM Xtetf* famously short fuse (he 


officer wko’d 
retrained for 
the DVLA 


is extremely good company, but 
has a streak of irritability a mile 


T A has a streak of rmtabihty a mne 

wide), rumours of “excessive 
behaviour”, whatever that may 
be, and a sipgle quotation 
attributed to Riley himself: 
They didn't approve of the way I enjoyed 
myself." What could he possibly mean? 
. Angel Dust? Frottage? Absinthe? Bog- 
snorkelling? 

Extraordinary scenes of bitter dispute and 
tearful loyalty broke out in the wake of 
Riley's departure. Julian Barnes led a 
mutation of top Picador writers -(Jonathan 
Coe, John Lauchpstjer, Andrew O'Hagan) 
round to the luckless Chapman’s office, to 


metal? “Only as a last resort, sir," said the; , had champit 
man calmly, “and after we’ve ^^^^erith panfi 


; irotest against the removal of a mao Who 
d champjnried thefr Wnrir. nuMhM.tittim 


owner several other warnings^. 
My God, he meant iL That's 


happens to you now m new-agBroeiS^^^w.. 

Britain is it? Thx discs used to be a bit of a (picking his toes? bumming Tffllbullero”?)!, 


joke battlefield between motorist and 
policeman. You overran the time limit 
without noticing, you didn’t have the £100 . 
renewal fee to spare, whatever the reason, 
you got flagged down by a smiling No- . 
aclually-I-baven't-got-Mtter-thnms-to-do 
lady cop. who'd rap her fingernail on your 
windscreen and say, “Being a bit forgetftil 
aren’t we, sir?" One would reply with 
awkward flirtation (“Your eyes must be 
very sharp, officer, as well being a rather 
attractive shade of blue ...") and both sides 
would part happily- Now they hijack your 
wheels, immobilise them, kidnap them and 
crush them to death, all because of a little 
piece of paper. And tbe DVLA, which was 
oncu just the place you wrote off to for 
those little plastic folders to keep your 
driving licence in? Now, they’re like some 
federal agency with a hit squad on - - 
permanent standby to come round and 
berate you in your own kitchen. b 
I don't like the way the world is going. 
Next thing you know, there'll be a bloke 
from the BBC on the doormat with a 


- he Still objected to it Fat Kavanagh, 
Barnes’s wife and a leading agent, said her 
opinion of l^fley’s suckers was “unprintable” 
In The ^Bookseller , ^oigan of the book trade, 
Peter Straus gave his former deputy a 
- ringiag endorsement, before concluding, “I 
am sure his editorial talents wrU soon find a 
suitable position.” 
They didn’t take long. He’s now got the 
, chief editor job at Faber alongside Whiter 
Donohue, Faber’s charismatic, Brooldyo- 
bom film books editor, who has become the 
noble imprint's new publisher. Riley’s is held 
to be such a key position in the world of 
literary taste that the future incumbent has 
been a matter of Impertinent speculation for 
months. Even I, readers will be astonished 
ro bear, got it slightly wrong when I said the 
job bad gone to Bin Buford, grizzled literary 
editor of the New Yorker. Things were 
proceeding anoothly, 1 understand, until 
Buford made a small tactical error. He sent 
in his agent to negotiate his fee with the 
Faber board. One just doesn’t do that sort of 
thing ai TS Eliot’s old firm ... 


Weasel words in the 
last-chance saloon 


L ord Wakeiuun an- 
nounced at the Lon- 
don Press Club this 
week a “thorough 
review” of how the 
“problems of the paparazzi 
might best be tackled". The 
good of boys an’ gals heartily 
endorsed hs action. Of course 
they did. 

How die press congratulates 
itself on its Press Complaints 
Commission with its voluntary 
Code of Practice. The yawning 
rap between the spirit of that 
Code and the behaviour of tbe 
tabloids is something akin to the 
Borgia popes and the Roman 
fTat'hrtiW’ rmvw A--dffng th**-prf!!S S 
to regulate itself is Kke asking the 
Krays to draw up their own vol- 
untary criminal justice system or 
Tyrannosaurus rex townie itself 
a vegetarian diet sheet. 


by Polly Toynbee 


Until asking for a copy 
recently, I had never seen this 
legendary Code of Practice. It 
was never pinned up in any 
newsroom I worked in, nor 
appended to any contract I 
ever signed (though some news 
organisations do, of late). 
Addressing a large gathering of 
journalists recently, most 
admitted they’d never seen it 

When I first read it, I laughed 
out loud. I ran about reading 
out segments to colleagues, who 
laughed too. So that you can 
enjoy the joke, here are some 
excerpts. It begins with a mag- 
nificent Article 1 : “Newspapers 
and periodicals should take care 
not to publish inaccurate, mis- 
leading or distorted material.” 
Well, fancy that! 

Article 4, on Privacy, reads: 
“Intrusions and enquiries into 
an individual’s private life with- 
out his or her consent, includ- 
ing the use of long-lens photo- 
graphy to take pictures of 
people on private property with- 
out their consent, , are only 
acceptable when itj gm be 
shown that these are, de wfe rea- 
sonaUy believed to befm the 
public interest." Really? Intru- 
sion into people’s private lives 
is the life-blood of these organs. 

. j-H ne n rincjplcs apd weasel^ 
j BB j u ft^-rotaoy another” 
JEfcCTaJomnausts ,'jshonkl not 


sentatfcrn or subtofiige”. Noth- 
ing must be obtained through 
“intimidation or harassment" 
Journalists “should not persist 
in telephoning or questioning 
individuals after bavha^been 
asked to desist”. Good grief! 
What about all that camping on 
doorsteps and yetting through 
letter-boxes? Almost any day of 
the week if you lookup a taUoid 
(so-called mid-market or deep 
down-market) and tore out 
every stray that efisobeyed one of 
these rules, you’d be left with 
more holes than newspaper. 

However, Lord Wakeham 
thinks tbe Code works pretty 
well. He thinks tbe British press 
is pretty good, bar the odd slip. 
We should remember who pays 
the piper tbe press pays £lm a 
year to finance the PCC and it 



The most nauseating apology for our 
grotesque press is blaming readers’ taste 


low price for keeping real privacy 
legislation at bay. 


It is, of course, asking for 
trouble to write this in any news- 
paper. We all transgress some- 
times. We all get the tone and 
balance wrongon occasion. The 
Independent faiid The Guardian 
■and The Telegraph) has rela- 
tively dean bands oo privacy, 
royal snooping and. Code 
infringements. But newspapers 
have been on a very long binge 
in the last-chance saloon, a non- 

stop happy hour where the bar- 
man has handsomely back- 
handed the local police. 

Nearly 10 years ago the Cal- 
cutt committee drew up privacy 
legislation, but since then the 
press barons’ power over our 
p olitician! ; has been made fright- 
eningly manifest. The Tories 
really meant to legislate, but in 
the end they dared not (Major 
marked his downfall from the 
day Murdoch turned against 
him.) Tbny Blair’s pact was 
sealed long ago on his infamous 
visit to Murdoch, and this week 
that pact held fast Robin Cook 
was silenced when he seemed to 
call for legislation. Downing 
Street briefers rushed to say 
that self-regulation not legisla- 


tion was the policy. 

Can we really have reached 
the point where no British gov- 
ernment can now be elected or 
survive without the permission 
of Murdoch, owner of 40 per 
cent of newspaper readership? 

Both our leading parties 
behave as if they think so. Blair 
is unlikely to dare to test the 
hypothesis by curbing either the 
content or the ownership of the 
press. Downing Street said, 
more in hope than expectation, 
“The newspaper industry will 
be taking a good look at what 
lessons they might learn." Now 
just what lesson is a newspaper 
industry in the throes of a mor- 
tal combat circulation war 
capable of teaching itself? 

Lord Wakeham is a great 
man for shooting at paper tigers 
while the real man-eaters go 
roaring past bis averted gaze. 
So we shall get tougher agree- . 
meats on photographing the 
princes, led by this paper’s ini- ! 
tiative. We shall get more rules 1 
about the paparazzi, uncon- 
vincingly touted by Lord 
Ro therm ere of tbe Daily Mail 
(with the odd caveat that they 


permission). No doubt Lord 
Wakeham will declare himself 
most satisfied while all around 
him his Code of Practice will 
continue to be broken, every 
day, in every way, in word or 
spirit. 

It is mainly a good code, full 
of truths we should hold to be 
self-evident It is a code uni- 
versally acknowledged by all 
editors and by all political par- 
ties. If it was stricter adhered to, 
it would change the nature of 
our press out of recognition, for 
the better. So why can’t it be 
made law? Why can’t we frame 
legislation banning all intrusion 
into people’s sex lives, while 
allowmg investigation of finan- 
cial matters? 

A scurry of press apologists 


have sprung into print espe- 
cially in The Times, explaining 
why it can’t be done - impossi- 
ble". too complex, dangerous to 
the freedom of the press, etc. 
They point to France, where 
stars make millions out of suing 
magazines for breaches of their 
privacy as part of their income, 
while the magazines simply 
budget for it and cany on un- 
deterred. (Easy - set the pun- 
ishment so it really hurts and let 
the state take most of the fines.) 

They say there are loo many 
“public interest" grey area&In 
Cad there are relatively few. Pri- 
vate sex < but not financial) lives 
would be out of bounds for afl, 
including politicians. Sex is 
nobody else’ s business unless 
someone has built their career 
on vociferous, militant anti-sex 
moralising. (I can think of very 
few that applies to, except, just 
possibly. Lord Rothermere.) 

Next Ihev say legislation 
would kill off investigative ipu r- 
nalism. (This often from editors 
who commission virtually none, 
except into sex stories.) But a 
sensible priv acy law would not 
liar investigation of suspected 
illegal activity, of fraud or other 
crimes. I( would, however, 
require the quid pro quo of a 
Freedom of Information Act. 

Gossip is the stuff of life. W: 
all love it, live it, sniff it, roll in 
it, cat and drink it every day of 
our lives. But the most nause- 
ating apology for our grotesque 
press has been editors blaming 
their readers' taste for the stum 
“It's what the readers want. 
They don't have to buy it if they 
don’t like it." 

Law is about protecting us 
from ourselves. What if we could 
all choose, voluntarily, which 
side of the road to drive on? Wb 
don't trust ourselves to regulate 
our greed for goods, choosing 
whether or not we wish to pay in 
shops. We make laws about 
these things. Once prurient gos- 
sip is out mere for sale, we may 
find it inesisnble. Yet at the same 
time we may still think the press 
stinks and that we are all 
demeaned and degraded by it 
This is not hypocrisy, it is human. 
And as humans, we band 
together and make laws to curb 
those natural appetites in order 
to make society bearable to live 
in. A privacy law is no different 
It simply sets limits to our greed 
for gossip, for our own sakes. 

It takes strong political lead- 
ership to make good Jaws, but 
if our leaders have all been 
intimidated, threatened and 
scared senseless by the fog- 
horn front pages of the tabloids, 
then nothing will be done. Per- 
haps the boy Hague could gain 
his manhood spurs and show 
some bravery on this? After all, 
he has tittle enough to lose and 
much public support to gain. 


Farewell to a right royal president 

As Ireland’s Mary Robinson leaves office, Alan Murdoch reflects on the virtues of electing a head of state 


T o morrow .on her last foil day in office, a 
United Nalions-bound Maxy Robinson will 
bid farewell to her staff knowing she has 
transformed the once- moribund office of Irish 
President into a potent instrument at home and 
abroad. At a moment when Britain is havmg sec- 
ond thoughts about the wisdom of continuing 
» with a hereditary monarchy, her example lays 
t bare many of the standard objections to elected 

heads of slate. ^ * w . 
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legacies of the Irish Qvfl Wir schism over tbe 
treaty that delivered partition of Northern 
Ireland from the emerging Irish Free Slate. 

It was dear from the earliest days of her ener- 
getic canvass, one of the first to cover every cor- 
ner of the state, that Mis Robinson had become 
convinced a different, more vital presidency was 
possible. Promoting herself 
as “A President with a Pur- 
pose", she spoke persua- 
sively of opening up Aras an 
Uachtaram (the presidential 
residence) to the people, of 
reaching out to the margin- 
alised, be they long-term 
unemployed, the homeless, 
handicapped, travellers 
(gypsies) or emigrants across 
the globe, and extending a 
hand of friendship to Union- 
ists, in particular -women,' 

from a state previously per- - 

cehred as threatening. 

From cross-community 
detente in visits to women’s 
centres on Belfast's ShanJdH 
Road to Somali feeding sta- 
tions to fetid overcrowded 
dungeons in Rwanda, she - 
also helped engine era new _ 
outward-looking foreign Contrasting styl 
policy for a neutral country and the Queen 
with an. established tradi- 


Contrasting style: Mary Robinson 
and the Queen Reuters 


roles could be challenged. Surrounded at her 
inauguration by elderly men in dark suits, sbe 
pointedly credited women with electing her. Irish 
women who before “had rocked the cradle, bad 
rocked the system”. 

That modernity, breaking away from the 
sense of an antiquated society wedded to nar- 
row Catholic conformity, 
mattered when sbe became 
an international face, visit- 
ing countries from Chile to 
Australia, France, Spain and 
Russia, and of course 
Britain. Her 15 British visits 
included trips to Warrington 
to express condolences to 
those bereaved by IRA 
bombs, countering the vio- 
lent sense of Irish national- 
ism presented by the Provos. 
The 1993 Buckingham 
Palace images of her along- 
side the Queen rave vent to 
another Irish identity as a 
thoroughly independent 
nation, confident in its sep- 
arate culture, but pleased to 
be a friendly neighbour. 

For British citizens, the 
idea of an elected presi- 
: Mary Robinson dency replacing the pomp 
Reuters and drcumstance of monar- 
chism has only very 
recently, opinion polls say, become thinkable. 
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tion in peace-keeping and third-world relict recently, opinion polls say, become thinkable. 

The contrast with staid, stuffy predecessors A living, ruling royal family, it was long held, 
and their Edwardian top-hats could hardly have was vital to London’s economy, repaying many 

marked a dearer breach with the way things used times the cost of the Civil List Regal mystique 
to be. It may seem superficial, but her attention magnetises camera-clicking throngs of Araer- 
to^ppearance,with colourful yet dignified Irish ican and Japanese tourists, intrigued by a 
designer Gfothdi. gave a new. brightness to the social order synonymous with Beefeaters and 
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designer Clothes, gave a new brightness to the 
position that was uplifting, especially for Mna 1 
□a frPtifwinw, the women of Ireland. They found 
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themselves with a stylish example m now decades 
of women’s striking absence from Irish executive 


corgis. But is a royal theme park, whatever the 
finan cial spin-ofls from the. Changing of the 
Guard and the theatrical spectacle of coronets 
and horse-drawn gilded carriages, really the 


ideal fulcrum for a modem European state? 

Ardent supporters of the monarchy have long 
proclaimed h as a democratic safeguard (though 
conveniently amnesiac on the Mad King George 
problem) implying that it was respected precisely 
because of the awe inspired by its ermine-dad 
grandeur. But the conviction that Britain needs 
its royals, because tbe alternative would be some 
drab time-server in a grey suit elevated on the 
strength of decades of loyally voting the party 
line at Westminster, looks shaky against a Mary 
Robinson-type figure. Her warm style contrasts 
with the noblesse oblige overtones of Eagii n roy- 
alty, allowing an easier humorous dialogue 
with, for example, young single mothers in 
bleak inner-city Dublin community groups than 
any Windsor could manage. 

After she signs off the job at 1pm tomorrow, 
Mrs Robinson s functions under constitutional 
provision will be carried out until her successor 
takes office in early November by a presidential 
commission of three officials, the Ceann 
Comiuurle (Speaker) of the Daii, his counter- 
part, the Cathaoirleach of the Senate, and the 
President of the High Conn, advised when nec- 
essary by a Coundlof State. That this troikacan 
oversee tbe operation of law, government and 
international relations without a murmur of pub- 
lic alarm begs the question do we really need a 
head of state at all. 

The answer was delivered powerfully by the 
departing head of state herself. Mrs Robinson, 
essentially a shy woman, acquired great author- 
ity from the fact that she was directly elected. 
In a 1990 campaign Interview she said, m amuch- 
qnoted tenet, that “Fll be able to look Charlie 
Haufibey (tben^ Tboiseach) in the eye and tell him 
to back off because I’ve been directly elected, 
and he hasn't.*’ With Haugbey today in political 
disgrace, and die Dafl yesterday moving to put 
his finances and murkier executive decisions 
under new scrutiny, her argument in the seven 
years since that statement has become 
irrefutable. 


REMBRANDT 
WHITENING 
TOOTHPASTE 
FOR A 5 -STAR 



Rembrandt has won the maximum 5-srar 
rating in a test for the best whitening 
toothpaste carried out by Now magazine, the 
smarter woman’s weekly. 

Now Magazine has this to say about 
Rembrandt, which came out top of five 
brands tested - 

W Used over six weeks it did make feeds 
whiter - without feeling abrasive - 
which isn’t bad considering it had to 
cope with coffee , tea , red wine 
smoking. Guaranteed to bring *^“9 jiff 
sparkle to your smile . ^ ^ 

- Now magazine 31 July, 1997 

Rembrandt, the low abrasion whitening 
toothpaste. A unique formula of enzymes and 
anti-plaque agents gently break down stains. 

The results are simply dazzling. 

Available from quality chemists everywhere. 

REMBRANDT 

WHITENING TOOTHPASTE 
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German spurt boosts single currency hopes 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

Germany has moved within 
sight of the fiscal targets laid 
down by the Maastricht Treaty, 
increasing pressure on other 
would-be members of European 
monetary union to rein in public 
spending. 

With better than expected 
figures on German government 
finances yesterday providing a 
tonic for Europe's single 
currency hopes, the European 
Commission President, Jacques 
San ter, said plans for a single 
currency were beyond the point 
of no return and critics should 


end their “diatribe of doubt". 

The Nobel prize-winning 
economist Milton Friedman be- 
came the latest to add his voice 
to the chorus of EMU-doubters 
yesterday, warning in a German 
newspaper that Europe, with its 
diverse languages, traditions, 
industries and labour markets 
would not be ready for currency 
union on 1 January 1999. 

But in a strongly worded 
statement Mr Sanier labelled 
such comment “irresponsible" 
and Insisted delay was not only 
unnecessary but legally impos- 
sible. Calling for an end to 
speculation, Mr Santer said he 
was convinced a “substantial" 
number of countries would meet 
the qualifying targets on time. 


Thanks to a recovery in eco- 
nomic activity in recent months, 
Germany's prospects of meet- 
ing the required targets look 
brighter than they have for 
some time. 

The government's budget 
deficit fell to 3.1 per cent of GDP 
in the first half of this year. With 
growth accelerating and tax rev- 
enues increasing, analysts now 
believe Germany is on course to 
hit the target figure of 3.0 per 
cent for tbe whole of 1997. 

Two sets of official figures 
published yesterday underpin re- 
newed hopes that Germany will 
fulfil all but one or the Maas- 
tricht criteria without undue 
fudging. Tb die surprise of aD ob- 
servers, including government 


officials, the Federal Statistics 
Office reported that last year's 
government budget defiat had 
been 3.5 per cent - 03 per- 
centage points lower than pre- 
vious estimates. In the first half 
of this year, despite the sluggish 
economy and mass lay-offs, the 
deficit shrank to 3.1 per cent. 

Some of the improvement was 
due to the adoption of EU ac- 
counting standards, which ex- 
clude investment in hospitals 
from government expenditure. 
Even so, the figures show that 
the deficit in the first half of 1997 
was 03 points lower than the 
corresponding period last year. 

As the economy picks up, an- 
alysts said there was every 
chance that the government 


would deliver the 3 per cent fig- 
ure in time for the final weigh- 
in for monetary union. Evidence 
that the German economy had 
turned the comer also came 
from the growth figures isued 
yesterday by the Statistics Office. 

According to these, GDP in 
the second quarter was 2.9 per 
cent higher than the corre- 
sponding period in 1996. Sep- 
arate figures from the 
Bundesbank, adjusted differ- 
ently. showed pan-German 
GDP growth of 2 per cent in the 
year to the second quarter. 
Together these suggest that 
Germany is heading for annual 
growth of Z5 per cent, in line 
with government targets. 

However, Lhe recovery is 


being driven almost entirely by 
exports, boosted by the low ex- 
change rate of the mark. In- 
vestment in equipment grew 
only by 03 per cent in the sec- 
ond quarter and consumer 
spending remained in the 
dumps. With unemployment 
still on the rise, there appears 
little prospect of tbe long- 
awaited pick-up in domestic 
demand. 

Nevertheless, meeting the 
most important Maastricht cri- 
teria -although total public debt 
is still set to dimb over the 60 
per cent threshold -wfl] save the 
government a great deal of 
embarrassment- 

chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
looking upbeat for the first time 


in months, said: “We want a 
stable currency and the euro at 
tbe right time, and we have a 

ffetdd a rowdy sesdon of the 
Bundestag yesterday: “There is 
no alternative. - 

The implication is that Bonn 
will now feel able to resume its 
favourite role as Europe's dis- 
ciplinarian. It wfli turn a blind 
eye to France's performance, 
dose enough to 3 per cent. But 
Italy’s hopes of sneaking in be- 
hind a limping Germany have 
been dimmed. 

Nevertheless, Mr Santer in- 
sisted that the single currency 
would go ahead on time. “The 
end is m sight- This is not the 
time to frighten off the public 


about the solidity of the single 
currency," he said. Commission 
lawyers had advised that post- 
ponement would in any case be 
“legally untenable". 

Mr Santer admitted that 
urgent steps had to be taken to 
tackle Europe’s unemploymen'* 
crisis. He called on EU govern- 
ments to reduce taxes on em- 
nbjymeni and raised the prospect 
instead of new taxes on energy. 

Il was “crazy" he said that only 
one in ten of the unemployed 
were on training schemes and 
that unemployment benefit was 
paid out to millions without am 
corresponding incentive to 
retrain or upgrade skills. Mr 
Santer also said he favoured n 
reduction in working hours. 


Clarke joins 
UniChem as 
chairman 


Sameena Ahmad 

Kenneth Clarke, the former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and possibly one of the most un- 
healthy people in the House of 
Commons, is joining the board 
of UniQiem, the UK healthcare 
company, as non-executive 
chairman. Mr Garke, who fa- 
mously prefers a visit to the pub 
to preparing speeches and 
smokes out fats House of Com- 
mons colleagues with his 
panatella cigars, will cam 
£120,000 for a maximum two 
days' work a week. 

Having lost to William Hague 
in the Tory party leadership con- 
test, Mr Clarke' can at least con- 
sole himself that he is now 
earning the bigger salary. As a 
full-time leader of the opposi- 
tion, Mr Hague makes £93,000. 

Despite his lifestyle and rep- 
utation for toughness. Mr 
Clarke looks well-suited to a 
role at UniChem, the pharma- 
cy retailer and wholesaler. "He 
adores roughing people up ... 
crippled nurses would be right 
up his street," said a former 
cabinet colleague. 

He cut his teeth as minister in 
the Department for Health and 
Social Security from 1982 to 
1985. As Secretary of State for 
Health between 1988 and 1990, 
he was a key architect of the con- 
troversial internal reforms of 
the National Health Service. Af- 
ter losing the Tory leadership 
election in May, Mr Clarke was 
eager to by his hand at business, 
saying that after telling compa- 
nies how to run, he wanted to 
have a go himself Though be was 
appointed a non-executive di- 
rector of Foreign & Colonial In- 
vestment Management, he 
dearly was seeking a more 
hands-on role. As a Tory MP for 


Rushcliffe near Nottingham and 
a fan of local football, Mr Clarke 
was also widely tipped to become 
the next chai rman of Nottingham 
Forest football dub. However, 
Mr Clarke's long time relation- 
ship with UniChem won out. 

He was great pals with the 
group’s former chainnan. Lord 
Rippon, who died in January. 
Mr Garke approached Uni- 
Chem immediately after the 
leadership election- 

Jeffery Harris, chief executive 
of UniChem, which runs the 
Mass Chemist chain of phar- 
macies, said Mr Garke’s ap- 
pointment was ideally suited to 
the group's plans to expand in 
drug wholesaling Europe: “He 
has a vast knowledge of the 
health industry. He has a huge 
number of personal contacts i n 
Europe. 

"He has met up with health 
ministers in Europe. He's an 
extremely wise and sensible 
man and we wiD value his advice 
on deals.” 

Having failed substantially 
to beef up its retail pharmacy 
side after losing a £660m bid 
battle with Germany’s Gche to 
takeover Lloyds Chemists. Mr 
Harris said UniChem was now 
keen to expand its wholesale 
business in continental Europe. 
With the group's share price 
weak after the failed bid, he said 
UniChem was likely to merge 
with rather than buy a large 
wholesaler. Although Gche is a 
big wholesaler, he said any 
friendly deal there was 
“unlikely". 

Wholesaling sales in the six 
months to June took a £20w hit 
after Glaxo Wellcome's ulcer 
drug Zantac went off patent. 
Sales in the period rose 16 per 
cent to £833m with profits 
ahead 8 per cent to £27m. 



Co-op Bank executive 
calls for review at CWS 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Terry Thomas, managing di- 
rector of the Co-operative 
Bank, yesterday ended his out- 
spoken nine-year reign with a 
rail for a radical review of op- 
erations at its owner, the Co-op- 
erative Wholesale Society. 
The criticism followed the 


entrepreneur, to take over the 
mutually owned CWS this year. 
The Crown Prosecution Service 
recently dropped the case 
against Mr Regan, his business 


partner David Lyons and Allan 
Green, a former CWS execu- 
tive, to allow police more time 
ro investigate the affair. 

Though Mr Thomas declined 
to comment directly on the 
events, he suggested the CWS 
board should compare its for- 
tunes with the growing success 
of the Co-op Bank. Presenting 
his last set of financial results 
before his departure at the end 
of the month, he revealed a 32 
per cenljump in half-yearly pre- 
tax profits to a record £33m. 

Mr Thomas said the CWS 
was studying a consultants’ re- 
port on its business delivered a 


Mutuals discuss 
defence tactics 


Ken Clarke: On an annual salary of £120,000, he will earn more than William Hague 


Michael Harrison 

lhe Gomument came undo* re- 
newed pressure yesterday to af- 
ford the mntnal movement more 
protection Grom carpetbaggers 
as nearly 200 representatives of 
building societies, mutual in- 
surers, friendly societies and co- 
operatives met in London to 
discuss defence measures. 

The one-day conference may 
prove to be the forerunner to the 
creation of a more formal al- 
liance to promote tbe benefits 
of mutual societies over public 
companies and hobby for action. 

Adrian Odes, director gen- 
eral of the Building Societies 
Association, urged the Gov- 
ernment to introdnee secondary 
legislation to make it more dif- 
ficult for carpetbaggers to seek 
election to the boards of build- 
big societies. Measures could 
include increasing the number 
of individuals required to nom- 
inate a director, an increase hi 
the amount of money needed to 
qualify as a nominator and an 


increase in the turn-out figure 
required when voting for con- 
version. 

Alastair Lyons, chief execu- 
tive of National Provident In- 
stitution, cautioned: ^The voice 
of mutuality is diverse and that 
means there is no consistency 
or coherence in the message. 
There is an advantage in getting 
consistency from forums like 
this." But be raid tbe best de- 
fence against takeover or car- 
petbaggers seeking to force 
mutuals into conversion was to 
be competitive. “Mutuals have 
to demonstrate they add value, 
not simply act as a protection 
for inefficient management" 
.He told delegates that £100 
invested every month for 30 
years into a with-profits life pol- 
icy would produce a pot worth 
£15,000 more in a mutually 
owned insurer than a pic. “If 
there is to be a future for mu- 
tual life assurers then we have 
to give greater value for cus- 
tomers than pics." 

Comment, page 17 


few days agp. “We hope they'll 
do a root and branch review," 
he said. “I'm just confident 
that tbeyTl put their house in or- 
der. They don't need to be told 
that they cannot continue as 
they are with them losing mar- 
ket share." 

He implied the CWS had 
drifted from its founding prin- 
ciples. “The significant thing the 
bank has done is to go back to 
its roots. Perhaps you can lose 
the thread a bit. I'm not saying 
they did that but it's possible." 

The Bank yesterday paid 
tribute to Mr Thomas, who 
joined the organisation as its 
first marketing manager in 
1973. In the past decade the Gv 
op Bank has grown rapidly Hj 
targeting higher-income cus- 
tomers with products such as 
gold cards. 

Responding to criticism that 
the Bank had only grown by 
moving away from its original 
customer base. Mr Thomas ar- 
gued the co-operative pioneers 
were middle class. 

“It would be foolish to think 
they were men of the soil or 
hewers of rock," he said. 

Retail deposits at the bank 
grew 23 per cent in the six 
months to 26 July to £2.8bn 
while average retail lending in- 
creased by 11 per cent to 
£235bn. Bad debt provisions 
rose by 14 per cent to £I3.4m. 
though they were of the same 
1.1 per cent proportion of ac- 
count balances as last year. 

Meryyn Pedelty, an accountant 
and management consultant who 
will take over from Mr Thomas 
in October, yesterday pledged to 
maintain the ethical campaigns. 

Asked whether the ethical in- 
vestment stand had won ovc^ 
other banks, Mr Thomjjf, 
replied: “Unfortunately not" He 
cited a Co-op Bank conference 
against land mines, where only 
five smaller banks agreed to stop 
doing business with companies 
involved in the trade. 

People & Business, page 21 


Care First investors 
want chief reinstated 


Train maker to tackle Teutonic inefficiency 


Sameena Ahmad 

Institutional investors in Care 
First, the UK’s largest nursing 
home group, are lobbying for 
the reinstatement of Chai Pa- 
tel, who quit as chief executive 
a fortnight ago after a bust up 
with the group's chairman. It is 
understood that Mr Patel would 
consider rejoining the compa- 
ny only if Keith Bradshaw, ex- 
ecutive chairman, and Ron 
Reid, finance director, resign. 

Institutions believed to be 
concerned about Mr Patel’s 
departure include Morgan 
Stanley, Fidelity. London & 
Manchester, Abbey Life, Na- 
tional Provident and Invesco, 
which collectively represent 
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around 18 per cent of Care 
First's shares. 

Mr Patel, whose Court 
Cavendish healthcare group 
merged with Mr Bradshaw's 
Thkare last October, is believed 
to have walked out because of 
interference from Mr Brad- 
shaw over strategic decisions. A 
source close to Mr Patel said: 
“They just didn't share the 
same vision and values. Mr Pa- 
tel had no freedom to act. The 
amount of crass-chccking of his 
decisions was stifling." Mr 
Bradshaw apparently refused to 
specify to Mr Patel when he 
would step down to a non- 
executive role. Mr Patel wants 
Mr Bradshaw and Mr Reid, 
both originally from Takare. 
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go completely before be 
considers returning. 

Many of the institutions who 
are having meetings with Care 
First over the next few days re- 
gard Mr Patel very highly. One 
leading fund manager said yes- 
terday: “I very much want to see 
the reinstatement of Chai ft tel. 
We bought the shares because we 
believed in his style of manage- 
ment." The fund manager called 
on other institutions to make 
their views phin: "It it is now lime 
for the majority owners to have 
their view." 

Takare has been one of the 
worst performers in a tough sec- 
tor. Shares in the company 
have Lagged the market by 74 
per cent in the last five years. 
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Michael Harrison 

The world's biggest train man- 
ufacturer has dispatched a “hit 
squad" from Britain to sort out 
its German operations with a 
brief to bring them up to UK 
standards of efficiency and cost 
competitiveness. 

The move tty Adtranz. the 
ABB-Daimler Benz pint venture 
which owns the old British Rail 
Engineering works in Derby, is 
part of an overall strategy to cut 
the size of its European work- 
force by about 5.000. 

Since Adtranzwas formed in 
January 1996, it has cut its UK 
workforce from 8.000 to 3300 
and closed its York manufac- 
turing works, making Britain the 
group’s most efficient produc- 
tion base. Its UK operations, 
based mainly in Derby, Man- 
chester, Doncaster and Ply- 
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mouth, are now 50 per cent 
cheaper than those in Ger- 
many, where 8,500 are em- 
ployed in 11 locations, while UK 
inventory levels are a sixth of 
those elsewhere. 

Kaare Vagner, chief executive 
of Adtranz, said: “We have 
flown our British restructuring 
team into Germany to do the 
same thing there that they have 
done here." 

The British team will assess 
the scope for rationalising the 
number of plants in Germany 
and introduce UK-style work- 
ing systems. This involves pro- 
ject directors with responsibility 
for the design, development 
and manufacture of a train 
rather than the production sys- 
tem being broken up by 
function. 

The process is likely to be re- 
peated in some of the group's 


Scandinavian operations, no- 
tably Denmark, which is also 
reckoned to suffer from over- 
manning and excess capacity 
compared to the size of the 
home market. 

Since the UK restructuring, 
Adtranz has won the lion's 
share of the rolling stock orders 
placed by the privatised rail 
operators and has also become 
the favourite location for build- 
ing trains for export. 

The total UK order book 
stands at £500m, of which about 
a quarter are export contracts 
including one oeal to supply 
rolling stock for a new light rail 
system in Bangkok. 

Worldwide, Adtranz has 
manufacturing operations in 
20 countries, a £6ba order back- 
log and 25,000 employees, of 
which abouL 20,000 are in Eu- 
rope, making it the world’s 



Sir Alastair Morton: Advising 
Adtranz on Virgin trains bid 

biggest train manufacturer with 
a 14 per cent share of the 
global market and 22 per cent 
of the European market. 

Mr \hgner forecast further 
consolidation and rationalisa- 



tion of tbe rolling stock indus- 
try as prices continued to 
decline. 

Ultimately Adtranz has its 
sights set on a merger with the 
rolling stock operations of Gen- 
eral Electric of the US. The two 
groups have jointly developed 
a new freight locomotive called 
the Blue Tiger and are working 
together on projects in Latin 
America, Australia and South 
Africa. 

The next big UK rolling stock 
order is a £600m contract tof, 
supply Virgin wiLh 40 tilting^ 
trams for the upgraded West 
Coast mainline. Adtranz is in 
competition for the business 
with GEC-Alstbom and 
Siemens and is being advised on 
its bid by Sir Alastair Morton, 
former co-chairman of Euro- 
tunnel. Sir Alastair was ap- 
pointed earlier this month. 
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Boots pays £175m for 
German skincare firm 




Boots yesterday fulfilled a long- 
standing ambition to break into 
the German healthcare market 
when Boots Healthcare In- 
ternational paid £175m for 
Merck’s medical skincare com- 


UK 7.0B 7 .50 &96_ 

US »L59 G,36_ 

Japan 0- 50 0.50 ZM. 

Germa ny 3.0fl 3.55, 5Jg_ 
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lishpd strategic objective to 
achieve a presence for BH1 in 
Germany. It underlines our 
confidence in the prospects of 
the division and our commit- 

™- e " 1 * e long-term growth 
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The deal rives Boots a pres- 
ence in tbe£1.6bn German skin- 
care market and follows its 
move into France last year, 
when it acquired the French skin- 
care group Lutsia for £115m. 

David Thompson, finance 
director of Boots, said: “This is 
a significant acquisition for 
Boots, fulfilling a long-estab- 


Boots said the deal would 
open up the German market for 
BHI us over-the-counter 
healthcare business wh..se 
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Mutuals have to show they are worth preserving 


H3EE0^3I 


Something has to 
act as a bulwark 
against the banks 
and in any case It is 
obviously a good 
thing to have some 
form of alternative 
to the joint stock 
company 


- jriate tbaiyesren&y's 
- - -in for those still wedded and gjued 
to the concept of mutual ownership dinnld 
have taken place in die sanctity of Church 
House under the shadow of Westminster 
Abbey. Lik e the established church, die 
movement paddled along quite happily for 
many yeare in peaceful obscurity, largdypro- 
tected from the harsh realities of commer- 
cial life. Like the church, many of its 
advocates have the air of religious zealots, 
praseljtKiQgon behalf of the movement and 
its ideals at every opportunity. And like the 
church, the mutual movement is being 
dragged kicking and scre aming in to the 
20th century. Both are institutions, if not in 
turmoil, then certainly in the process of far- 
reaching and traumatic change. 

The impetus for that change is coming 
from two quarters. First the carpetbaggers 
who sense that when confronted with the 
choice between a building society and a 
bung, members will choose the latter. And 
second, from within the movement itself for 
there have been as many mutuals that have 
converted under their own steam as under 
the cosh of one of the high street hanfo 

The purpose of yesterday’s gathering was 
to examine how best the process could be 
stowed, if not stopped. There is little doubt 
that mutuality is worth preserving. Some- 
thing has to act as a bulwark against the 


banks and in any case it is obviously a good 
thing to have some form of alternative to the 
joint stock company. 

The question is what form that preserva- 
tion should take. Ttoo solutions were on offer 
yester da y. One is to man the barricades and 
erect every defence mechanism possible. 
Deter the carpetbaggers by making it much 
more difficult and much mote expensive to 
seek election to the board of a mutual is one 
idea. Change the law so that membership 
does not also bestow voting rights for two 
years or more is another. 

All this rather misses the point however. 
Physical defences might help halt the 
advance, bat they cannot stop it indefinitely, 
lb survive long term, the remaining build- 
ing society and life mutuals have to demon- 
strate they are vrerth preserving. By attempt- 
ing to offer a tangible mutual benefit to their 
customers, some mutuals have made a start. 
Alastair Lyons of National Provident was 
claiming yesterday that pound for pound, a 
with-profits life policy operated by a mutual 
delivers a 12 per cent high er return than the 
equivalent policy offered by a pic with 
shareholders to keep happy. 

No doubt Norwich Union could find 
another set of actuaries to challenge his cal- 
culations- But NPl’s tactics are undoubtedly 
the sort most likely to persuade members of 
the value, not just the virtue, of mutuality. 


Britain's remaining mutual building societies 
and life companies need to do for more of 
this. If they are to survive, they need to go 
on the offensive. 

View looks good from 
Lord Hollick’s chair 

in his chair in an office with 
panoramic view of central London, 
Lord HoIIick was looking rather pleased with 
himself yesterday. As well he might. Every- 
thing seems to be going right for the Labour 
Peer and media baron right now. As a part- 
time special adviser to Margaret Beckett, 
President of the Board of Trade, be has an 
unrivalled bearing at the centre of Govern- 
ment and a valuable insight into the work- 
ings of the new administration. Meanwhile, 
back al his day job as chief executive of Unit- 
ed News and Media, everything seems to be 
powering ahead on all fronts. Once scepti- 
cal analjsts have added him to their buy lists, 
and while his stare price is still well off its 
peak, it is back on a strongly rising trend. 

The boring bit of United^ which runs exhi- 
bitions and publishes freebie trade maga- 
zines, is proving as good a cash generator as 
they come. Which is fortunate, for the 
more interesting bits of this curious hotch- 
potch of media interests seem only too 


happy to soak it up. Lord Hollick talks boldly 
of giving the Mail newspapers a run for their 
money with his Express titles and is pouring 
m illio ns into the pursuit. On that front the 
jury is out but few in the Gty arc vet ques- 
tioning his judgement. Meanwhile even 
Channel 5 is doing better than expected. 
This was supposed to be a fin a nci al black 
hole in the making . While it is true that a 
third of the country still can't get access, and 
media critics continue to give its content a 
p i g li n g , losses are running lower than fore- 
cast and advertisers are voting with their 
chequebooks. It should easily make a profit 
in its fourth year, analysts say. 

Then there are the opportunities provided 
by interactive technology of which Lind Hot- 
lick, a big user of Internet bookshops and 
even virtual florists, is a leading exponent. 
There must be a cloud on the horizon some- 
where. of course. But right now. the bearded 
baron is enjoying the view. 

Currency traders make 
a 180 -degree turn 

ops! The currency markets have decided 

they were wrong about UK interest rales 
going up and German ones staying un- 
changed. Traders have now herded towards 
the opposite view - that German rates will 


rise before long while the Bank of Engfemfs 
Monetary Policy Committee will wisely at 
on its hands. 

Is this 180-degree turn in sentiment jus- 

lified? Take the German side of the DM- 
sterling exchange rate firsL The game being 
played by the Bundesbank is to convince the 
markets" that ii win raise the cost of bor- 
rowing if it has to - without actually doing 
so. Higher German interest rates would infu- 
riate politicians, exasperate potential EMU 
partners and clobber an economic recovery 
still in its early stages. Stabilising the mark 
is the priority here. The Bundesbank would 
prefer not to do anything stronger. 

As for the UK, the shift in sentiment rests 
on three surveys of the high street during a 
summer when many more Britons than usual 
were taking a windfall-financed break in for- 
eign pans.and on one underwhelming set of 
inflation figures. But actually there is not yd 
any firm evidence that the economy is slow- 
ing enough to keep ihc brakes on inflation. 

If this fails to materialise by December, 
the forex herd could easily stampede back 
to its original views. There is absolutely no 
prospect of an interest role rise at the end 
of today s two-day meeting of the Monetary 
Policy Committee. But later in the year? 
Who knows. The inflationary pressures 
building up in the economy may prove 
stronger than suspected. 
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9 Job losses 
predicted as 
BNFL plans 
to cut costs 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Staff at British Nuclear Fuels, 
v-' the state-owned reprocessing 
and contracting group, were yes- 
terday bracing themselves for 
news of hundreds of job losses 
after the company agreed to 
slash its costs by a quarter over 
the next four years. 

BNFL also said yesterday it 
expected to conclude negotia- 
tions to merge its operations 
with Magnox Electric, the nu- 
clear generator left m public 
ownership after last year’s pri- 
vatisation of British Energy, 
later this autumn. But BNFL re- 
peated that it needed assurances 
from Magnox and the Govern- 
ment that the merger would not 
compromise the growth pros- 
pects of its existing business. 

Despite signing a memoran- 
dum of understanding earlier 
this year agreeing the merger, 
John Taylor, BNFLs chief ex- 
ecutive. admitted the talks bad 
taken longer than anticipated. 

The merger was planned af- 
ter the older Magnox stations 
were separated from the rest of 
.. nuclear privatisation. Magnox 
jElectricwill today reveal a sub- 
stantial cut in its £1.3bn of fu- 
ture decommissioning liabilities 
which are not covered tty in- 
vestments or guarantees from 
the taxpayer. Its total antici- 
pated decommissioning liabil- 
ities were almost £9bn last year. 

The comments came as 
BNFL confirmed that the cost- 
cutting programme, called Be- 
yond 2001 ), would involve 
redundancies. But the company 
said no figures had been sug- 


gested to staff. The restructur- 
ing would save £ 20 Gm, around 
25 per cent of BNFLs control- 
lable costs, by 2000 - 2001 . 

Mr Taylor explained: “We 
haven't set a target for job 
numbers yet. WsYe going to talk 
this through with the work- 
force. Change is always difficult 
to deal withbut there are many 
people across the organisation 
who realise we need to change.” 

Unions were expecting to 
hear further details at a joint 
conference with management in 
December. Union officials fear 
the reductions could mean a 
drop in staff numbers of up to 
25 per cent Last year BNFLs 
workforce shrank by almost 
500, mostly through a voluntary 

redundancy programme. 

The company yesterday re- 
vealed a 19 per cent fall in 
turnover for the year to the end 
of March to £L26bn and a cor- 
responding 32 per cent dro p in 
pre-tax profits to £216m. BNFL 
said its dividend payout to the 
Treasury would be halved to 
£46m. The reductions came 
from the planned shutdown of 
the Magnox fuel reprocessing 
plant at Sellafield and lcrwer- 
than-expected deliveries of 
Magnox feel after problems at 
one of the generator’s reactors. 

Mr Thylor said the results, ex- 
cluding the shutdown, had beat- 
en targets, with savings of £60m 
through BNFLs efficiency drive. 

Despite the drop, BNFLs 
annual report showed Mr Tfcy- 
lor was paid a £61,425 annual 
bonus last year. Coupled with 
£65,163 of other benefits, his to- 
tal pay, including pension con- 
tributions, rose to £372,108. 


Pound lower 
on expectation 
rates will hold 


“j Diane Coyle 


Economics Editor 


The firm expectation that the 
Bank of England will not an- 
nounce any change in merest 
rates after its Monetary Pohcy 

Committee finishes meeting 

todav helped take the pound 

sharply lower yesterday. 

Alongside better-than-ex- 
necied news about the German 
economy, it took the poun 
more than two P fennl S*! f OT J“ 
10 DM2.85. the weakest for 
ncnrlv three months. 
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this did not mean a future in- 
crease in UK interest rates 
could be ruled out Nor were 
they convinced that the pound 
would continue to fall. 

“Hie markets could call the 
Bundesbank’s bluff on Ger- 
man interest rates, and if they 
did not raise rates that would 
give the pound a new lease of 
life ,* 1 said Gerard Lyons, chief 
economist at DKB. 

Separately, the British Cham- 
bers of Commerce said yester- 
day its members wantedthe UK 

to join the single European 
currency with a delay, but nev- 
ertheless as close as possible to 

the planned 2002 introduction 
of the Euro notes and coins. 
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been restated on the same basis as in the recent 
well in the fust part of 1997, whilst we have also 
a ij sat j 0T1 and flotation process, 
develop its business. In the light of these good results, 
npan/s performance oveT the remainder of the yeaT. w 

Allan Bridgewater, Croup Chief Executive 


■ UK life & pensions - technical account 
profit of 2213m and voted Company of 
the YeaT by IFAs (Money Marketing 
survey - March). 

■ UK general insurance -technical 
account profit of 237m in a difficult 
market reflects continuing emphasis 
on profit rather than volume. 

■ International businesses - technical 
account profit of 241m with improved 
long term business Tesults in Australia, 
France and Ireland and profitable 
general insurance results in New . 
Zealand, Spain and Ireland. 

■ Funds undeT management up to 
246.7bn (end 1996: £40.2bn). 

■ Life embedded value 23.91m (end 1996: 
23.6bn) and shareholders’ net assets 
24-9bn (end 1996: £4-5bn). 


This advertisement contains only a summary 
of the Interim Statement. To receive a copy of 
the full Statement, please complete and 
Tetum the coupon. 
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THURSDAY 


No instant gratification, but the Williams outlook is good 


W illiams, once known as a 
conglomerate, has worked 
hard to reinvent itself as 
the wind of stock market fashion has 
turned against its old sector. The 
group has dropped motor dealing, 
engineering, electronics and a large 
chunk of its building products busi- 
ness. turning very handy profits for 
shareholders in the process. 

Meanwhile, April’s £13bn ac- 
quisition of Chubb has given 
tangible backing to the claims by 
Williams' chairman. Sir Nigel Rudd, 
that he is now determined to focus 
on security and fire protection. Ear- 
lier this month, these efforts resulted 
in Williams finally being reclassified 
as a support services company. And 
the transformation was crowned 
vesterdav by the anno uncem ent 
that its membership of the FTSE 100 
index has been restored. 

Despite this tour de force, the 
recent run in the shares has been 
driven more by hopes that the 
group would accompany its interim 
announcement yesterday with news 
of further disposals and a share buy- 
back. The lack of instant gratifica- 
tion on either score sent the shares 
down 15-?p to 359p, even though it 
is dear that moves are afoot. 

Authority for a share buy-back 
wi'U be put to shareholders later this 
year, while a sale of the Polyfilla to 
US decorative paints home im- 
provements division was not being 
ruled either in or out by Sir Nigel 
yesterday. Analysts are suggesting 


that Nutone, a US electrical goods 
installer, could go whatever hap- 
pens- although forecasts that the 
whole division could eventually 
fetch as much as £900m may prove 
optimistic. 

Corporate moves aside, the 
Chubb integration appears to be, if 
anything, running ahead of expec- 
tations. Cost savings, which have 
seen 300 jobs go so far, and the ben- 
efits of shoving more of Chubb's 
products through Williams' existing 
Yale and fCidde distribution net- 
works are on course to hit the tar- 
get of adding £40m to profits by the 
end of next year. 

Longer term, there should be 
more to go for, with Chubb's strong 
positions in the fast growing secu- 
rity and fire protection markets of 
the Far Cast and Australia com- 
plementing Yale and Kidde in the 
Americas and Europe. Williams has 
yet to prove it can capitalise on these 
possibilities though. 

Stripping out acquisitions and ex- 
change effects, underlying profits 
growth of 5 per cent in fire protec- 
tion and 6 per cent in security was 
eclipsed by the supposedly non-core 
home improvement operation, 
which recorded a sparkling 13 per 
cent advance. 

The market outlook is good, but 
the group’s warning that the re- 
moval of advance corporation tax 
credits will cost an extra £9m a year 
in extra pension fond contribu- 
tions caused full-year forecasts to 


be shaved a Little yesterday. Still, 
assuming profits of £ 280 th, the 
shares, on a forward multiple of 16, 
falling to 14, look reasonable value, 
particularly against rivals in Sweden 
and the US on p/e ratios in the 30s. 


The Investment Column 
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ABP has plans 
but few details 


A ssociated British Ports, cap- 
tained by long-standing 
chairman Sir Keith Stuart, 
has sailed into troubled waters in re- 
cent months. Investors have become 
increasingly fed up with disap- 
pointing profits growth and poor re- 
turns from new investments. After 


all, ABP owns most of the UK’s 
biggest and most prosperous trade 
gateways to the sea and should be 
cashing in as the economy booms. 
But yesterday's interim results 
showed a mere 5 per cent rise in port 
operating profits to £101m for die 
six months to June. 

The group took the opportunity 
to unveil plans for a strategic review 
in an attempt to stave off a share- 
holder revolt. However ABP’s an- 
nouncement was long on rhetoric 
and short on details. The group 
hinted it would look for overseas ac- 
quisitions or joint ventures or pos- 


sibly extend its port activities and 
start handling distribution opera- 
tions on behalf of their clients. But 
nothing is definite and any new plans 
will not be known until next March 
at the earliest 

What we do know is that ABP will 
get out of nan-port property de- 
velopments. It daims that it has been 
doing so for years. Strange then that 
us balance sheet shows a recent rise 
in the amount of port-located prop- 
erties it holds. 

Whatever the result of the strate- 
gic review, ABP appears to have 
ruled out the one measure that 


would be a sure-fire way to pep up 
the share price, namely a share bu> - 
back or special dividend. Tnc » '~P 
share price foil to 275p reflects in- 
vestors’ disappointment. 

That said, shareholders should 
stidt in there. Sir Keith Stuart has 
recently appointed an outsider, 
Andrew Smith, to head up the 
ports division, which should provide 
an added impetus for change. 
Meanwhile profits should continue 
to rise steadily. UBS, the broker, is 
forecasting full-year profits of 
£102m, putting the shares on a 
prospective p/e ratio of 14. where 


mareins across the indusuy. Cnur- 
taulds own headaches have been Us 
bee and stretch fabric division, a 
third of total sales, and >\ells. a 
French hosiery business. 

Happily the group's restructuring 
plan, which should save some £ lOm 
a vuar bv the end of l^ns. is paying 
off. There was a £31-7 m prnvwfmui 
the l*Nt» figures for dosing eight pum- 
nesws. including UK tax- production, 
cutting 35U jobs and shitting pri>- 
d net ion overseas. The impact is 
dear in vesterday's interim numbers. 
On sales to June down a touch at 


prospective p/c whv *-T. "«v— 

they arc supported by a forecast 
4 • ", Hold. 


£42 1 m. profits recovered to 
i loss, indi 
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yield of 4.1 per cent. 


Williams: At a glance 


Fast progress 
by Courtaulds 


Matet value: E2.79bn. share pics 359p (-15.3)} 


Share price, pence 


Trading record 1994 1995 1996 1996 1997 | «o 

Fid year 


Ha) year 

- - * 


Turnover (£&n) 

1.39 

i» 

182 

- 058 

093 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

200 

228 

340 

115 

118 

Earnings per share (p) 

2D5 

22B 

39.1 . 

11.0 - 

100 

Dividends per share (p) 

13.5 

1425 

15.05 

5.S 

6J5 



B ritain's battered textile in- 
dustry may be finally off the 
critical list if the latest set of 
results arc any guide. On Monday 
Dewhirst. a dedicated supplier to 
Marks & Spencer, reported a 
healthy rise in profits from clothing 
sales. Yesterday it was the turn of 
Courtaulds Textiles, the leading sup- 
plier of lingerie to M&S. 

Since last June’s replacement of 
chief executive Noel Jervis with 
Ctdin Dyer, the group has made fast 
progress in harsh markets. As well 
as weak demand and falling textile 


from a loss, including rcsinieturing 
costs, of£S.5m last lime. Halt time 
margins more than ifoubled to per 
cent. With demand for toec weak, 

Courtaulds cl scaling back its US busi- 
ness and focusing on the stronger 
French and Spanish markets. 

Meanwhile stretch fabrics, used 
for everything from underwear to 
car seat covers, is going great cuns. 
Business with M&S, annmd 35 per 
cent of the total. Is sprightly and set 
to grow, while lingerie and hosiery 
is benefiting from more overseas 
sourcing and a more global focus. 

A combination of improving de- 
mand and further restructuring 
benefits should ensure continuing 
improvement. BZW forecasts 
£37Jm for the full yeur. including 
£3m of further exceptional!*. That 
puis the shares, up 4p at 335p. on 
a forward p/e ratio of 14, which looks 
about right against the sector. Hold. 




New Savings Rates from Bristol & West 


Effective Uth September 1997 (unless otherwise stated), 
f Effective 19th September 1997. 


ACCOUNT 

AMOUNT 

INVESTED 

GROSS RATE 
OF INTEREST 

nr 

(VARIABLE) 

NET PA” 



9 

U 

B 

INSTANT ACCESS 

£100,000+ 

4.40% 

3.52% 


120 DAY NOTICE ACCOUNT 

£100.000+ 

6.45% 

5.16% 


£50,000+ 

4.40% 

3.52% 


nterest paid annually. 

£50.000+ 

6.20% 

4.96% 


£25,000+ 

4 J0% 

3.36% 

(No longer available) 

£25.000+ 

6.10% 

4.88% 


£10,000+ 

3.90% 

3.12% 



£10.000+ 

6.00% 

4.80% 


£5.000+ 

3.50% 

2.80% 



£5.000+ 

5-85% 

4.68% 


£2,000+ 

3.10% 

2.48% 



£2,500+ 

4.50% 

3.60% 


£1,000+ 

2.75% 

2-20% 



£1.000+ 

4.45% 

3.56% 


£500+ 

2.55% 

2.04% 







£1+ 

0.20% 

0.16% 

120 DAY NOTICE ACCOUNT 

£100.000+ 

6J7% 

5.01% 





Interest paid monthly. 

£50,000+ 

6.03% 

4.82% 

MONTHLY SAVER 

£5,000+ 

3.55% 

2.84% 

(No lonver available) 

£25.000+ 

5.94% 

4.75% 


£2.500+ 

3.55% 

2.84% 



£10,000+ 

5.84% 

4.67% 


£1,000+ 

3.50% 

2.80% 



£50)00+ 

5.70% 

4.56% 


£500+ 

3.45% 

2-76% 



£2.500+ 

4.41% 

3.53% 


£1+ 

3.35% 

2.68% 



£1.000+ 

4.36% 

3.49% 

90 DAY NOTICE ACCOUNT 

£100,000+ 

6.40% 

5.12% 

BONUS TESSA 

£3000+ 

5.55% 


interest paid annually. 

£50.000+ 

6.10% 

4.88% 

(No longer available). 

£500+ 

4.05% 



£25.000+ 

5.85% 

4.68% 



£1+ 

1.00% 



£10,000+ 

5.60% 

4.48% 







£5,000+ 

5.20% 

4.16% 

PREMIER TESSA 

£9,000+ 

6^0% 



£2,500+ 

4.45% 

3.56% 

(FOLLOW UP) (Issues 1 & 2) 

£5,000+ 

6-60% 



£500+ 

3.95% 

3.16% 

(No longer available). 

£3,000+ 

6.60% 








£500+ 

4.80% 


90 DAY NOTICE ACCOUNT 

£100,000+ 

6-22% 

4.98% 



£1+ 

1.00% 


Interest paid monthly. 

£50.000+ 

5.94% 

4.75% 







£25,000+ 

5.70% 

4.56% 

PREMIER RESERVE BOND 

.£1,000+ 

6.30% 

5.04% 


£10,000+ 

5.46% 

4.37% 







£5.000+ 

5.08% 

4.06% 

CHARITY ACCOUNT 

£1+ 

3.10% 

2.48% 


£2.500+ 

4.36% 

3.49% 







£500+ 

3.88% 

3.10% 

CHILDRENS’ ACCOUNT 

£1+ 

2.90% 

2.32% 





(No longer available). 





ONE YEAR OPTION BOND 
Variable (Issue 1) Rate Options paying 
Interest annually. 


£ 100 , 000 + 

£50.000+ 

£25,000+ 

£ 10 , 000 + 

£5,000+ 


6.85% 

6.85% 

6.75% 

6.70% 

6.55% 


5.48% 

5.48% 

5.40% 

5.36% 

5.24% 


FULLY PAID SHARE 

(Rates also apply to Ches hunt Investment 
Share, Cheshunl Clubs. Cheshunt Ex-Thrift 
and Cheshunt Subs. Share, all no longer 
available}. 


ONE YEAR OPTION BOND 
Variable (Issue 1) Rate Options paying 
interest monthly. 


£100,000+ 

£50,000+ 

£25.000+ 

£ 10 , 000 + 

£5,000+ 


6.64% 

6.64% 

6.55% 

6.50% 

6.36% 


5.32% 

5.32% 

5.24% 

5.20% 

5.09% 


£50.000+ 

£25.000+ 

£ 10 , 000 + 

£5,000+ 

£ 2 , 000 + 

£500+ 

£ 1 + 


3.11% 

2.96% 

2.67% 

2.33% 

2.03% 

1-24% 

0420% 


2.48% 

2.37% 

2.13% 

1 . 86 % 

1.62% 

0.99% 

0.16% 


SELECT 

(No longer available}. 


TESSA PLUS 

£3,000+ 

6.70% 



£500+ 

5.20% 



£1+ 

1.50% 


TESSA TWO 

£9,000+ 

6.90% 


(FOLLOW UP) (Issues 1 & 2) 

£5.000+ 

6.60% 



£3,000+ 

6.60% 



£500+ 

4.80% 


PREMIER SAVER 

£100.000+ 

5.40% 

4.32% 

An Instant access account for investors 

£50,000+ 

5.40% 

4.32% 

who limit their access over a 12 month 

£25,000+ 

5.20% 

4.16% 

period. (No longer available). 

£10.000+ 

4.90% 

3.92% 

(No Withdrawals). 

£5,000+ 

4.50% 

3.60% 


£2,000+ 

4.10% 

3.28% 


£1,000+ 

3.75% 

3.00% 


£500+ 

3.55% 

2.84% 

(1-6 Withdrawals) 

£200,000+ 

4.40% 

3.52% 


£50,000+ 

4.40% 

3.52% 


£25.000+ 

4.20% 

3.36% 


£10,000+ 

3.90% 

3.12% 


£5.000+ 

3.50% 

2.80% 


£2,000+ 

3.10% 

2.48% 


£1,000+ 

2.75% 

2.20% 


£500+ 

2.55% 

2.04% 

(More than 6 Withdrawals] 

£100,000+ 

3.15% 

2.52% 

(Rates also apply to Premier Save Bond 

£50,000+ 

3.15% 

2.52% 

Issue « - no longer available). 

£25.000+ 

3.00% 

2.40% 


■ £10,000+ 

2.70% 

2.16% 


£5,000+ 

2.35% 

1.88% 


£2,000+ 

2.05% 

1.64% 


£1,000+ 

1-25% 

1.00% 


£500+ 

1.25% 

1.00% 

PREMIER PLUS CAPITAL ISSUE 1 

£100.000+ 

6.40% 

5.12% 

Three months notice required for 

£50.000+ 

6.10% 

4.88% 

withdrawal (Rates also apply to 

£25,000+ 

5.85% • 

4.68% 

Guaranteed Investment Account Issue 5 

£10,000+ 

5.60% 

4.48% 

and Guaranteed Investment Account 

£5,000+ 

5.20% 

4.16% 

Extra Issues 1 & 2). 

£2.000+ 

4.45% 

3.56% 

(No longer available). 

£500+ 

3.95% 

3.16% 

PREMIER PLUS MONTHLY INCOME 

£100,000+ 

6.22% 

4.98% 

ISSUE 1 

£50,000+ 

5.94% 

4.75% 

Three months notice required for 

£25,000+ 

5.70% 

4.56% 

withdrawal and Interest paid monthly. 

£10.000+ 

5-46% 

4.37% 

(No longer available). 

£5.000+ 

5-06% 

4.06% 


£2,000+ 

4.36% 

3.49% 


£500+ 

3.88% 

3.10% 

PREMIER TWELVE 

£100,000+ 

6-85% 

5.48% 

Variable (Issue 1) Rate Options paying 

£50.000+ 

685% 

5.48% 

Interest annually. 

£25.000+ 

6.75% 

5-40% 

(No longer available). 

£10.000+ 

6.70% 

5.36% 


£5,000+ 

6.55% 

5-24% 

PREMIER TWELVE 

£100,000+ 

6.64% 

5.32% 

Variable (Issue 1) Rate Options paying 

£50,000+ 

6.64% 

5.32% 

Interest monthly. 

£25.000+ 

6.55% 

5-24% 

[No longer available). 

£10,000+ 

6.50% 

S.20% 


£5.000+ 

6.36% 

5.09% 


£50.000+ 

£25,000+ 

£10,000+ 

£5,000+ 

£2,000+ 

£500+ 

£ 1 + 


3.15% 

3.00% 

2.70% 

2.35% 

2.05% 

1.25% 

0 . 20 % 


2.52% 

240% 

2.16% 

1 . 88 % 

1.64% 

1 . 00 % 

0.16% 


Norwich Union 
keen to shake off 
takeover rumours 


NteCfcutti 

Personal Finance Editor 


(Rates also apply to Bonus Bond 5eiect and Balanced Bond Select}. In addition, 
also applies to the following accounts which are no longer available: High 3o. HiLlfe, 
Overseas 3 Month Capital Account, Overseas Prime Access account ff). Cheshunt Foreign 
90, Cheshunt instant Access, Cheshunt Foreign Instant. Cheshunt Instant Gross, 
Cheshunt Charity Instant. Ex Aid to Thrift, Guaranteed Investment Account Issues 1, 2, 3. 
4. 6, 7, B, 9. 10. 11, 12, 13. 14. 15, 16, 17, 18 & 19. No 1 Capital (t). Triple Bonus (T). 
Bristol Plus, Moneylink, Snoopy. Guaranteed Equity Bond 3 Year Issue 1. Balanced 
Guaranteed Equity Bond 1 Year Issues A. B. C 8 D Guaranteed Equity Bond 5 Year Issues 
1. 2 ft 3, Bonus Interest Band Issue 1, Capital Maker Bond. Premier Save Band Issues 1. 
2. 3, 4 , 5 ft 6, Escalator Bond Issue 3 (3 years). Fixed for Six Bond Issues 1 & 2, Bonus 
Return Bond Issues 1 & 2, Bonus Interest Bond Issues 2 & 3, Bonus Bond Issue 2, 

Secure Investment Account Issue 3 & 4, Premier Option Bond all Issues Fixed and 
Variable. Premier Twelve Fixed Issue 1, 1 Year Option Deposit Bond Fixed Issue 1 and 
Balanced Guaranteed Equity Bond 1 Year Deposit Issues 1, 2 & 3, Capital Protection 
Growth Bond Issue 1 and Guaranteed Equity Bond Plus Issue 1. 


SPECIAL MONTHLY INCOME 
(No longer available} Rales also apply to 
High 30 Monthly Income, Cheshunt Instant 
Income, Overseas Monthty Income (t). 

No 1 Income (t), Triple Bonus Monthly 
Income (t). Premier Option Bond all Issues 
(Monthly Income) Fixed and Variable. 
Escalator Band Issue 3 (Monthly Income), 
all no longer available. Premier Twelve 
Issue 1 (Monthly Income) and 1 Year Option 
Deposit Bond Issue 1 (Monthly Income). 


CHESHUNT SPECIAL 90 CAPITAL 
(No longer available) Rates also apply to 
Cheshunt Special 90 (Gross) and Cheshunt 
Charity 90, all no longer available. 


CHESHUNT SPECIAL 90 INCOME 
(No longer available). 


BALMORAL HIGH INTEREST ACCOUNT 
(No longer available) (Also Balmoral Fixed 
Rate Bond Issue I and II and Balmoral 
Limited Edition Bond). 


BALMORAL MONTHLY INCOME ACCOUNT 
(No longer available) also Balmoral 
limited Edition Bond (Monthly Income). 


£50,000+ 

3.11% 

2.48% 

£25.000+ 

2.96% 

2.37% 

£10.000+ 

2.67% 

2.13% 

£5,000+ 

2.33% 

1.86% 

£2,000+ 

2.03% 

1.62% 

£500+ 

124% 

0.99% 

£1+ 

0.20% 

0.16% 

£50.000+ 

3.95% 

3.16% 

£20,000+ 

3.65% 

2-92% 

£5.000+ 

2.65% 

2.12% 

£500+ 

2.20% 

1.76% 

£1+ 

0.20% 

0.16% 

£50.000+ 

3-88% 

3.10% 

£20.000+ 

3.59% 

2^7% 

£5,000+ 

2.62% 

2.09% 

£500+ 

2.18% 

1.74% 

£1+ 

0.20% 

0.16% 

£100.000+ 

4.60% 

3.68% 

£50.000+ 

4.45% 

3.56% 

£25.000+ 

4.40% 

3.52% 

£10,000+ 

4.10% 

3.28% 

£2.000+ 

3.25% 

2.60% 

£100,000+ 

4.51% 

3.60% 

£50,000+ 

4.36% 

3.49% 

£25.000+ 

4-31% 

3.45% 

£10,000+ 

4.02% 

3-22% 

£2.000+ 

3-20% 

2.56% 
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Norwich Union, the recently 
floated life and general insurer, 
yesterday reaffirmed its com- 
mitment to remaining inde- 
pendent as it announced 
operating profits of£288m for 
the last 24 weeks before its stock 
market debut in June. 

The insurer has been dogged 
by takeover rumours since its 
plans to list on the stock mar- 
ket were announced last year, 
with Halifax, the former build- 
ing society turned bank, touted 
os its most likely predator. 

However, Allan Bridgewater, 
chief executive at Norwich 
Union, said his company had re- 
ceived no takeover approaches 
from any organisation. 

Meanwhile, Norwich Union’s 
entry to the FTSE 100 index of 
top UK companies was con- 
firmed yesterday. The shares are 
expected to join the Footsie on 
22 September. 

Richard Harvey, who takes 
over from Mr Bridgewater as 
chief executive later this year, 
said of the rumours: “1 think it 
is very much a feature of the 
marketplace that we are in. 
We do not find it dBConcerting." 

The company's pre-tax prof- 
its of £335m, which compared 
with £528m for the whole of 



uhr-prumiuro income up 10, 
per cent. • 

The UK general insurant * 
business produced a £37m op-,- 
crating profit, although Mr 
Bridgewater conceded that the 
bottom of the underwriting cy- 
cle. in which premiums have 


been driven down fry compcti- 
tofd 


Richard Harvey: Takes over 
as chief executive this year 


1996, were broadly in line with 
analysts' forecasts. A final div- 
idend for the period ending 3i 
December will be paid in June 
next year. Norwich shares gave 
a muted response to the results, 
dropping 7Jp to 341p. 

Mr Bridgewater ruled out the 
possibility of Norwich hitting the 
acquisition trail: “We have no 
need to make acquisitions. We 
have a good spread of business 
and a good spread of distribu- 
tion.” 

UK life and pensions con- 
tributed £213m to profits with 
new business growth of 17 per 
cent compared to the same pe- 
riod last year, single-premium 
business up 20 per cent and reg- 


tion in the household and mo- 
tor insurance market, had been 
"flatter and longer" than Nor- 
wich Union had anticipated. 

“We were a little bit disap- 
pointed with the ability of the 
market to take premium in- 
creases,” Mr Bridgewater said. 
“We’re probably a few months 
further behind in the cycle than 
we would have thought." 

The private motor insurance, 
market was showing signs of im- 
provement and rates had been 
increased, but no upturn in 
motor fleet rales is expected un- 
til the end of the year. House- 
hold insurance rates are also 
static, though Norwich Union 
hopes to push some increases 
through later this year. 

Underwriting results were 
slightly better than in 19% bir'i 
subsidence claims, at £llr\! 
were ahead of last year's levels. 

The group's direct opera- 
tion. Norwich Union Direct, 
now has some 550,00(1 cus- 
tomers, a rise of around 200.000 
over last year. 


Coopers’ 
fee income 
rises 10% 


Roger Trapp 


Booming corporate activity 
helped Coopers & Lybrand, the 
UK's largest film of accountants 
awl management consultants. 


per cent last year. 

A 17 per cent rise in corpo- 
rate finance revenue was a key 
factor in the improvement, 
which saw gross UK fee income 
for 1996-97 grow 9 per cent to 
£766m. However, the firm also 
reported in its annual review 
published yesterday a 7 per con 
increase in fees from audit and 
accounting, a sector that has 
been hit by intense price com- 
petition in recent years- As au- 
ditor to 30 companies In the 
FTSE 100, the firm claims to 
have retained a dear lead over 
the rest of the field. 

Peter Smith, chairman, at- 
tributed the firm’s performance 
to a global reach that was “sec- 
ond to none” and said the or- 
ganisation was focusing on 
market sectors and evolving its 
range of services. 

rrirther evidence of the gen- 
eral buoyancy in the profession 
is seen in today's announcement 
by BDO Stay Hayward, a sec- 
ond-tier firm specialising (n ad- 
vising growing businesses, oT a 
6.1 per cent increase in fee in- 
come. Managing partner 
Adrian Martin said Stay was 
benefiting from “a dear focus 

continue to bnild^th^firm 
through providing advice to 
growing businesses and the 
people behind them”. 


Christies profits 
trail Sotheby’s 


Magnus Grimond 


Christies Internationa], which 
earlier this year toppled 
Sotheby’s from its position as 
the world's biggest auction 
house, has still emerged as less 
profitable than its arcb-rivaL 
The London-based group an- 
nounced yesterday that pre- 
tax profits to June had soared 
20 per cent to £l9m, but the 
group’s £ 12.9m after-tax earn- 
ings trailed the £] 6m recorded 
by Sotheby’s for the first half. 

However, Lord Hindlip, 
chairman, remained optimistic 
about the outlook. “The second 
half has started welL Each of our 

major salerooms has a number 
of important consignments for 
the autumn season." 

In particular, the group is 
looking forward to the New 
York sale on 10 November of 
the Ganz Collection of modern 
and contemporary art. Slated to 
realise over SI 25m (£7 9m), 
Christies reckons it could top 
the previous record of $135m 
for an individual collection, set 
by ibe Impressionist paintings 
of John T Dorrance sold by 
Sotheby's in 1989. 

Mr Ganz, who made his 
money from costume jewellery, 
built his collection from the 
1940s, during the early careers 
of Picasso and two US artists, 
Jasper Johns and Robert 
Rauschenberg. Fcier Blythe, 
Christies’ finance director, said 
these painters are now highly 
valued, selling for mil] ions of 
dollars. “The sale could well 
beat records", he said. 

'Die latest figures were struck 


after total auction sales jumped 
15 per cent to £557m in the pe- 
riod, compared with a 9 per cent 
rise to £524m for Sotheby's. The 
figures were boosted by tfie New 
York sale of the collection be- 
longing to John and Frances 
Loeb. which realised $ 92.8m, 
the second-highest total from a 
single collection. The sale in- 
cluded the highest price ever for 
a painting by Henri dtffr, 
Toulouse-Lautrec, “Danse use 
assise aux bas roses", which sold 
for $14J>m. Also sold was Paul 
Cezanne's “Madame Cezanne 
au fauteuil jaune" for$23.1m, 
the second-highest price 
recorded for that painter. 

The biggest single collection 
realised just £15m in the com- 
parable period of 1996, mean- 
ing that sales in the US soared 
46 percent to£300m in the first 
six months. 

In total. Impressionist and 
Modem sales leapt 68 per cent 
but despite the strength of the 
market Mr Blythe said it had 
stiD not reached the proportions 
of the late 1980s. “Back then 
you had a runaway Ixxun in 
prices for everything. People 
were willing to pav millions of 
dollars fur » second-rate 
Renoir.” Buyers were now more 
discerning. “From time io time 
you gel a price beyond most 
people's expectation, but it 
doesn’t happen with the same 
frequency as h did then". 

Tr rc ver ? micrna-rt. 

tional, he added, but the fastest 
growing region was Asia-Pacific. 

. Christies is raising the 
interim dividend hy 17 per cent 

to l.4p. 
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Bizarre stories emerge as Footsie continues to drift 


As Footsie continued its lack- 
lustre drift the stock market 
had to resort to bizarre stories 
to generate interest 

A cash call by a German 
rank was enough to get one 
arculatmg-abid fora British 
financial group. National West- 
nunster Bank, or at least pan 
of it, was identified as the 
likely target. 

The German bank is Com- 
merzbank and its intended vic- 
tim was said to be Nat West’s 
troubled securities aim. 
Although few professed to 
believe the stoiy it did allow 


market, gain in g 11 Jp to824p. 
The bank has had a difficult 

year with poor profits and 
high-profile problems at its 
securities side. It has held what 
it called “exploratory” merger 
talks with two groups, thought 
to be Abbey National and Pru- 
dential Corporation. 

The struggling bank has, 
however, dewed it plans to sell 


its securitiesbusmess, where it 
is undertaking a revamping 
exercise. 

Commerzbank is thought 
to be keen to develop its Lon- 
don operation, which includes 

It is^raismg 1 ^ arramd^ETODm 
through a rights issue and has 
said the cash is earmarked for 
its investment banking side. 
The German bank does, not 
have a significant London se- 
curities operation, an area 
which has attracted its rivals, 
Deutsche and Dresdner. 

Footsie fell a further 453 
pants to 4*905.2, making an 89 
fall this week. A raft of largely 
encouraging company results 
failed to make any overall im- 
pression. The FTSE 250 index 
fen back but the FTSE SroaO- 
Caps index provided a flicker 
of encouragement, gamma 1.6 

to 2 J 281 J 2 . 

The Footsie changes were as 
expected. Norwich Union, 
BtUiton, Wxrfwfch, Son rife & 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of Ok year 


Provincial (up SJp to 420p) 
and Williams were promoted, 
replacing Tate & Lyfe, Hanson, 
Imperial Tobacco, Mercury 
Asset Management ana 
Burnish CastroL 

Drug shares were under the 
weather with GiaxoWeUcome 
off 36p to L249p and Smith- 
Kfine JBeccham 19p to 530p. 
Worries about US drug prof- 
its created the anxiety and 
Glaxo also had to contend 
with unexpected delays over 
the switch of its Beconase 
allergy drug from prescription 
to over-the-counter sales. 

Biocompatibles Interna- 
tional continued to demon- 
strate the market’s reluctance 
to take prisoners, crashing an- 


other 1823p to 550p on the 
failure of its link with Johnson 
& Johnson to materialise. But 
Shield Diagnostic rose 35p to 
6423p, highest since April, 
and Drew Scientific put ou 6p 
to 140p on hopes of an en- 
couraging presentation with 
tomorrow's interim results. 

Croda International, the 
chemical group, rose 103p to 
368 _5p with Dresdner Kiein- 
wort Benson producing what it 
called a “strong” hire note; 
Cadbury Schweppes foil 53p 
to 588p, reflecting negative 
comments from Soci£t<S 
G6n£raJe Strauss Thmbull. 

H, the engineer, edged for- 
ward 23p to 6103p with Pan- 
mure Gordon describing it as 


a “premium growth stock”. 

Psion, the hand-held com- 
puter maker, hardened 17p to 
4193p after disclosing it bad 
licensed its EPOC32 operating 
system to Philips, which intends 
to use it for a range of data and 
messaging products. 

Airtours, the holidays group, 
shaded 5p to 1.16Z5p on whis- 
pers that its bigger rival Thom- 
son was planning a major push, 
limelight, the bathrooms to 
kitchens group, fell 3p to 643p; 
the shares were floated at 175p 
in November. Interim figures 
today are expected to be poor 
and there is talk of a capital in- 
jection by founder Stephen 
Baler and a rights issue. 

Ring International, the 
scene of boardroom strife, fell 
lp to lip after the budget 
music concern said a bid may 
appear but not at “a significant 
premium" to the market price. 

JKX 03 & Gas rose 7p to 
52p as the Ukrainian state oil 
company seemed to under- 


mine the agreed bid from Ram- 
co Energy. The Ukrainians ac- 
quired a near 11 percent JKX 
slake al52p, some 6p above the 
Ramco offer. It is unclear 
whether the counter-move is an 

attempt to gel a higher price 

or is aimed at preventing Ram- 
co getting full control. 

Hanover International, the 
hotel chain, edged forward 5p 
to 140p on talk of a Jarvis 
Hotels strike, and Fitch hard- 
ened to 47p as Sir Terence 
Conran lifted his stake in the 
design group to 25.79 per cent, 

London & Metropolitan, a 
loss-making property group. 
Came in for a speculative run, 
rising 2-75p to 73p, highest 
since June. The company has 
made losses of more than 
£10m over the past three years. 
Interim figures are due. next 
month. 

La Senza, the lingerie chain 
which came to market last 
year at I50p. fell a further 7p 
to 31 op. 


□Britton, the packaging 
group developed by two 
former merchant bankers, 
could soon be a takeover 
targe L There is market talk 
that an offer of around 120p 
is being prepared with API 
said to be the interested 
party. Britton was once an 
acquisitive group. Then a 
shock warning that its 
interim figures, due later 
this month, would be 
disappointing devastated its 
shares. The price has rallied 
to 71p From the 51p hit on 
the warning; last year it was 
155-5p. 

□Ennex International rose 
3-5p to 33J»5p, a high. The 
excitement stems from hopes 
that the company will 
exercise its option to acquire 
95 per cent of a zinc deposit 
in Kazakstan. Results of the 
exploration work Ennex has 
carried out are thought to be 
highly encouraging. 
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Channel 5 beats 
expectations on 
viewing figures 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Losses at Channel 5, the ter- 
restrial television c hann el 
launched at the end of March, 
are lower than analysts have 
been expecting while audience 
share and advertising revenues 
are higher. 

Channel 5 recorded a loss of 
£23m in its first three months 
on top of the £2153m of start- 
up costs which have alre ad y 
been written off by its four 
shareholders. 

The figures were released 
yesterday along with half-year 
results from United News & 
Media, which owns a 29 per cent 
stake in Channel 5. Its share of 
the first three months’ losses was 
£6. 7m. 

The channel, whose launch 
was dogged by problems, now 
reaches 6S per cent of the coun- 
try. Its audience share is 5 per 
cent in homes that can access 
it and 3 per cent nationwide. 

Support from advertisers has 
been encouraging with annu- 
alised revenues running at 
£85 m. This is much hi ghe r than 
even the top end of City ex- 
pectations and will reassure 
analysts who have expressed 
concerns that Channel 5 would 
prove a financial black hole. 
“We are slightly ahead of our ex- 
pectations," said the company’s 
chief executive. Lord Hollick. 

On the basis of yesterday's 
figures, broker Henderson 
Crosthwaite has lowered its 


forecast of first-year losses from 
£25m to £20m. 

Excluding Channel 5 losses, 
United News & Media record- 
ed a 15 percent increase in half- 
year profits to £l74m. Lord 
Hollick yesterday repeated his 
call for a fairer system on the 
way broadcasters were taxed. 

He said licence fees paid to 
the Treasury by the ITV com- 
panies could be replaced by a 
tax on advertising and sub- 
scription revenues. This would 
extend the tax to include satel- 
lite broadcaster BSkyB. “Our 
view is that the tax should be 
levied fairly and evenly,” he sakL 
“There needs to be a funda- 
mental review." 

Lord Rollick's comments 
came as the Independent Tele- 
vision Commission is consulting 
on the issue. It has asked for in- 
dustry reaction by 27 Septem- 
ber. United News & Media, 
which was formed as a result of 
MAI’s merger with United 
News last year, is making 
progress with operating mar gin*; 
which rose from 15.4 per cent 
to 18 per cent. 

After a year of busy corpo- 
rate activity, in which United 
made £l.lbn worth of acquisi- 
tions and £4Q0m of disposals. 
Lord Hollick said the focus 
this year would switch to organic 
growth. 

The review of HTY for which 
Unitedpaid £372m earlier this 
year, will be completed by the 
end of this month. Cost savings 
wili be reinvested across the 


w ec- 

nbiUons and trade magarme di- 
vision which now accounts for 
45 per cent of group profits, saw 
improved performances from 
Miller Freeman, which now in- 
dudes die Blenheim Exhibitions 
group. Profits in the division 
rose by 70 per cent to £87m. 

The consumer publishing 
arm, which includes the Express 
newspaper titles, increased un- 
derlying profits by 18 per cent 
to£48m. 

Lord Hollick said investment 
in the Express would continue. 
With £10m invested so far since 
the MAI-Uoited merger, a fur- 
ther £10m will be spent on the 
paper “over the nest year or 
two". 

Lord Hollick said the move 
towards a seven-day operation 
had worked wdl but more funds 
would be invested in the Sun- 
day title. 

“We are going to give the 
Moil a real run for its money 
over the next five years," he said. 

The falling cost of newsprint 
boosted the group’s bottom 
line by £10m but currency fac- 
tors cost the group £5m while 
the rest was offset by develop- 
ment activity. 

The financial services divi- 
aon, which indudes the money- 
broking operation, saw profits 
fall by 13 per cent to £27 -5m. 

Group margins improved 
from 15 percent to 18 percent 
Net debt stands at £lbn.The in- 
terim dividend is lip. The 
shares rose 27.5p to 746p. 



Lord Hollick: ‘We are going to give the Mail a real run for its money over the next five years’ 


Independent Newspapers drops out of running for Fairfax 


Independent Newspapers, the 
Irish-based media group, yes- 
terday ruled itself out of the 
running for Fairfax, the Aus- 
tralian newspaper empire, the 
future ownership of which has 
been pot in doubt by Kerry 
Packer’s recent announcement 
that he was selling down his 
stake in the company 
Independent Newspapers, 


chaired by Dr Tony OTteflty, has 
been linked with attempts to 
purchase Fairfax in the past, 
but this time round it says it will 
not be pursuing possible open- 
ings. 

Announcing record profits 
for the first six months of this 
yean Uam Heaty chief executive 
of Independent Newspapers, 
said: “The price is too high For 


a mature newspaper group and 
we would not be interested.” 

In the half year to the end of 
June, Independent Newspa- 
pers increased its pre-tax prof- 
its from IR£25.6m to IR£39m, 
thanks mainly to a first-time 
contribution from the group’s 
rece n tly acquired ne ws pap e r m- 
terests in New Zealand, Wilson 
& Horton. 


However, there was strong 
growth throughout the group, 
and according to some forecasts 
in the City where die group has 
attracted a significant invest- 
ment following, profits may 
top nt£l00m for the year as a 
whole. 

Dr OTteSty said: The results 
for die group for the full year 
are expected to show a worth- 


while improvement over 199k" 

■ In Ireland, where the com- 
pany owns the country’s lead- 
ing quality daily and Sunday 
newspapers, there were strong 
gains both in advertising and 
circulation revalues. Both tides 
were able to consolidate and 
build on their leading positions. 

- In the UK, progress was 
made in reducing losses at The 


htdependart , which is 46 per cent 
owned by Independent News- 
papers, despite die continued 
price war in the broadsheet 
market The company’s share 
or losses fell from Ht£2Jhn to 
IR£2.6m. 

In local currency terms, 
there was Strong growth fax 
profits from the group’s inter- 
ests both in France and South 


Africa. However; the steep de- 
cline in the value of die French 
franc and the South African 
rand fed to a slight reduction 
in profits from these territories 
when translated back into the 
Irish currency 
The- board Is recommending 
an interim dividend ofZ^p, an 
increase of 13 per cent on last 
year 


MIN 
profits 
rise to 
£13.6m 


Nigel Cope 

Midland Independent News- 
papers, which is the subject of 
an agreed £297m takeover bid 
from Mirror Group, reported a 
sharp rise in half-year profits 
yesterday and said it did not ex- 
pect the deal to be blocked b>’. 
the competition authorities. V 

The deal is being scrutinised* 
by the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. which is due 
to report its findings to the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
at the end of this month, 
here is no precedent for a 
deal like this being blocked.” 
said MXN’s chief executive, 
Chris Oakley. 

MIN, which owns 44 news- 
paper titles including the Birm- 
ingham Post, Evening Mail and 
Coventry Telegraph, reported a 
64 per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £ 13.6m for the six 
months to 29 June. The figures 
exclude £2.1m of exceptional 
charges caused by redundancy 
costs and £900,000 of advisers’ 
fees relating to the Mirror 
Group deaL j[ ' 

Profits were also boosted by 
first-time contributions from 
the acquisitions in May of the 
Hinckley Times and Loughbor- 
ough Echo titles. These added 
£5.7m to half-year turnover. 

Though sales of its flagship 
titles were fiat or showed slight 
declines, circulation revenue 
increased by £300,000 to film, 
helped by cover price increas- 
es. Profits were boosted by a 
sharp fall in the cost of news- 
print which put £2m on the bot- 
tom line in the half year. 
Advertising revenue increased 
by 245 per cent with recruit- 
ment advertising strong. 

Mr Oakley said a loyalty 
scheme for the Birmingham 
Mail was working well. There 
are 45,000 holders of a loyrffb 
card which offers money off s; 
a range of retailers as well as a 
retrospective rebate for people 
who buy the Mail all week. 

Birmingham Live, the joint 
venture television company with 
Mirror Group, has attracted 
2OOJ00G viewers. MIN’S share of 
station's first-half losses was 
£177,000. MIN said it was part 
of three consortia bidding for 
three radio new licences which 
are set to be granted by the Ra- 
dio Authority. 
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Shares dive as 
Saltire moves 
into the red 


Andrew Yates 


Investors in Saltire, the elec- 
tronics parts distributor, took 
fright yesterday, sending the 
shares plummeting by more 
than a fifth to 26Sp after the 
group announced it had 
plunged into the red in the six 
months to July and warned 
that profits for the year would 
fall well short of expectations. 

Saltire plans a management 
shake-up which will lead to re- 
dundancies after being hit by the 
sharp rise in the value of the 
pound and continued problems 
at its Romanian subsidiary 
which has been badly affected 
by the country’s economic dif- 
ficulties. It made a pre-tax loss 
of £1.4m in the first half of the 
year compared to a profit of 
£2m the year before. 

It is Saltire’s third profit 
warning in a year. The shares 
have collapsed from 109p a 
year ago and a high of 370p in 
1994. 

Tom Long, chairman, said: 
“These results are very disap- 
pointing. We are a small com- 
pany and economic ill winds hit 
us more severely than larger, 
more resilient groups.” 


The group warned that the 
continued strength of sterling 
would continue to knock the 
group’s profits. However Mr 
Long said the operating per- 
formance would improve in 
the second half and it should 
make a small operating profit 
for the year as a whole. 

in its S Dutc^° German and 
French businesses which cost 
the group around £300,000. 
Saltire is now looking to close 
its warehouses in continental 
Europe and dra m atically reduce 
the stocks it bolds. 

Turnover in Network, the di- 
vision supplying Romania, 
halved to film. The business 
lost £500 ,000 in the first half due 
to the weakening local curren- 
cy and a downturn in the econ- 


id export 
Sales at Maplin, the retail 
business Saltire bought 18 
months ago, have also been dis- 
appointing. The performance of 
its mail order side has yet to live 
up to expectations. Mr Long 
said the group should survive hs 
latest problems and the balance 
sheet was strong enough to 
support its operations. 


ABP starts revamp 
to head off revolt 


Andrew Yates 


Associated British Ports, the 
UK’s largest port operator, yes- 
terday launched a root and 
branch strategic review in an 
attempt to boost its lacklustre 
profits growth. The move was 
designed to head off a revolt 
from institutional investors after 


farmance, which bas seen 
ABP’s shares underperform 
the stock market by 20 per 
cent over the last 12 months. 

However, ABP disappointed 
shareholders by ruling out a 
share buy-back or special divi- 
dend. sending the shares down 
a further 17.5p to 275p. 

One institution said: “This is 
not good enough. They had bet- 


ter come op with something bet- 
ter in the review. The manage- 
ment are under pressure to 
perform.” 

Analysts believe that Sir Keith 
Stuart and Charles Orange, re- 
spective^ ABFs chairman and fi- 
nance director, could be forced to 
leave ifthe reforms end iu failure. 
However, Sir Keith insisted the 
review wouldsOsoce critics. “Vfe 
are not resting on chit laurek We 
have bought in fresh blood. The 
process of renewal is already tak- 
ing place,” he said. 

Andrew Smith, who joined 
the group in April to take con- 
trol of the port operations, said 
ABP would consider overseas 
acquis tions and a diversification 
into other businesses. 

Investment column, page 18 


IN BRIEF 


Llewellyn leaves Ca radon board 

Trefor Llewellyn is stepping down from the board, of Caradon. 
the building materials group, in the wake of shareholder un- 
happiness over his connection with the Wickes scandal, which led 
to a slump in profits at the DIY retailer. Shares in Caradon fell 
9p to 189fip as analysts downgraded forecasts on news that prof- 
its at the group’s doors and windows division would not recover 
until 1998. Pre-tax profits for the six months to June fell to £74m 
'£81 3m), with the rise in the strength of the pound and dilution 


m disposals wiping £12m off earnings. Caradon warned tint 
British building materials market was only showing modest 
covery and although improvement was seen ahead, its tuning and 
strength were uncertain.The group sees continued stability m the 
tough German market, with a recovery by 1998. 

People & Business, page 21 

Williams says ACT abolition mil cost £9m 

Williams, the fire protection to security group, became one of 
the first companies to spell out the cost of the recent abolition 
of advance corporation tax credits when it said the move would 
result in an additional £9m a year in pension contributions. The 
group, which bas a surplus on its pension fund, said it was still 
in discussion with its actuaries about die precise cost and die re- 
sult would be reflected in the full-year results. News of the charge 
and the group’s failure to announce either the sale of its Pbty- 
filla to US paints home improvements division or a share buy- 
back alongside its interim results, as some had expected, sent the 
shares 15-5p lower to 359p. After taking account of a £53m ratio- 
nalisation charge, profits up 3 per cent to £118m in the six months 
to June were at the top end of expectations. The figures includ- 
ed a maiden contribution of £17.1tn from Chubb, acquired for 
£13bn earlier this year. Investment column, page 18 

Unilever buys Argentine ice-cream firm 

Unilever, the Anglo-Dutch food and detergents giant, moved to 
enter Argentina’s ice-cream market with the acquisition of Mon- 
thelado from Philip Morris. Monthelado, which has an arfn»«l 
turnover of approximately £29m and employs 350 people, is itfti 
second-largest ice-cream business in Argentina, the second-largest 
ice marker in Latin America. The terms of the deal were not dis- 
closed. Charles Strauss, president of Unilever’s Latin American 
operations, said: “Latin America is a region with high growth 
potential for Unilever and ice-cream is a priority category.” 

Government redeems BT special share 

The Government has redeemed its £1 special preference share 
in British Telecom, leaving it with no shareholding in the com- 
pany. The Government announced in July that it had decided to 
redeem the special share, which was created in 1984 and prevented 
BT from changing certain Articles of Association without the writ- 
ten consent of the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry. The 
articles affected included limitations on shareholdings and the 
nationality of the executive chairman or chief executive officer. 
The move comes in the wake of BTFs proposed merger with MCL 
the US telecoms group. 


Profits up 43% at France Telecom 

France Ifelecom, Europe’s second-largest telephone group an- 
nounced a 43 per cent rise in profits to Fi8.9bn (£927m) for the 
six months to June. The company made a one-off profit of Frl.lbn 
from the sale of its 7.75 per cent stake in Cofira, a unit of telecom- 
munications rival CegeteL The profit growth comes as the gov- 
ernment plans to seU 20 per cent of the company’s shares on the 
Paris and New York stock markets in France s biggest initial ouh- 
lic offering. Tie government wfl] also sell shares to emplwees 
and is in talks to swap shares with Deutsche Telekom AG its inf: 
ternational partner. Operating income fell 1.1 per cent t/ 0 
FrfS.bbn as a result of investment costs related to expandine it 
mobile phone service. Rising mobile phone subscriptiMsandl 
er financing costs memit the company said it expected profit^ 
nse above last year’s FrI43bn. v ^ lo 
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No one can afford to ignore the 
‘speculators’ - or have them shot 


A s the world’s banking com- 
munity converges on Hong 
Kong where the IMF and 
World Bank annual meetings start 
next week, both the bankers and the 

currency traders who work for 
them will be reflecting on how 
much more tunnofl on the foreign 
exchanges this year can bring. This 
is not just a question of the recent 
crisis affecting several Asian cur- 
rencies, which prompted Malaysia's 
prime minister to say he thought 
speculators should be shot Volatil- 
ity in the exchange rates between 
major currencies like the dollar, yen, 
mark and pound has also been much 
higher this year than last. 

It is not m the nature of central 
bankers to like volatility, although 
the investment bankers Jove it, of 
course, for the extra business and 
profit opportunities it brings. As last 
spring's G7 ministers' meeting put 
it in the official communique “We 
agreed that exchange rates should 
reflect economic fundamen tals and 
that excess volatility and significant 
deviations from fundamentals are 
undesirable.'’ 

Therefore the financial markets 
i wifl be a bit edgy about the meet- 
ing of G7 finance ministers and cen- 
tral bank governors due to take 
i place in Hong Kong in just over a 
- week's time. They will also be 
keeping a cautious eye on any 
smoke signals emerging from this 
weekend’s meeting of European fi- 
nance ministers, which is due to dis- 
cuss the exchange rates at which ' 
member currencies will convert to 
the euro at the end of next year. 

Given that those attending these 
two key policy meetings have a 
strong preference for exchange 
rates that do not move too far. too 
last, and reflect underlying economic 
fundamentals, the markets will be 
speculating whether they might do 
anything about it In April there was 
talk but no co-ordinated interven- 
tion and no change in policies. But 
two years earlier the G7 did man- 
Jk. age to bring to reverse the dollar’s 
& earlier decline. Will the ministers 
walk their talk this time around? 

Generally, action takes place 
only when the strains of misaligned 
currencies have become unbearable. 
Economists at Goldman Sadis have 



Diane 

Coyle 

America can no 
more disregard the 
currency markets 
than the Thais or 
Malaysians. 
Foreign exchange 
turnover, at more 
than $1.2 trillion a 
day, is on too 
formidable a scale 


helpfully just published a chunky 
document which gives their latest 
estimates for “eauflibriunT ex- 
change rates which would reflect 
fundamentals. They calculate that 
the dollar ought to be around SL50 
to the mark in the long run. and the 
pound should be at DM2.49. The 


equilibrium dollar-yen rate is 
¥111.95. 

This means that at current rates, 
the dollar is substantially overval- 
ued against the German mark, 

while the pound is stlfcwrvalued 
despite its recent decline. Gener- 
. ally speaking, the mark is far too 
weak, the dollar and the pound too 
strong. 

The first action G7 ministers and 
central banks always lake is to try 
to talk their currencies down - or 
up - without having to intervene 
directly in the foreign exchange 
markets or do any thing really dras- 
tic like alter interest raxes or gov- 
ernment budgets. 

The talking has started. For ex- 
ample, the Bank of England suc- 
cessfully persuaded the currency 
markets that the pound should be 
lower with a statement last month 
that indicated interest rates were 
unlikely to rise again in the imme- 
diate future. 

On Tuesday Lawrence Sum- 
mers, the US Deputy Treasury 
Secretary, launched a verbal assault 
that took the dollar down more 
than two yen in a day by saying the 
Japanese government must pro- 
mote domestic demand, rather 
than relying on exports to haul the 
economy to recovery. 

Other central h anks have quiet- 
ly stopped buying US Treasury 
bonds darin g the past four months. 
If private investors do not plug the 
emerging gap, the dollar is likely to 
faD. An increase in US interest rates 
would postpone this correction 
but interest rates are likely to in- 


US and Japan current account balances 
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crease in Germany as well, and per- 
haps also in the UK eventually. 

. ' Besides, its growing trade deficit 
means America’s appetite for for- 
eign capital is huge. Tb finance its 
gap between imports and exports 
of around $190bn (£120bn) ibis year 
it would have to soak up all the 
spare savings in the rest of the G7. 
lb make matters worse, Japan and 
other Asian countries have bought 
about a third of the foreign pur- 
chases of Treasury bonds during the 
past two years. Recent events mean 
this supply of capital inflows will 
probably dry up. 

As fee Gol dman Sachs experts 
tout “In the past two years we 
witnessed the swiftest accel- 
eration of foreign capital inflows into 
fee US Theasury market on record.” 
If they slow down markedly - per- 
haps as a result of decisions taken 
or signals sent at the impending <37 
meeting- either long-term yields in 
the US will have to rise or the dol- 
lar will have to set off on a down- 
ward path to provide overseas 
investors with a currency gain. 

The real moral is feat the Amer- 
ican government can no more 
ignore the currency markets than 
the Thais or Malaysians. Accord- 
ing to the last international survey 
in 1995, daily foreign exchange 
turnover was $1.2 trillion. Next 
year’s update wfll show that it has 
grown even more. This is too for- 
midable a scale for any government 
to tackle. AU are subject to the mar- 
ket’s disciplines, when the “specu- 
lators’’ get round to applying them. 

Countries like the US with a big 
current account deficit are con- 
suming more than they can produce 
at home - a trade shortfallis often 
the earlier rign of inflationary pres- 
sure. If, as seems to be the case in 
America at the moment, this is be- 
cause of growing purchases of in- 
vestment goods, it need not be a 
long-term problem. The invest- 
ment will eventually increase home 
production. Even so, it will put the 
currency under pressure and in the 
end is likely to result in a depre- 
dating dollar. as in the South- 
east Asian case, it is the result of 
consumer spending or unproduc- 
tive government spending, the 
crunch will be rapid and painful. 


How to hold on to your key 
staff - by Nicola, Horlick 

People & Business 


Love her or loathe her, there's not 
much chance of ignoring Nicola 
Horlick, the woman who did for 
Morgan Grenfell Asset 
Management what Attila the Hun 
did for ancient Rome. 

The Recruitment Society have 
just sent me an invitation to bear 
la Horlick, currently managing 
director of Sod£t£ G£n£rale Asset 
Management UK, give a speech 
later this month entitled: 
“Recruitment and Retention in 
theory.” 

W31 anyone from Morgan 
Grenfell be in attendance, I 
wonder? 

Deny Thomas is not entirely 
looking forward to his retirement 
after nine years as managing 
director of the Co-operative Bank. 
He tells me that his new job - in 
the House of Lords - only pays 
him a measly £30 a day for a 
secretary, with lousy facilities and 
no office of his own. 

Attempting to lighten his mood, 
I enquired whether he would also 
have to supply his own ermine. 

Bearing in mind the Co-op's 
aggressively “green” image, Mr 
Thomas admitted he would “have 
to find an ethically correct 
ermine”. 

He then speculated on where 
the Coldstream Guards get their 
synthetic bearskins from. Is there 
anyone out there who can help? 

No sooner do 1 write that Sir 
Brian Pfearse is about to retire 
from British Invisibles than he 
marches off to be the new deputy 
chairman of Britannic Assurance. 

Britannic is best known as a 
rather boring company which sells 
policies to C2Ds and collects their 
premiums door to door. Sources at 
Britannic teD me this is all going to 
change, and that a bright chap like 
Sir Brian wouldn’t have taken the 
job otherwise. His joining “is a 
signal that be understands and is 
excited by potential Britannic has 
in the market". 

Over the last year the company 
has gained an entirely new top 
tram, including Harold Cottam as 
chairman Last February it made a 
deal with the DTI over the 



Nicola Horlick: Giving a speech 
for the Recruitment Society 

ownership of its “orphan assets" 
and the share price has moved 
ahead. Now Sir Brian, a former 
boss at Barclays and Midland, will 
help cut fat from the company. 
Stand by for lift off. Or something 
like that 

Personally 1 would have thought 
Sir Brian was ready ro start _ 
cultivating roses and improving his 
handicap after such a long and 
successful career, but his appetite 
for business seems undimmed. 
He’s still chairman of LucasVhrity 
as well. 

Coincidentally, Mr Cottam is 
retiring as chairman of the Haden 
MacLellan engineering group, to 
make way for Roger Leverton. 

It was Mr Leverton, you may 
recall, who was forced to carry the 
can for Pilkingion's troubles when 
he beaded the glass maker. Let’s 
hope he has better luck this time. 

Keith \hz is at it again. Baiting 
BCCTs liquidators, that is. No 
sooner have the boys from 
Deloitte & Touche won a $2.1bn 
judgment for damages in the 
Cayman Islands courts against 
Ghaife Pharaon, a Saudi financier 
connected to BCC1, than the MP 
for Leicester is demanding all the 


money be paid over immediately 
to the crashed hank's creditors. 

Mr Vaz arranged what was ro 
have been a private meeting 
yesterday with Chris Morris and 
John Richards, UK-based 
liquidators from Deloitte & 
Touche. In the event the MP 
turned up with a platoon of 
photographers at the liquidators' 
offices in Feller Lane, London. 

The liquidators agreed to look 
at his proposal for a public 
meeting at which creditors could 
ask questions directly. It is after oil 
five years since the last public 
meeting, and seven years since the 
corrupt bank was shut down. 

Mr Morris and Mr Richards 
rejected another of Mr Vaz’s 
proposals - that they drop their 
legal suits against Price 
Whterhousc, BCCTs former 
auditors, and the Bank of 
England, one of its regulators. Mr 
Vaz suggested that since they 
already had $2.1bn coming from 
Mr Pharaon, fighting the other 
legal cases was a waste of money. 
But the Touche boys reckon they 
can still win compensation for. 
creditors from the two institutions. 

Whatever happens, the 
liquidators are certainly painfully 
aware that their fees are under 
scrutiny. Perhaps that’s why they 
are about to move to new offices - 
above McDonald’s m Holbom. 

Trefor Llewellyn has asked to be 
moved to an operational role at 
Carudon and is therefore leaving 
the board and giving up his 
current job of finance director. 
Cara don sources assure me this 
has nothing to do with shareholder 
disquiet over Mr Llewellyn’s 
previous job as finance director of 
Wickes. the building materials 
group which suffered a £50m 
accounting glitch last year. Mr 
Llewellyn, after alL arrived at 
Cara don two years ago. I’m told. 

Mr Llewellyn will become 
corporate development director in 
charge of acquisitions and 
disposals. He will be replaced by 
Martin Clarke, who is coming in 
from Associated British Foods. 

John Wlllcock 
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sport 

Rusedski enjoys cake and the clay 



A new hero returns home: Greg Rusedski in action in the Samsung Open in Bournemouth yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Bournemouth 

The hi g hli gh t of a hero's wel- 
come for Greg Rusedski on his 
return from an unforgettable 
fortnight at the United States 
Open came at the end of the 
first set of his opening match in 
the Samsung Open at the West 
Hants Gub yesterday. 

As foe British No 1 sat down 
and peeled a banana during a 
change of ends, one of his el- 
derly supporters made her way 
along the side of the court with 
the aid of a zimmer frame, 
complete with a brake. 

Before the banana was half 
consumed, Rusedski looked up 
to find the woman standing by 
his side, offering him her best 
wishes and a gift to mark his 
24th birthday last Saturday. 

Don Weir, the security offi- 
cer, was on the scene. “It’s 
OK, Don," Rusedski said, and 
went on to complete a victory 
against his Spanish opponent, 
Alberto Martin, 6-3, 4-6, 6-2. 

“I’ve never seen anything 
like it in my life," Weir said af- 
terwards. “T saw the woman ear- 
lier. She said she had lost her 
ticket, and was given a guest 
ticket. It was amazing how 
quickly she got down there 
from the corner of the court. 1 ' 

Rusedski had arrived home in 
Chelsea on Monday evening to 
find 36 messages of congratula- 
tions on his telephone answer- 
ing machine in response to his 
advance to the US Open men's 
singles final, in which he was de- 
feated by Australia’s Rafter. 
After yesterday’s match he was 
presented with a birthday cake 
by the Lawn Tfcnnis Association. 

The surface was slower than 
Flushing Meadow’s concrete, 
and the arena would have been 
lost without trace in the Arthur 
Ashe Stadium, but it was a 
beautiful day for tennis on the 
green, green clay of home. 

Much to the encouragement 
of the LTA, tbe match had to be 
delayed to allow a crowd of 
2,700 to file into the sounds, 
a scene reminiscent of British 
tennis in its heyday, long before 
Rusedski and his British rival 
Tun Henman were bom. 

There was no speed gun to tell 
whether Rusedski was serving in 
excess of 143mph, the record he 
set during Sunday’s US Open fi- 
nal. and we were assured that the 
Mercedes logos on each side of 


the net were not gun sights for 
passes down the hoe. 

When the players met for the 
toss, the 6ft 3in Rusedski 
dwarfed his his opponent. He 
realised, however, that Martin 
was likely to grow in stature 
once the rallies started on a 
court suited to the Spanish 
grounds troke style. Rusedski 
gave Martin a taste of his serv- 
ing power in the opening game, 
one of his deliveries bruising the 
ribs of a ball boy. 

Martin leaned back before 
serving, in the manner of an 
archer, but his deliveries, in the 
main, were merely the means of 
starting a point rather than fin- 


ishing it. Rusedski broke for 
3-1 and only paused in his rush 
through the first set to complain 
about an overrule by the umpire 
in the concluding game. 

The opening set was over in 
34 minutes and then Rusedski 
broke in the opening game of the 
second set On the concluding 
point he out-rallied Martin in a 
duel which lasted 20 strokes, the 
last of which was a splendid fore- 
hand pass down the line. 

Martin struck back immedi- 
ately, breaking Rusedski in the 
next game and again in the 10th 
- wonyingly, with a confident 
backhand service return down 
the line on set point. 


Rusedski had two break 
points in the opening game of 
the final set, c hiding hims elf - 
“Come on, hit itl” - after foil- 
ing to covert either of them. He 
was more successful in tbe third 
game, teasing his opponent 
with a lob which the Spaniard 
returned over the baseline. 

“Greg-ol Greg-o" came the 
shouts, Rusedski did not disap- 
point, breaking again for 
5-2 and serving out the match, af- 
ter an hour and 39 minutes. He 
delivered 10 aces, but, as in New 
York, his improved groundstroke 
game continued to impress. 

The cake was brought on, the 
crowd sang happy birthday. 


and Rusedski forgot about any 
lingering jet-lag. “I was pleased 
with the way I played today," he 
said. “My opponent today is a 
very good day court player and 
can run down every ball. 1 was 
pleased to get by him." 

His next opponent, Aus- 
tralia's Richard Fromberg, is 
also adept on day courts, bat, 
whatever the outcome, Rused- 
ski has accomplished a gaod deal 
by coming back from the biggest 
match of his career to make an 
appearance in this tournament. 

“It’s been a very special day," 
he said. “The crowd was great 
- even die lady who came to me 
with, a present after the first set" 


Britain’s other representa- 
tives were defeated in the sec- 
ond round. Chris Wilkinson 
lost to the No 2 seed, Felix Man- 
tilla, 6-3, 6-2, Miles Madagan 
took Marcos Ondruska to three 
sets before the South African 
prevailed, 6-1, 3-6, 7-5, and 
Danny Sapsford was beaten by 
Spain’s Jacobo Diaz, 6-3, 6-1. 
■Ton He nman dispatched Rus- 
sia’s Alexander Volkov 6-3, 6-3 
yesterday to advance to the quar- 
ter-finals of the President’s Cup 
event in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 
■ Steffi Graf w3i make her 
comeback after a knee injury 
break in an exhibition tourna- 
ment in Baltimore in November. 


O’Meara 
puts pay on 
Cup agenda 


Qotf 

ANDY FARRELL 

reports from St-Nom -La -Bmtfcbe 

As natural as it is for words from 
Colin Montgomerie tobere- 
portedin large type in Lhe pop- 
ular press, it is not always easy 
to fathom what he is going on 
about “PayplayeTs? No. defi- 
nitely not. there is no reason 
to," Monty spluttered. 

With events at Valderrama 
only two weeks away, of course, 
we are talking Ryder Cup, but 
it is. nothing new that foe 24 
players who participate do so for 
expenses a my. But recently, in 
Sports Illustrated , Mark 
O'Meara questioned whether 
this should continue. 

“It is a touchy situation," 
O'Meara said. “Tve taken some 
heat in the papers." The Amer- 
ican, who will be making his 
fourth appearance in tbe Ryder 
Cap, has made an eariy transat- 
lantic journey to play m the Lan- 
c6me Trophy in Pares. He will 
then return home for a week's 
practice before joining his team- 
mates in New York for the trip 
to Spain by Concorde on Mon- 
thly week. A planned dinner 
with President Clinton the pre- 
vious night has been cancelled 
as Clinton is accompanying his 
daughter, Cbdsea, as she enrolls 
at Stanford University. 

O’Meara believes that a pro- 
fessional golfer on public display 
should be paid accordingly. It 
can be assumed he is not here 
to improve his French, although 
he will be getting a significant- 
ly smaller portion of the spon- 
sor’s pot than the star 
attraction, Greg Norman. Of 
the Ryder Cup, O'Meara said: 
“It is not about greed. 

“But if the Ryder Cup be- 
comes big business for tbe Eu- 
ropean PGA and the US PGA, 
then Z think It is something that 
should be looked aL The play- 
ers are the ones who make ‘it 
happen and somehow they 
could be compensated, maybe 
with a retirement fond or trust 
fond for their children." At the 
President's Cup, the much new- 


er match between the USA 
and an International team ex- 
cluding Europeans, the players 
and captains received $32,000 
(£21,000) each to donate to a 
charity of their choice. ta 

The American found support* 
in principle from Jesper 
Parnevik, the defending cham- 
pion, whose delight at being 
called up by Sevc Ballesteros 
was tempered by his sympathy 
for the injured Miguel Angel 
Martin. 

The Swede, despite a strong 
year in America, would have un- 
derstood if be bad lost out in a 
straight toss up between himself 
and Nick Faldo. “Some friends 
said to me I should be on the 
loam, but I said: ‘Who would 
you rather play, me or Nick?' 
They said: ‘Maybe Nick is more 
intimidating'- 1 wouldn’t have 
been surprised.” 

Parnevik is joined by six of his 
Ryder Cup colleagues, with the 
money list race between Moras 
gomerie, Darren Garke. lot-: 
Woosnam and Bernhard Lung- 
er overshadowed by all else. 
Norman arrives having retaken 
the No 1 on the world rankings 
after his win in the World Se- 
ries and his second place last 
week. 

“I lake no notice,” Norman 
said. “It has no bearing on my 
life.” This was hard to take for 
the press officer sitting next to 
him. “Thanks, Greg," sighed 
Tony Greer, who devised and 
compiles the ranking. 

■ An impressive final-hole 
birdie brought victory for Paul 
Lawrie and Jonathan Lomas in 
the Canon Shoot-Out curtain- 
raiser to the Lancome Trophy in 
Paris yesterday. The Anglo- 
Scortisb pair defeated Pter-UL*?' 
Johansson and Jesper Panics v . 
to win £2300 each. Sevc Balles- 
teros and Eduardo Romero 
were the first pairing to be 
eliminated, with a score of one 
over par. Ballesteros was. how- 
ever. cheered by the form of Jo- 
hansson and Parnevik. with the 
Swedish duo a total of four un- 
der par for the seven holes 

nlnv<art «1 ih<» fCtA'nm.I 


Woodward set to be named England’s tactical guru 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Englan d do not possess a coach- 
ing team to prepare the national 
side for tbe forthcoming quar- 
tet of Tests against the southern 
hemisphere superpowers, but 
Such irrelevances are no concern 
of Twickenham’s. Today, Rug- 
by Football Union officials will 


name an elite party of around 
50 players for the first squad ses- 
sion of the season at Bisham 
Abbey next Wednesday. 

Those dyed-in-the-wool tra- 
ditionalists who subscribe to the 
Willie Duggan theory of winning 
rugby - “The test way to take the 
edge off your form is to go 
training," said the Irish No 8, fa- 
mously - might press for a con- 
tinuation of the status quo and 
let the players coach themselves. 


More realistically, the RFU are 
now likely to confirm Clive 
Woodward’s appointment as 
full-time tactical guru next week. 

With Roger Uttley well-nigh 
certain to be named in a man- 
agerial role and Rob Smith, the 
popular and hitherto under- 
rated Wasps coach, emerging as 
a late contender to complete the 
front-line panel, tbe long-run- 
ning saga caused by Jack Row- 
ell's sudden abdication is now 


□earing a belated conclusion. 
The contractual small print is in 
the hands of the lavityeis and 
should be rendered watertight 
by this weekend. 

Today's squad will include all 
the English Lions who tri- 
umphed in South Africa this 
summer - at least, those who are 
fit - plus the majority of those 
who squared the simultaneous 
Test series in Argentina. Wood- 
ward and company will have had 


only a minimal say in the com- 
position of the party but will 
wield for greater influence when 
the numbers are narrowed 
down later this month. 

Meanwhile, Australia, who 
play England at Twickenham on 
15 November, have bitten the 
bullet rather more quickly than 
the RFU. Yesterday, the Wal- 
labies paraded Rod Macqueen 
as their new national coach in 
the wake of Greg Smith’s deci- 


sion to jump before being 
pushed following his side's 60- 
point humiliatiOD by the Spring- 
boks last month. 

Macqueen has agreed a two- 
year contract leading up to the 
1999 World Cup and, m many 
ways, he was the obvious man 
for the job. His work with the 
Cinderella-like ACT province, 
who reached the Super 12 final 
during the summer, has been 
sensational and that success 


has marked him out as a high- 
ly capable motivator. 

On the domestic front, (he 
RFU will make half the draw for 
foe second round of the national 
knock-out cup on Monday. The 
56 home sides will be named, 
with foe draw completed seven 
days l3ter after the competi- 
tion’s new sponsors, thought to 
be Carlsbeig-Tetley, have been 
confirmed. 

John Hall cleared, page 2 



Bulls could be without captain for final 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD HELD 

The Bradford Bulls face a bat- 
tle to have Robbie Paul, their 
captain, available for foe Stones 
Premiership final if they qual- 
ify for the Old Trafford show- 
piece on 28 September. 

New Zealand have called up 
Paul for the Test against Aus- 
tralia two days earlier. While it 
might be theoretically possible 
for Paul to be back in Britain in 
lime for the final, travelling to 
and from the southern hemi- 
sphere would rule him out. 

Bradford gave Paul their 
blessing to ploy in the Tfest be- 
tween the two countries in 


April, but they would be reluc- 
tant to let him go this time. 

Their coach, Matthew Elliott, 
has attacked the timing of tbe 
Tfest, and it does appear to be 
a case of Super League on one 
side of foe world not knowing 
what it is doing on foe other. 

The Bulls first have to nego- 
tiate a quarter-final against 
Castleford this Sunday, fol- 
lowed by a home semi-final 
foe following weekend 

In foe meantime, they will be 
to persuade the Kiwi 
Frank Endacott - a late 
convert to the talents of Paul - 
to manage without him this 
time. 

Two of Paul’s Bradford team- 
mates are in foe running for foe 


Super League Player of tbe Year 
award, to be announced in two 
weeks' time. 

James Lowes 3nd Graeme 
Bradley have been nominated 
by foe votes of their fellow 
professionals, along with 
Wigan’s Andy Farrell, who is vir- 
tually certain to be named 
Great Britain captain for foe 
Tfest series against Australia. 

Elliott is, not surprisingly, in 
fine for foe Coach of foe Year 
title, along with Tbny Currie of 
the London Broncos and Sal- 
ford's Andy Gregory. 

The three contenders for 
Young Player of foe Year are 
Danny Orr of Castleford, War- 
rington's Lee Briers and Tbny 
Martin of London. 


Martin Offiah has agreed a 
new contract with London, 
which will keep him there for 
another two seasons, with foe 
option of an extension after that. 

John Cartwright, Salford's 
Australian second-row, says he 
is “95 per cent certain" to sign 
a new deal which will bring him 
back to foe club next season. 

Steve Molloy, the Feather- 
stone and Great Britain prop, 
has failed in his attempt to be 
declared a free agent. Molloy, 
who toured the Pacific with foe 
Test squad last year, claimed 
there had been delays in his con- 
tract payments, but a Rugby 
League tribunal ruled yesterday 
that there had been no funda- 
mental breach. 



Sponsorship 
boost for 
English game 

Badminton 


English badminton has secured 
a new six-figure sponsorship 
award and officials hope soon 
to announce a major lottery 
grant to help with their eight- 
year plan to improve perfor- 
mance. 

Financiers Liverpool Victo- 
ria have given the Badminton 
Association of England £40,000 
for the 1998 National Champ- 
ionships, with that figure to be 
reviewed at the end of the sea- 
son as part of a three-year deal 

The tournament will move 
from its home in Norwich to the 
Dolphin Leisure Centre in Hay- 
wards Heath, Sussex. 

Meanwhile Steve Baddeley, 
the BAETs director for elite play, 
expects to announce foe lottery 
grant at foe National Champ- 
ionships, which run from 30 Jan- 
uary to 1 February 1988. 


Notable double for Bartle 


been omitted from the original 
British “long-list" because Lord 
and Lacfy Vestey, the owners of 
Arakai, mil their talented horse 
was not sufficiently experienced 
for the challenge. They have 
changed their minds having 
seen foe impressive way in 
which he has matured during 
the last few months, 

Britain had foe satisfaction of 
defeating every nation (includ- 
ing the non-Europeans) when 
they won from the powerful 
New Zealanders in 1995. The 
Kiwis again look threatening, as 
do foe Australians (who have 


won team gold medals at foe last 
two Olympic Games) and the 
Atlanta Olympic silver medal- 
lists from foe United States. 

Though the New Zealand 
riders have frequently domi- 
nated the major annual contests 
(notably Badminton) they have 
not won a team title at champ- 
ionship level since their victo- 
ry in foe 19% World Equestrian 
Games. Mark Tbdd, the dual 
Olympic champion, will do his 
best to improve foe record - as 
will Blytb Thit and Sally Clark, 
the individual gold and silver 
medallists in Atlanta. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 

Christopher Bartle becomes 
foe first rider to compete on a 
British championship team for 
both dressage and horse trials 
when he rides Word Perfect n 
in foe European Three-Day 
Event Championships, spon- 
sored by Pedigree Chum, which 
begin this morning at Burghley 
in Lincolnshire. 

Bartle will be third to £0 
among the four British team rid- 
ers, who were named yesterday. 
Mary King goes first on last 
year’s Buighley winner, Star Ap- 
peal, followed by Ian Stark cm 
Arakai, Bartle on Word Perfect 
and William Fox-Pitt on Cos- 
mopolitan 11. They will defend 
the European title wod at Pra- 
toni del Vivaro in Italy two years 
ago, when both King and Fox- 
Pitt were part of the team. 

Stark, who win be riding m his 
1 1th senior championship, had 


football 

PONTTNS LEAGUE Socond DMffOB RoeMW 
MWKSURNKEGOMBNfflONHatDMalKe 

QliMfi'j Alrfi ftangn » NOWfefl fT.QJ (a£ H&- 
KmOanug W. 

» CARLSBERO VASE FM taeOMng round? 
awtawurst * Owes spans t7J0I. 

Speedway 

E2JTE UEAOUfs . hWwrtsTptar? waai: 
Swindon v Hn^a Ijmn (7.301. 

VnMDUAUTap Bun Ji«or Cftmotonahfc (7.43) 


Other sports 

BOHNS: World Baring Counal super -cwdtfle- 
MtgX trtte: R Rata (hoWefl v H Chain fftl 
(Hnffitay Lmwb Centre, Mdnes). 
BQUESmwBM: European TTwe&OwEwnt 
Chawwwtip iB uqjpeyl. 

GOLF: Men's Home Wenetionate (Burnham 
artel Benw, Somasw): Woman's Home m- 

MOTOR RACMffi; Manx Rally fiste of Man). 
TENNIS: Samsung Open (Bournemouth). 


Panis makes 
return to 
Prost hot seat 

Motor racing 


Damon Hill's rival in foe race 
to be the No J driver for Alain 
Prosl's team next year made a 
successful return from injury in 
France yesterday. 

Olivier Panis, who broh* 
both legs in a high-speed era, 
at foe Canadian Grand Prix m 
June, tested his Prost- Mugen- 
Honda at foe Magny-Cours cir- 
cuit for foe first Lime since his 
crash. 

The Frenchman lapped foe 
track in lmin 14.5sec - 
equalling foe time Michael 
Schumacher recorded to claim 
pole position at this year's 
French Grand Prix. 

Reports Jast week had sug- 
gested HiUwas in negotiations 
with Prost over a £5m deal to 
race for the four-time world 
champion's team next year - 
and, as the current No 1 driver, 
Panis' position appeared to be 
under threat. But his return 
from injury may have convinced 
PTOst to stay loyal to his current 
driver, who was lying third in foe 
world championship table be- 
fore his accident. 

“Olivier’s performance has 
impressed me enormously," 
Prost said. "There is a big step 
between what we are doinu 
this week and a race weekend, 
proper, but I am convinced Lift-’ 
worst is now behind us." 

Panis said: “My drive in a For- 
mula Three car last week reas- 
sured me I was still competitive 
and that my legs had recovered 
and this first run in a Formula 
One car has confirmed that Bui 
foe work has only just begun. J 
have always said I would not 
race in a grand prix until I had 
recovered 100 per cent." 

Panis may now make his re- 
turn as eariy as foe Luxembou re 
Grand Prix, which takes place 
at Germany’s Nurburgring on 
28 September. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

£ 75,000 


■fire amount raised 
gatereoeiptsandticl 

.at Craven Cottage fi 
ham’s football mate! 
Plymouth Argyte on 
night. The money vw 
hated to the Diana, 
of .Wales, Foundatk 
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sport 


ST LEGER MEETING: The winner of the Park Hill Stakes continues Roberts’ renaissance and may turn out again on Saturday 

~ Double Trigger primed 

to claim distinction 


Cyzer’s Classic dream 
begins with Bedtime 


M 


ins 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Doncaster 

Town Moor’s Leger meeting is 
usually a damp stage that mar ks 
the baton passing between the 
seasons, a time to look forward 
to other dates later ra the cal- 
endar. 

Charles Cyzer is normally to 
be found rubbing his hands for 
two reasons at this juncture: to 
keep warm, and as a gesture of 
anticipation before the bound- 
fill days when his Site fireworks 
and Christmas crackers are de- 
stroyed in households through- 
out the nation. 

Yesterday, under a strange- 
ly undisturbed blue sky, his 
palms went together for a dif- 
ferent reason. In his other role 
as a racehorse trainer, Cyzer cel- 
ebrated the first Croin> winner 
of his career when Book At 
Bedtime won the fiffies’ Leger, 
the Park HUl Stakes. Nen could 
be the St Leger itself. 

DONCASTER 

2.05: MONSAJEM had lomatMng 
to ^jare when defeating TensOe at 
Chepstow last time and meets the 
runner-up on marginally better 
itTmK Biladam is t he danger. 

CTO 

R 235: POTEEN, wearing blinkers Bar 
the first time, may be able to re- 
produce the form that brought 
him third place in the 2,000 
Guineas. He had been off the 
course for same time when slight- 
ly disappointing behind Hidden 
Meadow last time but should be fit- 
ter now. Decorated Bern is consis- 
tent, but is exposed, best at seven 
furlongs, and concedes weight. 
Centre Stalls has been off since 
Royal Ascot and Captain Collins, 
stepping up in trip, and Hawfcaley 
H1U, stepping up in grade from 
handicaps, may pose greater threats. 


Book At Bedtime, whose 
name came from the mound of 
appellations that Cyzer and his 
brother Richard have pre -com- 
piled for their horees. is certainly 
no picture to look bl Not unless 
Picasso has done the portrait. 
“She was a Sheikh Mohammed 
chock-out as a yearling," the 
trainer reported. “She’s got 
hopeless hind joints, but I’ve al- 
ways been taught that you 
shouldn’t look at the back, but 
check out the front end. 

“If you stand at the New- 
market Sales all day every day 
like Z do then one or two are 
bound to come your way. No- 
one liked the look of her at Tat- 
te reads - they could see her 
more at Cheltenham thanDon- 
caster and Epsom — and I was 
able to pick her up for a small 
price [4,200gns, and even then 
he refused an immediate prof- 
it of SQOgns from an Italian buy- 
er]. Perhaps Sheikh Mohammed 
might be interested inlaying her 
back now.” 

HYPERION’S I 


life CANON CAN is held by Dou- 
ble Digger on Goodwood Cop 
form, but this longer trip and more 
galloping corpse may suit him bet- 
tex.Asaycnmgerhorse,bemaysdll 
be progressing, further Right and 
Old Rouvd need easier ground. 

cm 

140c VIRTUOCS made a sparkling 
debar at Newmarket behind 1,000 
Gtrineas hope Ashraatat, but ahead 
of another Classic aspirant, JSx.Al- 
harir is the pick of the opposition. 


Cyzer will not be broken if the 
Maktoums decline. He reposes 
in some comfort near Horsham 


to 2iao in the following year's 
2,000 Guineas. By 1989, Cyzer 
decided that if he was going to 
pay someone to train his hors- 
es it might as wefl be hrm<a>if 
_ Until yesterday’s events the 
biggest contest he had won as 
a trainer was the 1993 listed 
Pretty PoDy Stakes with Magi- 
cal Retreat, and that statistic 
footed safe as Book At Bedtime 
started to labour at the top of 
the Doncaster straight. The 
Sheikh Mohammed represen- 
tation of Anno Luce and Gown 
Of Light were putting away at 
the front, but -the suspicion 
that they were going too fast was 
confirmed as & pair faded back 
into the dust. Book At Bedtime, 


Doncaster — 235 


fkfrMp a flh tte art* ptaoes 1 . 3. 3 
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HYPERION 

2J05 Monsqfem 

3j40 Virtuous (nb) 

235 POTEEN (nap) 

4Jfl Ftamboyance 

310 Canon Can 

4L40 Elfland 

GOING: Good u> Finn. 


STALUfc Smltfu course - stands side; round canoe - insWe; mind mile - araaide. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. ■ ■ r . .. 

■ Left-hand, pew-shaped course with one tnJIe 

■ Comeli E aT ttm affdie AA3S {M18 Jcu 3 ft 4). Baa Bnk ftam Doneaner C-anvl 
station. ADMISSION: Club £22; GradasudSlS; Entity Endow* £fi (mdeMfia bee 
all endmurcQ. C AJtPAK X: Free. 

■ LEADING TKA1NEKS: B HBIs — aZwftneraften Ifil runners gives a success ra- 
tio of 19.9%; j Goafan 31 ban 141 (22%); J Peak® 27 from 137 (19-7%); B Cecil 22 
from S4 (23.4%). 

i B LEADING JOCKETS:LDetteci 38 wins from 200 rideagfsea a meow ntio of 18.4%c 
! TDarte734bwi2SS(m%);MniBa311h»l«3(iaW);KVBllM27b)m207(]3K). 

■ FAVOURITES: 221 aha to 778 mees (303%). 

BUNKERED PDOT TIME: Poteen (Z 8 B). 

WINNERS IN IRE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Kin's Brave (ZOfij’won « Boh on Monday: 
FlawteM l'J.40) mn at SaUabuy on tbunday. 

LONG-1HSTANCBRVNNEX9: Admire (3-40) A Mwdck How (4.40) taw been sot 241 
wllfa by Mbw Gay Ketleray from Whhcqmbe, Doraet. 

fonc] RALPH RAPHt PfENCE OF WALES fftJRSERY (CtASS Mgtoted 
C) £ 2 Sj 00 Q 2 TO lm (straight) Pan Value £ 20,340 -BfESH 

1 2U M0l*WY(USA) (22)BtQ*XpMe)|MJ PMBB7 ***M11Q4 

2 21U IBBAHMO|B2)IM«eaanNIM(|iii«MJQMon95 IWbamMUB 

3 415 BUZZ(n)(SuyF* 5 ed)C'Ttiint»i 02 Ooo aM dfrwlS BB 

a cm RNMH (IS) (tanbn N Mrtaart J Diitfop 8 13 RWalblOO 

5 138 THEOUNMMMI(2Q0taJM(MieS]Bn813 — FMEdtoy3KH 

6 01*551 mrS8IMK(3J(D|(JKSMBIWBn81S{aM- : £ 

7 6442 MTBRTWRIUHpjJOtWUWBHfeBlO---; — 

8 441 M0NSAEM (USA) (U) (D| (GocHpteV Sneed bhSuocr 88 — LfrMIBlW 

9 304 IBBQ® 0FUWE (27)BJBew9J(*»«rB7 — — --*** *• « 

10 220551 TMMAlWaKU)(SMgBMO»»g>a«miMOwnon87— ~ JJb*w *22V fit 

11 042 lDBMim<ltoVShel«rtLai»anlBfi RHKtKbmu » 

12 023 BMACU»p2)IM«lHniiaiiartEartipa 5 . w 

13 6816 HHWSWfU) mi Msj temafcn 85_ DSmmcj&22 88 

14 621 R0WU-B0IB0rClfl)(U»IV«mtO*3Wfil«ia5 — I^oMlOB 

is (HB41 BOBB««ascmmo*saouvcoheriinjaa^84 rr J !**gZ “ 

16 asa »«mR^tl7)(P»>rtwPBmK^Jrtfls8<i J IHnyW a SB 

17 222210 PANAMA HWMt(g)ffST|anaTEBMrty 6 Z. ~ LC t?222 E 

18 1005 MmK£T®80OI8M(M<*Hn*<JSilaBRHannan81 SI 

19 056 WR*flMMB(<8Jfi0lbwnodSfUfW«eB 1 ^gprtM da- tg 

20 a 112 aWBBt&moMAlaiimoDmmBl j Vfcato oJ7?6100 

21 563 wnmnw HOE p2)G« ftnn RawBB»80 PFayrg 18 » 

22 6040 UW*»«WM«WCK(B^KMoMfc7J3 


4 -22441 RRDBtRMWCI2)(CDHSWngMdI«3lB 1*119 0 H Me 5 123 

5 -25201 OUROUVa6HN«{<W?a*iBDCnMBDIAi^SmlBi690_ 3Dad*y4J07 

— S (tadwad - - ■ 

BETTW& 8-11 DtoMa Tdnpr, 5-2 Ftothar H&L 5-1 Pacaha Poach, 10-1 Caaon Caa, 33-1 Old 

IBBft Dnctt Itlgp 5 B7 LtMlori own tav (M JMMD 0 ) dnati 6 ] 6 in 
FORM GUDE . . 

KNJBU 1 RM» ha-iMc««b a fraouta's Ctvnoe after rauningto NB best 

» beat Ctesalc CUche In the Goodwood Cup. The three-tangh winner torn Ftotfcar ntftf 
1996 and two tengthadear of Cetorfc lattjera. Doutto tifggar can tffin tale the amg 
out o i Further FSgifa Mdc Panlaa Puacfa, beaten over lengrg ar Oood- 

twood, taa atrco-iuo tt the pouid wWi Oossfc CSche when tttfi at DoouMto. He can ham 
KHb tiiancs ®day. atong «M Canon Cm. wtio «h 11 lef©lB adrift of Double TMaar at 
Goodwood. Rjrttw FUtfit «r tfisnee ft« yaan ago and m be beaun only a itrigti bl itia 
Bioris amadng far a hoae'ol Ns ym Ha ttmdied usefJ sons hi Mina and Gny 

Shot at CHaatar Nterwerta ao Double TrtOffr has got ® be bong on mng o tepal Dia cftal- 
JanOft Selection: DOUBLE TRIGGER 


21 563 SM»ITOII0E(22)(Fa(dftnnRawBB»B0 PFayrgiS 83 

s » \ s 

I Mg* 

An htmoasioia race ® frncy anytWngwfih cortWonce. uwudia mck-soSdtypa sura ® he 7 126032 m»M0WMCE8BA] tq WflyCafe*a WftlJfb W»y386 TQaton 

baiwd^te AfTSnHERAR*. adio was stuck m the middle of the eouoe adiw a nach- 8 1-16 

to Sobhydaadw at Neweaoda 17 daw aa. HBa had won that raca the prewota 9 0-1010 MUS ETTE (42) W Bte*^ Mduo aeg J S caten 3 86 . .. L D i Mid a 

veer wwnTTw FV. NaaMn, otqifng on in shah In diet race from a bad tw. meets After io 21202 0 PB ( (P^ C 3 ud«giQ» MJAigJ H Ctd 3 8 B — 

Th^Rain onjj®beOWW(WB (TO tSoi me appmittoa'a dstnl. He'a mwe B«fr v raMorso 11 1320 BBISPMHSfWffJlodHjOlafcrase »» 

me forni than Panama Houao. who was won beetan « 13tfi. Mouawlan earn the same 12 10340 WBUBMMa(S7?(X«*ftOBH B»386 K0«Mr4 

SwWMwmaWeti as (3d test yaw's winner Al Adnr. Ho footed cooked a fistong out but -Udadwed- _ . . . 

Sup SwiaicachTaaaaacnmo mo. This Bound w* be ToBWWihTai»io2lb bet- KflMMlMD^UAnbr J«a, NolaM®, ftl steam, UwwMoad low. Hbaaafc, 

SSfBany HMs. tirtwr of AftarThoRaia am run The GtowWona |Pm Eadoyl and Opoa Cm*. 120 . na ae niwna, Iftl Mba«a 
i LMtanTnw (Paul FteseV). Sodcawa 1 Roa to pretaned now ttw no's stepped up to a iB9fcM»&anm3BeMHK7-2fflH«ta»nCZ) Tran 

by H^rowin on the staler VWa#Uore.RabMi. POMieUDE 

more an SttpiAirtmMowbnui (second® 1,000 GUnaa® mod QASLE showed har ctesa wtth a chae^» etn inthe Tteo Saiw 

^^ramoBMdhTlioteiaceMBKtMrlBMtifTwsndfcalOadbMw *GooA»«(<7Yj. tttf»aNLnga 1 b(UorW 8 »^ne«^^p^m^ 

SS^'ftam^-Mo^bunt» 8 t»oni)wsians*o 0 .bi«muMtt««®weteW . too hard and Smarted only atati P Decorated Hem. Ww ^ad snotfld ba a « e a crow her 
S'SSm tit ' wo" W* me trot Nnoa a pmmttng dabut n « at Ayr, up ®CTttt»«a(gfir sewn and her tumcJ toot may see off Hb opposte n. Up co wdMoaal 

2JSS AXaMBd Bub ** 0 strange wmer over *» AalongB (aat we. ^.aidNw RM«i Mai no answer » Dame's pace at Goodwo od, mougi MMaot® 

had Wtta choncB of dwaoig her wonh mttio race becawo she was conoptoaly chotyad 
lS«3®o«wrrus best moe.last flmo (stah ® Opera MngontMa w wIMMr forany,p«a. Noame had tooted smart when tonctn^sn^ ow tfw t^ai 7^ 
Mkna'anu^ddwecter. Ho would not be a surpnao winner off onftr SRlftWatft m»Ka and she now meats Dome on 3te boafirtorma. Mbaowliprebabb' found 
SfSKate^«atofnotoonwfm*«eftW»>«7“» J, ?fr« s ‘^ ,,oota * 7 15^*|? too soft behind Cbe So WWlderftJ « Sondom bw Sand cwn ll m^vUri fro mCap e 

)Si«iTStoOTtAre^B at KempBn (70 laa wra, Bdeclaw wo aartwayod sewnd at croaflBtraradter.ABrtyJanafnaywWBomectftoifwgoundjj^dqnherAacrthsnd- 


MAY STAKES (GROUP 3) (CLASS A) £24/100 
atlded 2YO lm (round) Pmatty >Uue £15J68 BP-M 

1 511 IMMRMrtfe|l»«)(20)«fiHniMeRMSUfflen)HOBd90 KWbnB 91 

2 01 ADMMECl3)W»l®GW«eii^»ayKelBaw89 Mfi«bqr« 81 

3 31 AU44BW ftH4) (S3) (Hwalao H Mrtaun) J ftafrp 8 9 BHteaill 

4 1026 B1ADBIA(33) (MB DVWgt) HTr9W3 9 BCodsaoeT 81 

5 1 H«MEBS(7)(Ehwd«IWk9iiQSVMPaaft89 80MM48BB 

6 - 1 6UMOGMmMq0ttaAHSRt»LCurari89 LDattodfiKE 

7.. ' 41 HAMmpSIfttondpNMeHaidPWaWynSB ; — ICanoll 90 

8 QU OfUBracpaj IHoBcMe<Unilad)MTan44r»89 — , 1)1— r l 84 

9 3 VWTU0USp0)(C™*ijPakaudJUS&ai89 MJKtea»2100 

„ £ fWfrfcTf ff w 

BCTTWft 1M MMWt Om, UIM, M flhrak, 54 Artuoos, 8-1 IMqft, 1M Hhdaa, 
12-1 Rratera, 14-1 sUm 

199ft Rsems OfVfiae 8 9 Ptt BBeo 2-1 tv p Obc« earn 01) 11 m 
FORMQUDE 

Horay Oed has made this ace Ns twwi and MDMQH7 UNE. esnn wtth her (boup Three 
penatty, can mate It ten number 12 tor the wanen Place trainer. Ybu need ptony of git 
® SK horn owrtfas seantmgmie and Wdn^it Line has ft m atxndarajudpd on her 
two Goodwood wtos osar amen fbftonfis- Stamina Is her sopng cut so the snp up ® a mla 
B tw^m ter tosour.-Pat Eddery for AiM« Is Wsresangrad tNs dau^rar of Last Tycoon 
breoad home In a poor race « Chepstow altar her pramUrg fttestona dabut sit da»a 
aadtor. QtanaiB'a neck debut w® at NewmeiM was dented when the second. Pomcutar 
Frtand, wws wd beaten In the Sweet Solera on die same couisa. That was stei a game «in 
and aha wl» appreciate mdays tonewWp. as wBA— rfr, who is out of ffit i N e sa al e wwnar 
HwwaMIx AlhBiir. dime lenffha behind Gtoosto at Newmadw, Ms alnca beaten a poor lot 
wbhhtfheadtoherche«atRBdcer.Raaftosecanan^dobetrarafteradebutw4natSal- 
Isbuty (70 a week s0>, but there must be a doitot teout HaPq Bt haisrg Impnaad enouRi 

u lewaa Goodwood fonn «4di kkdnight Une. VMmus comae from a Itoe BtajHnKfrndy 

and has Mick Wnane aboard rtter her Ngsy pnmistog debut thW w AtfraakK at New^ 
mwtet (70- Whether she teows enoiogi ® wm tha lemssts ® ba seen but ahfr stB toota 
ter betterthan York nwsavwIrnerOpaBdstle. Salactte MIDNIGHT urc 

fX^u^lCyOTOSCO»TRE STOKES (Usted> (CLASS A) £DD00 added 
1™”J 7f Penalty Vatoe £11^62 

1 84010 i4U8WMIK(19| WdtelHlodadJD®lop4B10 PetEdtoyB 

2 2-6330 H55RMaA(27)(C)(lLCPMR<6tee«4610 MHil 

3 P 5Q8?5 SMIY3MDE(12HRUQeedCQMr581D ■ ... RHwediT 

4 0CB23O tMCQMXnDNALUNE(U|9AsH0cniV)MJehMn4830 IWaanrll 

5 2-3018 DAZUE (27) (D) (Bf) (OraefcyftrtSajfl M S»*389 IRtU9 

6 310-2 AU.ttBWPteW0*BK(teatoeSrMI>WMtt386 StMHdS 

7 126032 fUaB0»MCE(USAltl%W6yC M rtBW te JftndW T<*B®12 

8 1-lfi BRA8AH(14OT0teniViAIIMaoumlRAn«long38B RMbU 

9 0-1010 MKHre(«2|m(SheWMchaB*ne(OJ0ciden386 Lltedotia 

10 212-02 0retCHBW(X7)Bud«i0dtHte»BaHC8el38B KMset 

11 1320 «B19>WW(ni(EiU>derlOl0br388 RCadsmS 

12 10-340 waiWWtH){6n(K«dufc)B*s38B K0atftr4 


- - — __ MMMmf me kmar mp anon »v_' — 7 . — 

IWJ. 

rss 


Newbury, and looks eesey baoerthan ft Mte adaft 


SelactkaE DAZZLE 


DONCASTER FRS PRESS LADIES DAy HANDICAP (CLASS 

•^1 C) ZTJSOO added 7f Penalty Value £8464 

£0135 BHAI»«(a)|m94pf^*Bl%n®d>(»tei9HPil®6913 RCodraaeffl 

93600 teuaan50SETOin(fWM®eyM«l(^flWewsy4912 —-*" **■» 

W1B MBB UWM COTCPRiotnaPMneBgB Jt»wrtW14 

2-0400 BMSliltel«(19|»s«yCm»HCanbr699 — 

41-413 ALMU»UBI(UBI0Wy>MgftnPainBrtlWJWftyB39a J MW4 


SSSmhstBB m R Jrt-t JWn/jJ 0 — 5 41-413 

SS S^w^O])mpRCMaBMrtMoJftn»#te490 8 032433 W«W(nflCCVM 00*4*1498 

HjHW **”j!y^ i,SSml)tawMiBlMBMrtJ0unlnpB90^ RA2118 7 ^5150 «M0»Bl(USA)(23) W(MPB^35tflSeOBinBlJHWEaaerty598-JI*«7 

SemSlSuMi PDPE Sv«M POsW*e+5*n38B_: 9 e0Ma »«AlHOVBt|»t9 P) OteD BUAQl UteMBfrete 7 9 7 

20 2PB143 9IW30BCa)W(PIOt6a*»P^te*nesS9B. ££55« 

.Jl-4ti m i am mi a B a K Fafrce 7 ol^ .. KM)! imrnmi nn /m«i U ii&»> A 8 — MW® 33 


S SS 

the Susan Sows wCMW i 9R« Han won pier ttis 

Dancycasper Hewftoley HMte Cnartotte Cndw M Epsom in eav 

S®aan IWW Mmi cf M m«wa »» SStoiwHCOMMAND 
Juno and ts uraacad «not . 


8 . 326400 *MWMIICW7CI3«5teC«PI«NE«m3 MJNMhU 

9 00980 l«AlHOVW{S(OP)0teDBll^Urt«Bfl^797 -168*118 

30 WJ6M3 OIW3t«WTO®lOl6e«.Dt*idn*Ms596 A t ®cte» g 

U 252024 1Hltl*iaO}(J0hnB«rtMWa(B59B 11 "P! 1 *” 

12 40806 BUK»aW(UM)WICITte*»l«Jft|tete»396 — i9* f? 

13 toms KHMMQ{C7)n(HBn®nNIUaMn|W8|ten393 — OOttMns 

14 200M AUWBETtlMinwdtel^SbrtMSBW^^-- IRddlS 

S -10151 RAAHA (29 ® &tomd«n AMdiOtfri) R 3 9 2 

16 -0501 CIBBmaw0lflflfCI5)W(WJ8«l«IBHte391 ---HJtett 

17 50810 B6tLSt»B%miNraPWH««PHBM490 CloeewrHS 

Ifl 504111 SAH0gnm9teMACbjW?AW» 4 8l3 — ; ,Dtteya 

39 .10450 fflttM (19) phefcNmsd YtasJ Al SeOahJ K Marti 3812 

20 540100 BCHMlW6WWPH(^C(^ 38l2^ :r , 

21 546106 wiflffl(33)(»WiBRspngud)llis)ltew*n 5813 — — I f art®* 20 

22 o^O SUMlliCH«(H»)0«dSteenej|RHD»5l!ead4811 LpadedB 

- 22 dedatod — 

KimftWSaS Or l(U«H«teta.AteWte.ftMae4teWftl2’10B^lto^i4rHfce OT , 

aBEQ^481FliW*(3>JS.2BfD^dBwmiflaB 

MR TEBBL randded on when beallng Cononche Companion In ta stye at Chfiaterdm 
SSS-^STgene wStefrto eWudong 

«ftjS'ame ona d*y al tarn * boBL Sato Is a sand eact>«ir net In Hs prawn lifr 
He quldenfld up weB ® bo« For Ybur f&s Oifry In a B»d to oanNsldp 

SwS^a^tiTOs^^iwifron^ac^wttelow^nWrffliTJ^wisewrai 

' U UhBli a 3 » fx& ** » l»° * •••■ **«“ V ffbarttehnotofir® Nem 

nwte tpoS enaqpL Burbuy Cup O bI 

S^»Vte^tiw-HfBeqN^hBs®preteteSB|ffid««P.bunMs^ 

hS^^oan^tw^ondwbSStfadactoUwJntonAfcflrtTheBwatlinigs^W- 

iwi»tBwnipenahabi<ie8teatunaewlnn®andcoudBiTtwatodiehandiMK«4n^telgL^ 


SSSSBSSi 




her hmgs biD owing with a sec- 
ond wind, took it tip over two 
furlongs out and from that 


in West Sussex, indulging in a. point therewas to be no denial, 
sport he first entered as an own- The winning jockey was 
er-Wind And^ Withering carried Michael Roberts wbo, from the 
thefapthecT Mack and yeDowfiv- zenith (rf 1992 when he nxie 206 
eiy to victory in the 1991 De- winneis to be champion jockey, 
whmst Stakes and were second has been in fieefefltofibe 33 suc- 


cesses of the last campaign. 
Now, at last, the parachute has 
opened, with the South African 
having compiled notable re- 
cemvaaories on Double Trigger 
in the Goodwood Cup and 
Maylane in Friday’s September 
Stakes. “Leger now” was his ab- 
breviated thought as he swung 
out of the saddle yesterday. 
Book At Bedtime will run ou 
Saturday as long as sbe shows 
no advene reaction and is as low 
as 25-1 (from 66-1) to win again. 

Boflin Joanne, who created 
a new course record in a sear- 
ing Scarbrough Stakes, w2J run 
next at either Newfauy next 
week or in the Diadem Stakes 
at Ascot’s Festival of British 


The Tbto baton tt® 3J0 at Doacaab- 

en 8-11 Double Thggy. 5-2 Further 
Ffitfs; 5-1 ftraanAneh. 10-1 Canon On, 
33 -IOURdumI 

WBBani HB bat on the 4*40 at Don- 
cstan 7-1 Safa, 30-1 Al Mutfm, Al- 
phabet, Cyberttchnotoft Raaha, 12-1 
EWand, Khateaq, 14-1 Mrlfe&i, Suahach, 
VoBay, 16-1 Nomcaa Mr Nk^y, Q Fao- 
toc tertkifn, 16-1 Abnuhimtn, 20-1 Mr 
Bageiac, 22-1 Final Stab, 25-1 Btane W9- 
ter, MUfrttNec Mustek House, 33-1 Rch 
in Lone, Top Banana, ZuftJdl. 

Ladwokas bat on the 4A0 at Doo- 
castar 8-1 Safio, S-lMrfeigfi, 10-1 Ai 
MuaDbn, Alphabet, KtateQ, 12-1 Bftwid, 
Nomcre Mr Ntoejjjy, 14-1 AJmurtmm, Cy- 
bertochnou®', Raaha. 16-1 Mr Bergerac, 
Q Fa ctor.TerUim, Volley, 18-1 Blane Wa- 
ter, 20-1 Final Stab, 25-1 Swhacti, 33- 
1 Muatner, Mustek House, (5ch (n tow, 
ZugJd, 40-1 Tap Banana. 


Roberts: Bedtime partner 

Raring Her race was over even 
quicker for Tfeny Lucas after 

RlRggtn gindi<^n?a* p\it hi j j j y^ri 

down in the stalls as if con- 
ducting a personal going in- 
spection. The Australian jockey 
shot over the gelding’s bead in 
the direction of his homeland. 

Bollin Joanne’s success en- 
abled her rider, Kierea Fallon, 
to edge a further winner ahead 
of Frankie Dettori in the jock- 
eys’ championship, a dual that 
vwD indeed run until the days are 
short and wet - 

ST LEBER (Doncaster. Sabintoy): Cwafc 5-2 
SBuar Patriarch. 3-1 Stnawsy. 10030 Vbr- 
wal Speed. B-lBasuak. 12-1 Panama City 
& Windsor Castle, lA-lThn Hy; larfcm l raa: 
5-2 SBnww, 11-4 Sfcer Patriarch, 3-1 Ver- 
tical fttaad. 8-1 Bese«. 12-1 WtoOsorC»- 
tte MIMtam HO: 5-2Siw Patriarch, U-4 
VMcM Spool. 100-30 Stowaway. 9-1 Be- 
•toga. 12-1 Panama Oty AWMsor Castle, 
lfi-llhe Fty. 


GREG WOOD 


Double Trigger has been called 
plenty ofthiogs over ibelasi few 
seasons, including brilliant, 
brave and, for a month or two 
earlier this year, past it But 
what be has never oeen called, 
officially at least, is the cham- 
pion stayer, an unforgivable 
oversight which, even at this late 
stage of his career, he may yet 
be preparing to put right 
The Gold Cup at Ascot the 
Goodwood Cup and the Don- 
caster Cup, a race he will at- 
tempt to win for the third 
successive year, figure promi- 
nently on Double Trigger’s 
record yet somehow or other. 
Mark Johnston’s unmistakable 
chestnut cann ot seem to finish 
a season as the top-rated stay- 
er in training. Until his last race 
at Goodwood what’s more, it 
appeared that be never would 
Even Jason Weaver, his part- 
ner in several moving victories, 
abandoned Double Trigger be- 
fore the Goodwood Cup. ap- 
parently convinced that his 


form had dedined beyond re- 
call, and it was Michael Roberts 
wbo brought him home in the 
rlnceic Trigger Style, setting a 
fierce pace which none of bis ri- 
vals could survive. Roberts 
keeps the ride today, and it is 
safe to assume that there will be 
no major change to the tactics- 
Thc shame for those wbo 
would liVe to see Double Trig- 
gers cha m pi on is die lack of any 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Albarfr 
(Doncaster 340) 

NB: Captain Collins 
(Doncaster 2 J 35 ) 

serious opposition to him today, 

with Ceferic, the Gold Cup 
winner, a particularly notable 
absentee. Further Flight, pre- 
dictably, will have some sup- 
porters after winning for the first 
time this season at Chester last 
month, but if the favourite can 
reproduce his Goodwood form, 
he will surety go dear with at 
least a couple of furlongs to run. 
Even a 10-length success for 


HYPERION 

2L15 Alarmist 2.45 Cugfcna 3^0 Khalas 3J50 Mr 
Speaker 4J20 Khattaff 4S0 Saltando £L20 Hgh 
Domain 

GO IN Si Good. 

STALLS: B a alj i u — g *- rtf * a side; round roiua - tadde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High mjgljjr bM up u> lm. 

■ Left-hand, undniffling conrae vrtlh a one mile stralgla. 

■ Gouar fc on A4 06. Owpatov station (CsTTfiff- Otoamar Bnc) 
lm. ADMlSfflOM Ckdi 514; Tteicraalls S10 (OAFS SB). CAR 
PARR: Free. 

■ UADD4G TRAINERS; RHmmoa 16 wtamsfiora 133 nnv 
Mrs ()2J%), M Stool* 9-U7 (33^44>, P Orapplp-Uyjun EMI 
[22%), L Cmwd 8-14 (67.1%). 

■ LEADING SOCKETS: 8 Drowse 94M (9.6%), W Ryan 6-12 
(14-3%), Paul Eddery 4-88 (17.4%), D HoOud 4-35 < I i.4%L 

■ FAVOURITES: 123 wins bom 366 races (33.7%). 
BUNKERED Pnsr TOO: 9raaBUu4rJA0);DawmUb (^50); 
Rock FUcsb (4.60); Akratet (vfetored, 2.15). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAIS: Surara So<« (3A0) won at 
Leicester an Tuesday. 

L0NG4X8TANC8 RUNNERS: WitfkiM (3L20) h« been Kt* 221 
aOra t^FMantev boat Wet Wfekto, Niwb VodaUir; Capote (tent 
(BJO) A LUk Ob Hi* 9MeC (6-20) sea 210 mBcs by D NldtoQs 
bora Srsnj, Nonfa ToritaMre. 

f'o 4 e I PASTURE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4^00 

l^±rJ added lm2f 36yds 

1 03052- fflI2Wf(48BHB8fJR8BB*naT9912_HBaraBB«{«7 

2 i«gP R00RMMCm(CDM)WMjr69UJtoM<rM12 

3 40000 IBNBS ASSaCtef (12) (D) F Hark 5 9 6 MRtemrlB 

4 314010 SEKm£SMIMG (19) (D BF) IAxAPerEfl395 

: iMpsnu 

5 238154 KrHOHME(aO)iaudnc994 RteBoDayarlS 

6 303101 AmcWPMS(0)(CD)DHrateJones592_SDnM2 

7 3S33V1 CWtfifM<25)(Cn?flRM*nar391 MM bb9 

8 2-6540 HUBBIE SteOS (FH) (48) S UtaB 5 9 1 S»Ry»S 

B 33000 AUMBTM ROafAon39D DHoteadS V 

10 230114 R8aM.RB>naum(mnGLme38U— PaulUteyl 

11 00-124 lesSFOfUUHA (36} £)) 9rMP«seai 38 9_5 Sanders 14 

12 -43016 teONOMa(rphP}(BRjKrg589 RMlffllll 

13 -30000 DMCKKDCL2] (D)MChenai5B8 C Carter 8 V 

14 00156- NMMMM (1382)13) tafK5 8 2 SMmIII 

15 269540 ttHnSHOf PMSD®f48t P Doe (7) B 

15 320008 SBtDMiaG(lJ)JB!Qp481 ««*»« 

-ISdactend- 

■OTMQ: UAIftraM, EW tarana. 84 MbMm, SeMte Safe« 
IliMi Mptera it MhMWi— . 10 1 Ny Ikiaapi. Bnraiial, Ulufrra 


lo ZE 1 LESTER PfGGOTT STOKES (CLASS C) 
[±^£ 7^25 added 3 YO tales Im 2 f 36 yds 

1 6441 BMGMBBB(I2)mHCBCiB13 WRyra5 

2 123 ZNJUK (12) W SBUe 8 13 DHotaxJB 

3 00-211 CU6MA (12) fCO)G Baking BIO SDmaM2 

4 1210- muoaE(333)jOn«q>810 M»tay4 

5 1-2200 WBBIA (41) D Ltt fer 8 ID B Carter 1 

BETmft 74 ZMbka, U Mmb, 7-2 She Grateat, 4-1 Cn^a, IM 


Io Oftl wr EDDERY MADEN STOKES (CLASS D) 
(DIV o £*fi 50 added 2 V 0 7 T 

1 2 AMflBICWpi? 610*90 PWEdrtayia 

2 MBMftSDWAJmeflO- SDrarael 

3 0 BUE MOM £6) I Baking 9 0 HrtiDrcar6 

4 CASMDMNGPChsffte-HyemaO RHnte(3)10 

5 0 CMRUSH CKMM pBJRtftnnon 90 DnOMS 

6 365 MBDBS(2aiBF)VM*90 WRpa2 

7 6 GEMUS(22)PCQte90 CMS* 4 

8 oo arotjAacrpa-ioatepOO wjortenora 

9 0 OMWIDO^OWCrpiJ MFBt»SOrv€txSey90 

DIUtaedM 

ID Q2 RHUS (17) B )Mi 9 0 £CMar7 

U UQAN9rMPieseaK90 SS®dml2 

12 MUDWWUE0i**to90 MRte-mli 

13 5460 WHIMS n F Mfpfjr 9 0 IRMdagS 

14 00 LAW FSKU^SUatorBS IMni' 

-lAtkctete- 

BMMft W.Mr Attacte, 7-4 KMm, 44. Crate Ag. lfi-lOrafch Chrae, 
D» Bora, Grabat, Mntetag, 1M a8m% 

1 3 ^ 3 Q ] MEAPOW HANTOCAP (CLASS F) £ 3^00 

1 -20002 MRSPE4KBtp9{QCVM4100 SSnknU 

2 04865 DUUMEIMRCRp3ftKkay410O Jfartki Dryer 17 

3 023404 CNUOU0 (CQ Ms N (Uteld 4 10 0 AteeeCoo*:R3 

4 334231 SAMARA SONQ (2) 89 1 VAra 4 9 13 (6a0— P ikbarte f5) 1 

5 001D23 Hn0nfE(7)|D)RBasaran 4 9 12 WRymB 


HYPERION 

2.25 Thefiekisofathenry 235 Society Magic 
330 Filial Pride 4 j 00 Sam Roefastt 430 Grand 
Applause 5 J >0 Castle Secret 

GOING: Good (Good ® Soft in plus). 

■ Lefirtand, dwp, course with ebon run-in. 

■ Course Is north of town an A38Q. Newton Abbot Hsiion lm. 
ADMISSION: TePfpaHe £10; Coarse £5. Acearapsnled under- 
IBs bee. CAR PARK: Free poking avsIhUc. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe- 96 winners bora 388 ran- 
nera (28.1%). P Bobba 47-165 (300%), R Pro* 2021 7 (9.2%). 
R Hodges 14-137(10^%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy - 62-161 (ISL3%), N 
WBUtran 1448(26.4%), A Magaln 1460 (2l^%), BPow 
eU 13-177 (7,3%). 

B FAVOURITES: 285 wtas bwn 66! races (43.1%). 
aZJNXERBl FIRST HM&tfrec. 

WINNERS IN TOE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Pats Jflostrel (SJB) tes been MS 
Mte»lglO®^teg) jgMte i Rgft 

roocl CALDERS CREAM ALE NOVICE CHASE 
[£=!LJ (CLASS D £4075 added 2 m 5 f UOyds 

1 003-12 GBeMLM)UaW(ri)pB^UI%e7l012JIPMeCqr 

2 14-23F n*0CH6U£(19)UtMBare91O12Jl < naraM(aB 

3 213*1/ UmWflteM (537) R Flossie 12 Itast 

4 24332- UNE MHM P22] DGsaddb 7 10 12 GUptea 

5 C31-2 SM1HA0(MK(!9) J0SVB71O12-MdMHfeBraap) 
B 0TO3 lu8d)5On(BBKf(2SABsna71032 JR0MefM(7) 

7 flH-P TJtffTBgffMAfaaiSflrSeaSf 71012 — flJrfra® 

8 OOF46 TRW BOTf (R B Uetespi 7 ID 12 MrSBtactoMi 

-Sdedarad- 

, BEnVAB4ftHteNMadUar,4-lSMMB0OBte54UDKi8M^6- 
lUto%w91 Uyto4A i e' «,m7te 6 sl lhrfMtlS S>,lBJ.TteKTe>- 
I ay MsraeJ, 251 Troy Boy 

lyggl WCHS STONEHOUSE CIDER NOVICE 
[~£J HURDLE (CLASS E> £ 2,925 added 2 m If 

1 1 SBUB(4fflPHW*f4113 NWMara 

2 «f- CLC«EVEHKiy(m5U9e(ip*l710l2. fiUpkn 

3 OOOP4P HEAOgHMKni (fl 0Carta610I2— l*raVltohert»(7)B 

4 53/ UMBMnCF9B9J<U61012 fi Ubh«b 

5 (DRg6 SOU) (F40) ATimal 7 10 12 lltevqf 

6 UA2MMMZ09<)RR*b41D1O BKhM 

7 teto«jfl(F74)T Geoff 41010 RJriraa 

8 MHBBRHCaHB(Fmw6M1imr4i0i0JFbser(7) 

9 U 202 sacErranc{iHCMam4i0i0 iitearcCS) 

30 34 BSUNNECnB(iqRBnmn4l05 JQsbooe 

11 WfCTH«WO>D«W{raKBol*4105_Jl)*»leCoy 

12 VSLB)EMfiCatO3iS)RRDa4l05 — IRAlUtente 

-lltaM- 

BEnWftMSoctefr Iteda, 3-lSteteb, 4^ irate GoH.sa.Iaadaate, 
10-1 bM MeOK, 2frl Hra*K tkMt, 2S4 CBaa Be* latest Mm 
Mradim Ntecorae, Hnra ten too Kao*, 3M. Mai 


6 140250 SPmNCUSSK(22)<m)MHal0ftaft8911ACraft20 

7 06044 MUUJM (23) IGCucrrMS 11 PHaMndU 

8 112134 amUHBLLAD(23)tC&)jMaaaer6910.._6MadS 

9 06606 MACGanCUDOrfRQ t*s N Dirtee 8 9 10 — CRnlterB 

10 2-36> NXBVESSfflHM (47) POi»t«eHan39 10-8Hs*if3) IS 

11 002050 SCATHEBURV (9) n K Bute 1 99 IFG*a2 

12 150002 mBttTT(7)(0 MlWierr 99 RtafrMlO 

13 052304 ««NBUWD(22)WMfrraxune397 A Carth 12 B 

14 64100 QUB9t OF aiMW O N SO W A Carol 9 9L-— — 

15 000020 MMADOEnM Oarirrail 9 5 jOCMtarU 

16 023131 Wma*C«B8HIS|42)K35>iWIWef5Cr^iaSey395- 

F Maloa 14 

17 100534 PPbbafbyffllS 

18 06010 MSI£1MM(GQ(D) Atmconoe795. J) OEMs (3) 7 

19 0V- SVEnES9(M6)JSpeamg395 DmOTM4 

20 62F052 DWfiUJBOA) Dte*drtJ®es794 SDrmmSB 

-20 dadarad- 

BETTME: GUftkoma Hai0its, 8-1 Mr Spatear, Uyfrotye, 10-1 CasO- 
la, Swan SosK Speedy Gtearic; ZararatL Kabdarta, iftl elhafs 

[TOi\\ IW EDDERV MADEN STOKES (CLASS D) 
_1=IL| (DIV B) £4^050 added 2V0 7T 

1 60 CHEFCASmmGBaUng90 5 Drama 9 

2 DESERT VMfNIME LG ClXRi90 « Fenton 3 

3 0 GOO0WOOD CAVWJffi [97] J CUrtoc90— .WJ ffCornor 2 

4 0 XLUHACX (19) J OShea 9 0 Daaa01M7 

5 005 MMITRfF(39| WRHan90 0HeM12 

6 NOBEASTEW P CQIe 9 0 CHaBarB 

7 OO OCEAN 1ME (41) A Java 90 AMeOoaelS 

8 RHBNHU.PHWS90 ACtek4 

9 0 SHWrsqMML(4Ql0tIHtftr«»T9O MRyasU 

10 SONOFGOODIMBPMrpvBO ESatemlD 

11 6 0ElMSSnuiE(19) MBangoilSQ — PPltepfry(3)6 

12 25 ILMBLEWSS) KERO (29] B Ueetan 9 0 EMMS 

13 0 CAflAS4NTA(19) ANaaeoate89 FNortoal 

14 00 IHUNDERMG MPOOSE (33) A lanes 8 9 — J Rate (7) 14 

-MdacMrad- 

BEnMfc 02 NararaliBi. 7-2 Dil blrwiud tern, Sltoalllfl, 101 Good- 
aood CaWra, 9 bm Sgaft 1M Mete M,Tbe Ite^bate, 14-1 ottera 

\A Eff] COPSE SELLING STOKES (CLASS 6) 
lZ±!rJ £2^75 added lm 

1 ISffl HOCK FAIOON (71) Lacy Hanes 4 9 8 — -MIMboKlBB 

2 325315 lHEEffianSR(19) {□) R 0*5*00 7 9 8 — — W Ryan 6 

3 0 BB8CUB(77(39)JU£n«nl®593 mMghan>4 

4 500600 DMCaBlAHVBt(lQ(D)KBuw693_Dm01«cai5 

5 DEARX3HN MssASWel 49 3 ACMI 

6 -40630 MOttSMARTirpflJp) UrsLSaibs793JJ HctaadllV 

7 23 PEEASUS B« (17) (8F)liai A Brt»iiB693.G Carter 19 

8 123300 ROCK BLAND (39) (DJJ Beny3 93 — Pnobarts(5)2 

9 363264 RUMCSyn0L{XS)MBtan>)aRl693 C Rotter 17 

10 000005 SAUWDORmRsM«M893 P OoomlMtl 8 V 

11 ACCOWMOOATE YOU J M BaJEy 46 12 SDraw20 

12 0 BABA SADHU (79 PUBNn 3812 SSmtasU , 

13 0QT aQACUy(715)UUeafe4812 Rftfdnd (7) 14 I 

14 264066 UNDSA(19imS0as4812 JF Eg® 10 . 

15 640630 NO&ftOB{lfi) (0) R Hoqjb 7 8 12 P PUia^iy(3) 1 


16 4006 POWWOW (110) P EcOe$3812 EFW«ner(5)18 

17 SB BHNHrreiMnM(13)HCBni)y387 AMcOoneS 

16 060 FHWnRDIItSS(40)CBawad38 7 TMW7 

IB 12050 GROVBTURDMCSt (313) FVikIejSS 7 NAdnaS 

20 0 JEWB.FICHIER p8) C9men3B7 HFaoW12 

-20riadead- 

BETI1IB: 01 Racfc Wad Uaa, hg® Bay, T-Llha Bwator. Mteam. 

01 Dock Fafcoo. Noapob, 101 Baba SadfeD, Bdprt Foortato, 12-1 ottms 

icon! SPWNEY HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
added 5f 

1 305602 SWGSffiET(7)(D)MSanla3 410a _-H 

2 041201 MYSTICAL (15) JR SURE 3 9 13 TWMibuSV 

3 00336 IK ON DC STREET (14) D NddS 3 9 11 _S Stedeis 14 

4 066000 M9MDOMAM(7)mJSp®rt<6910,-MEd®el6B 

5 120000 RUKSM1IEflMUr{13)<D)GMcCa*l599 

R5tedtetee(7)19V 

8 550042 CAPMM/ CARAT £9) ID) D Ncnot 6 9 7 fAartag7B 

7 060101 DBteBMBS-PpT) (0) Aia«s497 SDnamlB 

6 1^300 Un UaUNg R0CTgP4XP)WMa394JaoagNeBlB 

9 506200 POIXTBI(3) WNDUfe*1594 CRrtlari 

ID 05-503 BCMB»Ell^AFo*r393 OHotateBB 

11 3-2560 DSm>unrC13)JAIdua393 MMMI20 

12 200644 BUIE LAMP (26) MJana39 1 P Retorts (MIS 

13 006360 SYDCXMLLtMNCSMQBMeei»i391XIHaaBeB(7)38 

14 430300 MLT0WM(3«p))PMupny3812 MFsent 

15 006640 R09EI1JON(S7)(C0) 0Aiti4nna(6812 WR}ra8V 

15 -56630 YMH0RDSH B07 (37) (OMR Etosley 7 8 12 — 

Atoas Oook (B) 12 

17 21-150 HHBlfiOLFUACRmp))TJNadlon38l2J(CtokU 

IB 000(00 CHAKRA (3Q BBS Itos 3 8 11 IFEgralB 

19 OOOOUO CBCSALSBI PETER (14) SB NCafc^wi 589 

Arnanrta Sanrtwra (5) 2 B 

20 321640 niWG HAROLD {22RQ M Darron 4 8 9-P P Marta <3) 17 

-20dadtoed- 

BETHNft 01 Cratdn Cant, 13-2 DsH&e MasP, ftl Mystical. Rnas to 
Iba Mi 101 SoogAaet, 1M Polotar, Ytataat Boy, 1*-X oMara 


[o onl PURE Geaus HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
°" w l D) £5400 added 2 m 5 f llOyris 

1 12-112 HNM.F%DCpl)(BnPBoi0illl2O RJatoMO 

2 11X0 PERSUNTACnCS(453)TNeedBn8120 CDMraey 

3 RJ505- THE REVERBO BERT (145» GBetoOgP 11 13 BFsntoo 

4 6361-4 PATSI0KSTRS.a4) (t4RCnerOonl2U8 AMsOfre 

5 25P21- CARDINAL RULE CU1J97) Ms* VVttam 8 111-— 

6 212112 BtefTOCB) V) J OWeaB 10 12 — Mdaei Bmno (3) 

7 U321-F HR FtAfflfiL 140) (O R Fms 7 1011 Iftart 

6 2-S415 BStAMrMai0Ry(13)(CO)PIUte810n_BP0>ettB 

-•dactosd- 

eEnBtt01BWKL01MPMB,96CarttoMia.7-lDUWMea»- 
ij.nur mr.-riTi 1 

\A nnl COC^COLASEUMG HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£ 2^75 added 2 m If 

1 2-113 CHM»UIECE(lS|)JOS«41ia-liClmiftBara(3) 

2 10021 8AM80C«n(F17)tCO)Gar»We-W4J18-_A»baW 

3 05fl» COOOS(F43Q)nRtearB10l2 VStoWyB 

4 50150 LAiBA 1YE (106) (D) B (te Haan 7 ID 13 lOrtxsoe 

5 316- FOOLS KKK (480) T Neatom 6 ID 10 Btteny 

6 640M P0C0H0 KMBHT (2S) C Jena 7 10 10 O Upton 

7 THOMAS CROWN K45) MR Badey 5 1010 -Jlraranto 

8 RAasnfT 7 (F33) K Bute 4 108 up McCoy 

9 OOPO0 ■teSl0BHr(WLClBMRRrai6105 toAHoUaMDtb 

10 64 NARBBOO(17)MSte|«Md4103 R Panel 

11 36 WSDRUlMOM)(7}8MoOout4 103 WMaratoa 

-lldsetnd- 

BETTMft 01 Sara BocteO. 7-2 Ckaedata In. 7-1 lira Dnaraaoad, fra 
lava lye, nafi Baa, M-l Pas* KaW, 14-1 «4to» 

fT^ 5 nT COURVDiSraCOlOmONALS HANDICAP 
^^ 3U I CHASE (CLASS F) £3^75 2m 110yds , 

1 11236 UIBSXBIIBS6ll£ d8)MBMBara8120— RUnratao 

2 2-13U5 SffiMA F8JN (155(D) joshes 8 11 4- — H to dteara . 

3 1309 BOAN SUN (17) P)R Ho^sSUO TDascMto 

4 113132- FGnHCB (152) R Hcdga 10 10 13 Ittotop) 

5 66043 PAI90TMCKS(SS) (D)PKaMs7 109. DJRho^ 

B PlP-32 GRAM) APRAUGE B) (b M S*nan 7 U8-S Han H 

7 26434- DDMN7Ba>lE(131)KBteiop6100 BSappS 

8 4*310 PIAS-IBDY (142) P Hdl 11 ID 0 H ftWBh. pt) 

-Bde elara a- 

MtownnolffiC 10K. Rl* TflHgte 9a 6ft «as4fcntV99t«a 

BETTWe 94 Farafck, 7-8 tad Apytea^ 01 S^a Itea, 6-llradNwr 
tdadb, MPtoOTJacto, tadtoiTestoto, M-lktfaa Rai 101PSa*4%ady 

[CftA] W»C BDKfUmCAP HUHDt£ (CLASS D) 
Ir^ll £ 3^50 added 3 m 3 f 

1 ®21 CASTLE SGCIE7 (3^ 0 ftschd 11 12 0 DJBdrttog 

2 4151ff EVBt SMB£ (ffl) (648) M Ppe 10 11 13 APMeCay 

3 -13132 DB9M& BR0GE (U) Its 5 Mreon 7 11 0 RJuton 

4 33-501 SnBriSVELm(eO)jR(b|ra9lOOL-JftSBaacii{71 

5 0PPPO TOWS WW (1)0 Cato 8 100 Jfc>Pfindy(7) 

-Sdednd- 

' iftibun neve 10X. Tne ae«>c DM (Mf ftr 13ft tbmS Fta 7Sc 76. 
BETmC: 6-4 DanfegMtff, 2-1 Era Srato. 04 Cart)* Scoot, 101 Spfr- 

■ Leraf, GS-lRrar* Ika-T 


Doable Trigger ( 3 . 10 ) might 

do UttJe tn impress the hard- 
nosed iniernational handicap- 
pen;, bin it should al least be fun 
to watch. 

Another hat-trick may be 
completed half an hour later, as 
Henry Cecil attempts to extend 
his fine record in the May Hfll 
Stakes. Cecfi has won this event 
10 times, including the last two 
runnings with Solar Crystal and 
this year's Oaks winner. Reams 
Of Verse, while his nurncr to- 
day. Midnight Line, is a daugh- 
ter of his 1991 May Hill winner. 
Midnight Air. 

In the face of such com- 
pelling omens, punters have 
just one sensible option - to op- 
pose Midnight Lute, since her 
price will be unnaturally short. 
A short-head success at Good- 
wood last lime might also have 
left its mark, and Hadayik (next 
best 3.40) is a fair alternative. 
She was two and a half lengths 
behind Midnight Line when 
making her debut, also at 
Goodwood, in July, but may 
have improved enough for the 
experience to frustrate Cecil's 
ninner today. 

Like Midn ight Line, DECO- 
RATED HERO (nap 235) must 
give weight to the rest of the 
field, huf he should prove good 
enough to do so. The fillies’ 
nursery is daunting, although 
Royal Bounty (2.05) will cer- 
tainly appreciate the step up in 
trip.' 


DONCASTER 

130: L TEAPOT ROW |M Atoms) 7-2; 
2. GuBaadO-l: 3. Mabboeb 7-4 fav. 8 ran. 
r*. nfc. U Toner. teMnrten Tote: £3.30; 
£L TO. £3.90. Dual Forecasl: £1150. Com- 
puter Strain Forecast: £29.08. 

2.05: L BRM4STON BERRY (A MadOyJ 
25-1; 2. Ascot Cjfdooa 01: 3. ZU l&l: 
4. OccM Vertl 201. 18 ran. 7-2 la* Quean 
Sab®, hd. «1 U L Eyre. ThuslO. Toto: £2170; 
£5.10. £2.40, £3.90, £4.90. DF: £132.00. 
CSF: £31333. Incase £3,41 L-J 7. Too: 
£1.054.60. Non Runner Caramtxx 
Z3S: 1. BOLLIN JOANNE (K Fallen) 52 
t*c Z Ahnrty 8-1; Z Canto Lake 6-1. 

10 ran. 17«- (to. n Eaetetey. AAaRon). Tot® 
£3.70. £L60, £2.80, £2.00. OF: £12.10. 
CSF: £22^7. Tno: £4&7a NFL Tipsy Creel 

3J0: Z BOOK AT BEDTIME (M Robert!) 
U-l: Z The Faraway Tree 7-1; Z Pnca 
13-2. 7 ran. 6-4 far Crown of Ufjfl (6ml. nk. 
•V (C Cyzer. Horsham). Tata: £12.90; 
£320. £320 DF: £34.80. CSF: £78.37. 

Z40:Z DASHMB BLUE (K Datoy) 101; 
Z Sharp Hat 14-1; Z My Boat Vatoattoa 
13-2 lav; ft BoM EKbrt33-L 22 ran. 'A. hd. 
6 Bektng. Hn&cterei. Tote £14^0; £4j». 
£30a £2.10. £520. DF: £162.90. CSF: 
£12729. Tricast £924.94. Tno: £28020. 

420:2. SMJSAUTD BAY (RCDCftanB) 51 
jt far; Z Georgia Ventura 201: Z Shalt 
of LVit 11 Z ft Plantar N|0* 33-1. 17 
ian.51jcfwVaagatore.hcL4. (I Baking. 
Kmgxienjl. Tote: £6.70; £1.90 £5.10 
£1.60. £12.20. DF: £93.70 CSF: £101.44. 
incast £53707. Trta £26060 fft Top Cees. 

440: Z MnHAU (R W*) 01; Z Sufeya 
10030 Z Rwfcnante 11-4 lav. 22 ran. 
het %. (8 HBb. Urtooum). Tola: £2050 
£320 £1.60, £2.60. DF: £2430. CSF: 
£36.7Z Tna £3130 
Jackpot: not aon (pool of £67.63834 ear- 
ned forward u Doncaster today). 

Ptaeapote £2.19090. Qaadpot: £95.70. 
Place ft £322532. Place 5: £859.29. 

KEMFTON 

145: L ROTAL SHYNESS (PaU Eddery) 
52; Z Bditayaar 2-1 Jt lav; ZTattii«Br 25 
1 . 20 ran. 2-14 tevAhif (6th). V:. ft (G Lewis. 
Epeam)- Totes £070 £130. £130, £8.10. 
DF: £630. CSF: £16.62- Trto: £13440. Nft 
Zatete Hebony (12-1) was «4thdrawn nor un- 
der adarc; (Ue 4 ® al bets, deductnn 

5p in the pound. 

2Jft L LOOKOUT (Pat Eddery) 3-1 fK 
Z Dortwn 7-2: Z AlBMar9-l. 14 ran. lVs 
1 V*. (B Hilts. Lamhoum). Tote: £3.00 
£130, £230. £8.40. DF: £10.50 CSF: 
£2435. TKcast £17438. TWk £10030. 

245: 3. TAMARISK DSprafd 1011 tav: 
Z fta oh Dance U-4; Z Lear Spear 8-1. 

11 ran. 6, 'A. (R C ha rlton. Beckheraptoni. 
Tbte £1.70 £110. £160 £210 DF: £230 
CSF: £3.41 Tito £8.60. 

33tt 1 MUANA (G Hntf) 7-2; Z TmM0i 
101; Z Marthfa (Bnc 13-2. 9 ran. 2-1 tav 
Risque Lady. l'fi. l'A. U Gosdea Newmar 
KeO- Tate £440; £110. £2.90 £130. DF: 
£34.50. CSF: £3634. Tito: £2630. 

330 1 BB3JJSWE n Qunn) 10030 Z 
Cattte Cross 4-1; Z Leggora evens fav. 8 
ran. 17*. 3’A. (M Siouta. NeMnaricet). Tola: 
£4.90 £150. £110. £110 DF: £1530. 
CSF: £17.15. 

430 1 ALHOSAAM (T Sprahol 32-1: Z 
Rama 25-1 Z TalUab Btoto 251; ft Ha- 
tot 101. 20 ran. 01 jt levs Mutadana 4 
Piano Bemt». nk, 4. (WR Hem. Lantooum). 
Tote £1730 £330. £4. 70. £3.90 £230 
DF: £250.10. CSF: £283.28. recast 
£6.63007. Tikk not won. 

Ptocapto: £8930. Quadpot £23.20 
Ptoca ft £111.57. Place 5: £45.17. 

EXETER 

230 1 KEN ffiSK (A P McCoy) 64 fav; 
Z Untoncs 04,-3. Nabaa Perfected 501 
13 ran. 5. 14. (M Pipe)- TOtae £3.50 £130. 
£120, £4.50. DF: £4.10. CSF: £439. Tno: 
£22.70. 

235: 1 MUCROFT RIVIERA (A Thom- 
ram 0Z Z Ne Ught 54 few; Z Bmtdan Sur- 
prtaa 33-1 B ran. 'A, 25. (R Atoerj. Tata: 
£630 £170, £130, £3 30. OF) £4.90. CSF: 
00.01. Tna £19.80. 

330 1 GREEN ISLAND (S McNeAD 
12-1; 4. Metart0n Z VWon Of Aaadera 
12-1 9 ran. 2-1 tav Theme Arena. 27* St*- 
heL lA Dim). Tata: £2030 £2.70, £230. 
£6.40. OR £5840. CSF: £109.40 TitoffiC 
£1329.23. Tna £215.70. 

4.0ftZLEGAUUmSTlDGMaQar) 11-4 
bv; Z Mokbh 4.1: Z KfctfsCoatkr 501 
IS ran. ^ 1%. (Ms C Jttonsey). TWa: £330 
£160. £230 £930. DF: £9.80. CSF: 
£12.98. Trtcast £422.63. Tda £25430. 

4w30 1 NAME OF OUR ROHES (RJahn- 
30 a 7-1; 2. 0) My Toes 51; 3. Cana mcb s 
Creek 3-1 7 ran. 74 f at BoDrenn Sera. 
2%. 22. (P Bowen). Tote: £8.10; £2.70. 
£240 DF: £1330. CSF: £39.60 

5.00 1 CLUB CAR8BEAN (R DUMOO«) 
54 fav; Z PaMton 4-1; Z The Brener 02. 
20 ran. 7.. ID (P Hctts). Tote £3.70 £L20 
£120. £330. DF: £6.90 CSF: £1208. Tn- 
casL £37.07. Tna £1130. 

Ptocepot £28050 Quadpot £246.90 
Place 6: £370.69. Ptoca S: £24403. 
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sport 


The notion that games are not necessarily fun is pathetic 

and, sadly, a feature of vicarious parental involvement 

n 


It is not often these davs that you 
come across* anyone in sport who 
appears to find it even remotely 
amusing. I'm ail for concentrating 
fully on the job but not entirely at 
the expense of light-hearted re- 
flection. 

One result nf media-driven ten- 
sion is that smiling on the fields of 
play has gone out of fashion. When 
it fin't fiscal the language of sport 
is the language of urgency - “big 
names" or " important games” or, 
heaven help us. “must-win games”. 
Humour is seldom given an airing. 

The funniest anecdotes in sport 
are to be found in history, in the 
lore of cricket, football, rugby and 
colt, any game you care to mention, 
because lex iry no longer figures on 
the asienda. 


Awareness of this made the at- 
titude adopted by Steve Jones 
when in contention for the Cana- 
dian Open gulf championship last 
week-end all the more commend- 
able and appealing. 

At a critical stage of proceedings 
Jones knew that he had probably 
given up two strokes to Greg Nor- 
man with the sort of shot that caus- 
es hackers to think seriously about 
dumping their clubs into the near- 
est garbage can. No tantrum fol- 
lowed. Jones just laughed and 
cracked a joke with his caddy. 

After beating Norman by one 
shot to secure his first tournament 
victory since January, the former 
US Open champion - who failed 
to make the Ryder Cup team when 
be dropped to 12th place in the 


rankings - said: “1 was in a good 
position but you learn when you 
mess up. 1 put a lot of pressure on 
myself- I know that now. Some- 
times, you need to loosen up. have 
a little fu.n no matter what you are 
shooting. That was proven for me 
this week.” 

One of the most important 
things ever said about sport is at- 
tributed to another golfer, the 
great Walter Hagen, who did more 
than anyone in his game ro raise 
the status of professionals. Pause 
and smell the roses is more or less 
what Hagen was said to go around 
saying. 

Some time ago 1 referred in ibis 
column to a Canadian golfer, 
George Knudson. who was pretty 
good at the game but discovered 



very bright or dumb to win. I’m in 
between.” 

Knudson decided that if he 
could not be as strong and as in- 
telligent on the course as Jack 

V r i.«L>l*inc nr *ic fiflTV 


KEN JONES 


that he could not handle winning. 
“I was wrapped up in golf 2-S 
hours a day. total concentration - 
and lhai wasn't me,” he said. “1 
said to myself, '1 surrender. If this 
is what ii lakes to win. I'm not cut 
out for it.' Mavbs vou have to be 


Nicklaus, or as dedicated as Gary 
Player, you might as well relax and 
enjoy if. If you can't bent it. don't 
let it beat you. Check the flora and 
the fauna'. Go home to the kids. 
Ski. 

Ambition, temperament and the 
urge to make a lor of money comes 
into this but any number of peo- 
ple in sport today convey the im- 
pression that they would be deaf 
to Hagen’s philosophy. Primed by 
coaches and the media, all that oc- 
curs to them is winning. 

The Football Association's di- 
rector of coaching, Howard Wilkin- 


son, recently touched on this when 
taking charge of England’s Under- 
IS team. ‘We must ensure that 
youngsters leans how to play before 
they learn about winning,'' he said. 
Ted Bates said something similar 
many years ago when manager of 
Southampton, but unfortunately 
nothing came of it. 

The notion that games aren t 
necessarily fun is pathetic and, 
sadly, a ’feature of vicarious 
parental involvement. I am on the 
dangerous ground of amateur 
psychiatry here, but a belief held 
personally is that children should 
be brought up to enjoy whatever 
talent for sport they have been 
horn with. 

It is conceivable that, but for the 
explosion in tele-communications. 


sports performers would not now 
be taking themselves so seriously. 
The innumerable explosions of 
hot air in newspapers has. some- 
thing to do with this too. 

We have already gone far in 
preparing for the kind of future in 
sport ih.sl many people think in- 
evitable- It gives :m aching urgency 
to thought* on how a sense of hu- 
mour and perspective can be re- 
instated. 

It is absurd to expect those who 
earn a living at a game to haw the 
same nonchalant altitude ns those 
who amid once afford to compete 
as amateurs. Times have long since 
changed but, as Stev e Jones proved 
in Montreal last week, there is still 
something to be gained from a 
smile in the face of adversitv. 


Kent defied by 


he two Darrens 


bracket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Headingiey 
\torkshire 312 
Kent 79-1 


Darren Gough's love of Ihe dra- 
matic has always been one of his 
many assets. Unfortunately for 
Kent, the County Champion- 
ship leaders, he chose yesterday 
to make another grand gesture, 
this lime with the baL by scor- 
ing a flamboyant half-century, 
as he and Darren Lehmann, 
w ho scored 87. added 1 17 runs 
tn 19 overs for Ihe seventh 
wicket. 

With runs coming at six an 
over, it was an extraordinary 
stand by the two Darrens. 
Right from the outset, when 
Gough tried to launch his first 
ball into the Western terrace, 
it wtts a partnership defined by 
a severe contrast of styles, 
with Lehmann's assured 
stroke play being offset by the 
fast bowler's muscular thrash- 
ing and pulling. 

Coming in when his team 
were balking on 137 for b - only 
the captain David Byas with 
got a start - it was Gough's high- 
est score of the season, sur- 
passing the 34 he made against 
Durham. As an irritant, it was 


about as welcome as a blighted 
hop crop, and it could still hap- 
pen that supporters of Glam- 
organ or Yorkshire could end 
the season being more grateful 
than those from Kent, should 
the visitors fail to gel on terms 
later today. 

Lehmann, as he has done all 
season, played with a superb 
sense of duty. He has rid him- 
self of the youthful and some- 
times ill-tempered impetuosity 
of his youth and replaced it with 
something far more solid and 
unflappable. 

Like all the best batsmen 
however, the South Australian 
has an unerring ability to find 
the gaps, and yesterday anything 
hit with power rarely encoun- 
tered a fielder. Judging from 
comments that have been cir- 
culating around Headingiey all 
season, he is better regarded 
and more popular than Michael 
Bevan. and Lehmann returns as 
Yorkshire's overseas player next 
season. 

On a sluggish, mottled pitch 
with enough in it for play to al- 
ternate between periods of run- 
scoring and rapid bursts of 
wickets. Kent had their chances 
of controlling the match and 
making light of losing what 
may prove to be an important 
loss as the pitch wears. 

Unable to field either of 


their fast bowlers. Martin 
McCague and Ben Phillips, suf- 
fering from a back strain and 
shin soreness respectively. Kent 
were forced to call up Alan Ig- 
gjesden for only his fourth 
Championship match of the 
season. 

Cricket may be perceived as 
slow moving, but in tenns of ca- 
reer prospects the game can 
move quickly. Four years ago. 
Igglesden toured the West In- 
dies with England. Yesterday, 
he took 4 for 67. a spell that in- 
cluded the chance of a hat- 
trick, after he had removed 
Craig White and Bradley Park- 
er wfth successive balls. He was 
also Ihe man who got the 
match rolling when he had 
Tony McGrath lbw in the 
fourth over of the day. 

But if Igglesden's" perfor- 
mance was an unexpected boon. 
Kent, despite picking up max- 
imum bowling points, will be 
kicking themselves for not mak- 
ing a better fist of bowling 
Yorkshire out for less than 312. 
According to the fielding side, 
however, a heavy dew made the 
ball go soft quickly, and it was 
certainly noticeable that when 
Strang came on in the 10th ox er, 
he needed to dry the ball after 
almost every delivery. 

Wet ball aside, only Mark 
Ealham, as he often was with 



Atherton 
leaves 
his cares 
behind 


HENRY BLDFEID 


reports from The Oval 
Lancashire 459-4 
v Surrey 


Yorkshire's Michael Vaughan on the attack against Kent at Heacfingfey 


Photograph: Michael Steefe/Empics 


England, was immune from 
criticism. as-Dean Headlev and 


Fbul Strang conceded runs at an 
alarming rale. Indeed it was Eal- 
ham who took ail the important 
wickets, removing both Gough 


and Lehmann, the latter to a 
well disguised bouncer that sur- 
prised the Australian who gen- 
tly paddled it to the keeper. 
Steve Marsh. 

Mind vou, Marsh would have 


probably settled for Kent to ne- 
gotiate the tricky 17 oversat the 
end of the day for the loss of one 
wicket. Having seen off the 
new ball, Ed Smith, a Cam- 
bridge undergraduate and 


sweet timer, drove Chris Silver- 
wood loosely to gully. If such un- 
forced errors can be avoided 
when Kent bat today, they may 
yet get another chance to dom- 
inate this match. 


For whatever reason. Michael 
Atherton was a changed man. 
HU stroke play was crisp and de- 
cisive, his judgement good, his 
footwork excellent and at lung 
last he managed to turn batting 
hack into a sideways-on an. 
When he was caught behind sev- 
en avers before tea, he had 
made 149. by some distance his 
best score of the season. 

It may have been because, a 
couple of H oil in. ikes apart, 
there was not an Australian in 
sighL Or perhaps it was lhe\‘“ 
product of an untroubled mind 
with all difficult decisions behind 
him. but certainly Surrey’s bowl- 
ing, the worst I have seen from 
a county this season, gave more 
than just a helping hand. 

Gone, and one can onKjwav 
that it is (brevur, was the shuftfoa. 
slightly myopic looking figure ol 
most of the summer who finished 
cverv stroke on the buck foot 


squared up with Its toes point- 
Frei 


Cowan injured as Glamorgan thrive 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


reports from Cardiff 
Glamorgan 307-7 v Essex 


There were confusing goings-on 
here yesterday. England's 
Giribbcan tour party suffered 
its first casualty barely 24 hours 
alter the squad had been 
named. Ashley Cowan, Essex's 
promising fast bowler, was 
forced out of the Essex attack 
in the Championship match 
against Glamorgan after he 
had bowled just a handful of 


ovens. 


According to the 22-year- 


old Cowan, he aggravated an in- 
jury in his right shoulder while 
bowling the second of a four- 
over stint, in which he conced- 
ed just 10 runs. But it was not 
until he had been smashed for 
16 runs by Hugh Morris when 
he came on to start a second 
spell, shortly before lunch, that 
Cowan decided he could not 
continue bowling. 

Cowan said: “It's the same 
problem 1 hud against 
Northamptonshire. The selec- 
tors know about it. I am going 
to sec a specialist It's the worst 
it's felt. I have already had X- 
rays and the medical experts say 
it is stress related. Rest should 


put it right and there is no prob- 
lem for" the winter tour.” 

Early reports stated Cowan 
was out of the match, but he lat- 
er took the field, suggesting Es- 
sex were leaving open their 
option to employ him as a 
bowler Jater in tbe innings, if the 
injury allows. Whether Cowan 
makes the West Indies depends 
on exploratory surgery on the 
joint, an operation he will un- 
dergo shortly. 

In fact Cowan’s withdrawal 
from the attack was probably 
just as well, as at least be was 
spared further exposure to 
Glamorgan’s batsmen who, 
while not making dramatic 


progress, certainly encountered 
few problems as ihey set about 
acquiring the bonus points they 
need to sustain their Champi- 
onship challenge. They may 
miss out. but a pitch that is al- 
ready taking turn could offer 
even less to Essex. 

There was an immediate hic- 
cup. Steve James has topped the 
batting averages all summer, but 
he was sharply taken, in the fifth 
over of the day, by Darren 
Robinson at short leg. He had 
made two. But there were still 
a couple of century partnerships 
and Morris, and later Matthew 
Maynard, proved more difficult 
to budge. 


Morris in fact batted himself 
out of a lean spell. He had a 
hundred within his grasp, hav- 
ing rounded his boundorv count 
up to a dozen when he fell lbw 
to the left-arm swing of Mark 
Uott. By then he had shared in 
a second-wicket stand of 138 
with Adrian Dale. 

Then it was the turn of cap- 
tain Maynard. Typically for a 
man in form, little escaped the 
middle of his baL but he did 
have a let-off. missed at raid- 
wicket on 60. Perhaps that un- 
settled him because, not long 
afterwards. Maynard went, 
rather lamely, caught and 
bowled by Danny Law. 


Gloucestershire are 
made to suffer 


MIKE CAREY 


reports from Edgbaston 
Warwickshire 407-7 
v Gloucestershire 


Moody takes Derbyshire apart Border is youth coach 


Worcestershire's captain Tom 
Moody led the way with 101 out 
nf his side's 400 for 4 against Der- 
byshire at New Road yesterday. 

Moody made 74 of his 131- 
talJ century in boundaries, al- 
lowing Philip Weston ll45no) 
to play more sedately and reach 
his century in 228 balk, with 10 
lours and a six. David Lcaih- 
crdalc then added 63 not out for 
his part in a continuing fiflb- 
wickot stand of 120 with West- 


At Northampton, the hosts 
had Tony FVnberthy (65) and 


David Ripley (92) to thank for 
taking them towards 310 for 7 
against their neighbours Leices- 
tershire. The sixth-wicket pair 
put on 155 in all. after coming 
together at 105 for 5. 

Jason Foolcy fell just two runs 
short of his century as Middle- 
sex took charge against Not- 
tinghamshire at Lord's. Their 
captain Mark Ramprakash 
made 55, and the hosts finished 
the day on 283 for 5. 

Somerset restricted Durham 
to 230 ail out at Chester-le- 
StreeL despite 79 from John 


Morris, and then responded 
with 75 for 1. 

On a day that saw five indi- 
vidual centuries struck around 
the country, bottom-of-the- 
lable Sussex mustered just 1 14 
between them against Hamp- 
shire at Southampton. Stuart 
Milbum took 4 for 38, and tbe 
former England off-spinner 
Shaun UdaJ 4 for 17. Hampshire 
ended the day on 185 for 2, with 
Giles White and Paul Whittak- 


er (both 68no) enjoying an un- 
-wicket stand 


broken 
Of 114. 


third- 


Ailan Border, the former Aus- 
tralia Test captain, has been ap- 
pointed as the under-19 
national team coach for next 
years Youth World Cup in 
South Africa, the Australian 
Cricket-Board announced yes- 
terday. 

Border, who played a record 
156 Tests for his country before 
retiring from the international 
arena m 1994. will take charge 
of a 21 -member squad, which 
will start as one of the favourites 
for the tournament. 

The ACB's chief executive of- 


ficer. Malcolm Speed, said in a 
statement that Border will be as- 
sisted by two other former Test 
players, the outstanding fast 
bowler Dennis Lillee and Rod- 
ney Marsh, Australia’s wicket- 
keeper from the same era as 
Lillee. 

The four-week Youth World 


Cup will take place in ianuarv 
id Fe' 


and February next year. 

Border retired from first- 
class cricket in March 1996 af- 
ter a lengthy career with 
Queensland in the domestic 
Sheffield Shield. 


Whatever the rest of the season 
has to offer them, Warwickshire 
have dearly dedded to see it out 
in a blaze of stroke-play. They 
did so in tbe first and final ses- 
sions yesterday and Neil Smith’s 
robust hundred, supported by 
half-centuries from Nick Knight, 
David Hemp and Dougie 
Brown, enabled them to make 
the most of winning the toss. 

The pitch, though having no 
great pace, was better than many 
seen here this season. But if the 
sun continues to shine it w 31 be 
no surprise if Warwickshire prove 
to have ted the best of it and, as 
ever, tbe extra pace of Allan 
Donald will be a cnidal factor. 

Tbe news that Courtney 
Walsh nil) be returning to 
Gloucestershire next season 
emerged as Knight and Hemp 
were giving their current attack 
some rough handling during a 
pre-lunch session in which die 
rub of the green stubbornly re- 
fused to go the way of the 
fielding side. 

Half-chances either failed to 


stick or did not quite go to hand. 
Among a number of frustrating 
episodes, the most vital proba- 
bly came before Hemp had 
scored when Jonathan Lewis 
beat him with an excellent york- 
er but was denied an lbw deci- 
sion because the bail pitched 
marginally outside leg stump. 

After that Hemp showed 
there was no margin for error on 
this pitch: his fifty, from 53 
balls, included 46 in bound- 
aries. If much of Gloucester- 
shire's efforts tended to reflect 
David Graveney's concern 
about the overall quality of 
English bowling. Hemp’s in- 
nings suggested there is no 
shortage of batting talent. 

Things changed later when a 
tight spell by Lewis induced a 
number of errors, Knight falling 1 
to a good catch by Dominic 
Hewson and Hemp io a ball an- 
gled across him and perhaps 
bouncing more than most. 

Lewis and company bowled 
with great heart, as teams do 
when they are taking wickets, but 
the bail was growing old and the 
bowlers weaiy and Smith rook 
them apart savagely, showing vet 
again his great strength when 
given room outside the off- 
stump. His century came from 
1 12 balls with 17 fours and a six. 


ing at the bowler like a French 
cricketer. Let us hope that the 
memoiy of his innings will stay 
with him m the West Indies. 

Surrey were without Chris 
Lewis - he had found a niggling 
hip this Lime: Saqlain Mushtaq 
has gone to Toronto to play 
against India in the Sahara 
Cup: and Graham Thorpe, 
whose bowling might just have 
come in handy, was having a 


rest. Apart from a tidy opening 
iclL those 


spell by Martin Bickncl 
who were left to bowl for Sur- 
rey - in all, 10 were used - 
served up helping after helping 
of unmitigated codswallop. : 

After one early snick through Vf 
the slips, Atherton began to play 
his strokes as he all too seldom 
trusts himself to do. Drives, 
hooks, strokes off his legs and 
square cuts echoed round the 
ground. 

His left-handed partner. 
Nathan Wood, the son of Bar- 
ry of England, Lancashire and 
Derbyshire,- played in u rather 
less compelling manner but he 
has impressive, tenacious qual- 
ities and helped him add 259 for 
the first wickcL a record for Lan- 
cashire against Surrey. Wbod was 
missed three times and held on 
to reach his first hundred which 
is such an important landmark. 

Atherton faced 198 balls and 
hit 20 fours and two sixes before 
bein* brilliantly caught far down ' 
the leg-side by Alec Stewart. 
John Crawley tolled delightfully 
before the left-arm spinner, 
Rupcsh Amin, turned one more 
than he expected. Then, just be- 
fore the end. Wood slashed to 
backward point after helping ■ 
himself to 20 fours and facing 5 
316 balls. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

iHrsr day ct ttxr. TixUf JXG" 

P arham v Somerset 

CHESTER-LE-STREET: Somerset (4pta) 
trafl Durttam by 155 ms with nkte M- 
inategs wickets standing. 

Ojrrwi won toss 
DUHHAM - First Innings 

J J B Lems c Turner b Caddj* 0 

S Honor) b Starve 34 

J E Moms Itw b Rose „.79 

*0 C Boon Turner b Rose 15 

TM P Spe^it retd hurt „ >16 

RMS Vfeston lbw b Boater 33 

M J Foster tow b Musttaq ...„ _..6 

M M Bens lbw b Bums 11 

I Boding C Turner u Rose 19 

S J E Brown c Turner b Mushtaq 17 

A waller not out - jO 

Extras ibB, w 6 . nblO) .24 

Total (74 A overs) 230 

Fate 1 A. 7-32. M2. A-146. 5-155. 6-176. 
7-192. 8-226, 9-230. 

Boating: CadA* 22-2-83-1; 9vne 6-0-26- 
1 ; Rose 15.4-4-4LV3: Bums 9-1-24-1: 
Mushtaq 21-4-49-2; Boater J-l-O-1. 
SOMERSET - Pint* taotogA 

tR J Turner b Foster _.21 

P C L Hadoway not out - _17 

M N Laihwefl rw out 29 

Extras «b 6 . w2l J& 

Total (for 1 , 27 oven) 75 

Fate 1-35. 

To Boc S C Ecclestone. M E Trescdrtcfc. M 
Bura. GO Rase. -PD Boater. A RGudotefc. 
Mushtaq Maned, K J Shine. 

Boafloe Brown 9-1-24-0; Betts 6-2-13-0; 
Foster 7-2-19-1; Ulbher 3-1-60; bod re 2- 
0-70 

Umpteen j D Bond and J W Holder 

Hampshire v Sussex 

SOUTHAMPTON: Hamster* (4ptsJ leaf 
Sussex by 71 runs wWi Mpit BretOno Irate 
■rickets staraflog. ^ 


Si£set won wa TA 0 Shaw c Cowan b Grayson j6 

SUSSEX - Rrat inn ings S D Thomas noi out A 

M T E Pence c Mau b Mi bum 7 WStjar Younts not out - --....l 

•tP Moores c Aymes b Renshsw 0 Extras Ib5. B)14. w5. nb 6 ) 30 

N R nrytar tow b Milbum - 4 Total [Tor 7, 104 overs) 307 

K Greemwad b Udal 17 FOE: 1 - 8 . 2-146. 3-149. 4-276. 5-277. 

K News* c Laney b Mitoum 4 6-286, 7-301. 

J R Camemer lbw b Stettrenson _~21 To Use S L Watwn, 0 A Coster. 

P W Janas c Hayden b Udd -32 Bow lin g: lion 18-4-53-3; Cowan 5-1-26-0; 

J J Bates D Mibum 16 □ R Law 21-5-56-2; Grayson 29-7-68-2; Such 

A A Khan lbw b Udal -4 27-6-69-0, SG Law 4-0- 10-0. 

M A Paterson not out 6 ESSEX: D 0 J Roterson. -P J Prichard, s G 

RjKrtlaycRenshawbtAJai .5 Law, N Hussan R C Irark. A P Grayson. D R 

Extras 002. nbej — 8 Law. A P Cowan. M C Bolt IB J Hyam. p m 

Total 147 J. overs) 114 SuOi. 

Patl-2. 2-12. 3-15. 4-ift 549. 6-73. 7-83. Umpires: J H Hams and R Julian. 

S-101 9-103. 

Bowitec Mubum 17-4-38-4: Rensh 3 w 5 - 2 - HhhHese* v Not&HghansNre 

8-1; Stephenun 10-2-49-1: UOai 15.1-7- UMTS: MhHtesen Opts) me 283 for 5 tn 
17-4. their first hwtegs against NottJnghamatire 

HAMPSHIRE — Rtst keuags (2J- 

JS Laney c Moores b Kintey 7 Mtetfese. won mss 

M L Hayeem c Janris b Bates 3S unn, -epy _ rr, , .. ■ . 

G W White not out 68 „ 

Extras (105. nbo 17 H 

' — •* “5 

To Bet WS Kendall, •JPSlepharam.fAN OC^IeB^ 

a™ SO Udtt. R J Maru. S J FWsw. S rS&S SSTS, 

BowHne Janris 12-0-59-0; Krdev 7-1-24-1; — J3S 

Bates 15*31.1; Khan Fa* 

WcM«« and A wrvre. ttiVSS**- ^ •**»■*« Cries- 
Gbmoftian V Fmwilf Bowen 19 4-SB-l: Ftanvs 20-3 - 6 >> 

bi their flrxt Inatngs agafcnt Essex (3). NOTTINGHAMSHIRE: M P Dowman. R I 
Gfamogan won loss ftebuKon. G E Wenon -P yjmtn. R T Bates 

GLAMORGAN - Rrst Innings “ c M Wtey. tw M Noon, K P Emn^ 

SP James c Roberson b Hoc 2 f. l jA rai *V ! 1 N ? qMirt 

H Moms tow D IWt 82 B Leadbealer and G I Burps*. 

A Dele b Uott — jq Northants v Ltelcastenhirn 

n b 0 Jt Law — <16 are 310 for 7 » tttete flrst innlmls 

R D B Greft c Hussan o Grayson 16 Lelcesurshbe 13U aSauwi 


Northamptonshire won mss 

NORntAMPTONSMRE - first (ratines 

A PORtere c ftoon o Omorvj 

R R Montgomerie b Brmtson 
'« J Bariojr c SutOtfie o Pusvn 

h M t> Omtond 

□ J G Sates c Nrw b Mfto .... 

A L Ptetoerey c Nnon b MatMv 

tORnteycNmn bOntond 

J P lajrior .<ot out 

S A J Beared not out 

Extras 105. Ib 6 . t* 8 l . 

Total (fbr 7. IBS overs) 


-32 
, — 19 

28 

4 

31 

...... 9 2 

30 

... ...JO 
- ..19 

319 


SURREY: M A Butcher. DJ Btchrefl. J 0 Rat- 
Orts. TA J Stewan. A D Blown. *A J Htetaate. 

BC HcAuihe. M P Btrtorell I D K SalSbUty. J 
E Benjjrtn. R M Anvn. 

UnpiraK AUvhson and P WAey. 


74*1-48. 2-5i 3-56. 4 104. 5- 106. 6-260 

To Bat M K Oavte;.. J F Btown. 

Bojrtrt© MQns 17-2-53-1; Ormond 20 5-56 
3: We«s 10-0-32-0; Bnrrcon 27-9-83-1: Piet- 
son^frw-i: WnM-Sfl; Maddy 3-2 U 
“KESIERSWRE: V J Wells. □ L Middy I J 
SineWb. 'j i Whnater , b f Smnti. j M Oaiun. 
tP A Nutn. D t MBm, AB h Piereon. J Omond. 
M T Bnm&on. 

UmpSms: M ) Kitchen and R pjmier 


Surrey v Lancashire 

Tra P051 ms OVAU Loncashbe Mpts) are 
489 4 te thete Ora Uinteet against Sur- 

ra)’ (U- 

m toss 

LANCASHIRE - Rrst tnnbm 
N I VVooq f BC rtenuMhe b Butdter . 

M A Atnanon r stewon b A I 

J P Crawley o Amn .. 

N H FirtroKiet not cut 


Warwicks v Gloucestershire 

EPBBASTOttWaxw tetatero (4ptsl ore 407 
for 7 In their first Innings against Gtouces- 
teraNre (31. 

Waruricterare non mm 
wAimnaiSHne- nret hmingx 

•N V hnstot c hewson b 5m*h .*1 

M A Wa£b b U-vre, v) 

tUMarocMihi^ 

0 P Oaks c Rii&rsol b Smith 1 

T L Ponney it» r> Lr»r, 1 J 

IK I Pipttt t BteMteir, 1 

N Ml K Sown not out ... {.l-s 

A t Giles e Wuytou'. t> leiws . . 

D R broswi not r„i 

Extras U06. nblOi 

Total (tor 7. 107 overs) 

Fo^l-tR.^,48. 3l56 . xi^ iTlJ:. 


7-1 

.407 


G Oiappie c B C HcAnahe u d j BcKniit 


156 

.149 

.64 

53 


To Bab G Witch. A « Cto-wu 
Bovamio Snvm ta 1-65 2. Lni, 22 J H5 u. 
M 28^e£*ft luunp 120 7t . « f*->nr. j ;..y 
■j 9-Q . [XKrr. D-Q 2 ? o. H.mrock 4 1-21 <1 
OuHJCESIERSMRE: MCNWrewvORlLw 
sen. T H C llsncccl. R I Damon. 5 VoueL *M 
W /Uteync. 1 R C RtKuA M C i EtW. R P [Ml« 
a M Smith. J Lent, 

Umpires: C. Rh,,ip .md N T Pin*. 


Fbfc 1 41. 2-94. 3 267, 4-280. 

To Btt V S SCtontl, r$j Rhodes, SR Umpto. 
R K )hr>t>t>rth. A STunydi. 
aow«0|5 Mjfcctei 17-2-94 -O: OBFfWt* 184)- 
61 1; Hants 7-2-lU-l: Cote 23-Bfl3-L UWV 
22 5-52 n-.a«tei 12-1 57-0; 00*9-137-1. 
DERBYSHIRE: S Stubteres. D G OK T A 
Ttwjts. H J Barnett, v P Carle, M E Castar. 
■P A i CteFnkUL m M Hnkfcan.S J laeey. A 
J Kiiin, D C Malcolm. 

Wnptros: D R Shorhurtfand A Ci T WhrtctewL 

Vbrfcaftfre v Kent 

HEADMOLEYt Kont (4 ms) tnrit YorhiMra tql 

233 runs with trine M-tnntoff •tektel 
■taixfinfc 

lunefise nun tny. 

VQRKSMRE- First hsalaKS 

A AlcCr.tth tou, !• tjtResdoti - -Jg 

M P Votypon c Mj rj> b Firming 

*0 BV'S< lt» b C.4NVK — >■ — 

0 5 Irfvtvvvi c 0 EJOVB" — fl 

C lAtbir < Mush h — -•* 

8 Kniun ttev r» -- ® 

•R I RUVet i. luricni b tVsV»"« - A 

I 1 iViviyri h t.rOv*" - •?? 

Ctvr yiwywoM itm b Uteum ... . — 4* 

R 0 5«ivnj> h l&wrsom — — - 5 

P M HutLhcm not out . . 

Extras »IM . w?.. nhlOi .. 

Total (B4.4 overs) . 


U 

-312 


Fate 1-21.7 ‘>7.3 10174 134 > 1 34. 9-137. 
<-254. H-283. 9 29;. 


104. 01 . w6. n 02 ?t 
Total (for 4. 105.4 Overs). 


33 

.459 


FML 1-259. 2-373. 3-446. 4-450. 

To Bat G D Lloyd. *M Watemson. P M tow- 
oay. tW K Hegg. P J Mwm. G needy. 
Bonrihts M P BxAneU 14 3 56-1); Benjamin 
16-3-ftjO: A J Homah? 13 2-43-1: BCHol- 
Jgate lp. 1-704): Satetwryaj-^-rr-O-Am.n 
23-5-33- i; RaicJrte 3-1*11-0: Brown 1-0-13 
0. D J &ckneJI 3.4-0 12-1; Butcher 2 0-13 


Worceste rshire v Derbyshire 
W igg W BB t nl teBpMMtnoti, 
4 m oms imt Inland oeteni DortiytMra (U. 

WwcetfefsKrc- nou tosr. 

WORCESTERSHIRE - First litmus 
h R SpniDt n Hxm. .. .. JZ, 

VV P C VVujon n.«a,t 

G A hick b Ocf te-tR 

’I MWnA hCiv^di 

G R Haynre. b Cnrtt 

D A U'.Wtcrmv; not out 

Extras tb6. 1014. nol4l 

Total (tor 4, 196 ovwrtt)- — .... 


Botetat: tte.v*>v 17 1631; "S 

rir-iiShutet 12-2-40 o. Bskw 2D«-2-«- 
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D PFuAcn nm an — •- ig . _ 
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Extras 18)6. nU12l 
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Continental elite 

ponder the future 


Some of ihe leading lights in Eu- 
ropean football met m London 
yesterday with the formation of 
a European super league 
thought to have come up for dis- 
cussion. 

Representatives of the con- 
tinent's leading leagues had ac- 
cepted an invitation from the 
^P remier League to a private 
jpnccting just yards from the 
’ Football Association's Lan- 
caster Gate headquarters. 

Officials from the Italian, 
German, Spanish, French, Bel- 
gium, Portuguese and Dntch 
leagues were among those who 
accepted the Premier League 
chief executive Peter Leaver's 
, invitation. 

It is known that the leading 
leagues feel they have been 
isola 


isolated by what they perceive 
* us the “dictatorial" policy-mak- 


ing procedures of Uefa, the Eu- 
ropean game's governing body, 
■ which have sidelined them from 
any real input 

Franco Carraro, who is in 
charge of Serie A. was at the 
meeting, and he is a keen ad- 
vocate of a European league. 
“He [Carraro] has been on the 
record in the Italian press say- 
ing that he thinks the Super 
League would be a good idea. 
Bui that's matter for him," 
Mike Lee, the Premier League 
spokesman, said. “People have 
different issues they want to dis- 
cuss, which are not on the agen- 
da.” 

A European super league, 
which would probably run 
throughout the season, would 
almost certainly threaten Uefa’s 
money-spinning Champions' 
League. 


I 


Unwanted souvenirs 
for Irish youngsters 




The Republic of Ireland's bat- 
tered Under- 21 squad have col- 
lected another unwanted 
souvenir from their exhausting 
European Championship dou- 
ble-header through two time 
zones via Iceland and Lithuania. 

Tbey returned home last 
night already counting the bruis- 
es from last' Friday's 1-0 defeat 
in Reykjavik which the senior 
team manager, Mick McCarthy, 
■sard “could have produced 10 
red cards". 

Now ihe defender Thomas 
Morgan, who captained the 
Irish Youth team in the semi- 
finals of the World Champion- 
ships in Malaysia in July, has 
hud four stitches in two deep 

€ hes below his left knee. It is 
legacy of a tackle by Uthua- 
‘s forward Mantas Samu- 
siovas, who was only booked. 

The Si Patrick's Athletic play- 
er's first start at the higher age 
level lasted just 10 minutes be- 
fore he was carried off on a 


stretcher. He said: “The 
Lithuanian’s. boot went right 

was cot tef the tone. 1 guess! 
am very lucky it isn’t broken." 

The Uuder-21 manager Ian 
Evans also saw his side slip to 
another defeat in Alytus -2-1 
this time - after taking a 65th- 
minute lead with a superb goal 
by the Tottenham winger niter 
Gain, who was also making His 
debuL 

Evans said: “I felt sorry for 
them. They deserved better. 
After it was obvious we couldn’t 
qualify for the European quar- 
ter-finals following the defeat in 
Iceland, I made a few changes ‘ 
to give all the squad a run. 

“But it was still a good per- 
formance. and it was just two 
lapses in five minutes after we 
had gone in front. Even then we 
.should have been given a penal- 
ty when Dominic Foley was 
fouled, but we’re used to deci- 
sions Hkethat away from home.” 


It would see England’s top 
dubs. - such as Manchester 
United, Liverpool, Newcastle 
and Arsenal - involved in a sea- 
son-long contest against the 
likes of Juventus, Milan, Real 
Madrid, Bayern Munich, Ajax,- 
Paris St-Gennain and Porto. 

Significantly the dubs, and 
not Uefa, would own the high- 
ly lucrative broadcasting rights 
to the new league. 

Uefa admitted it was aware 
of the meeting but it refused to 
comment further irmil ft knew, 
the details of what was dis- 
cussed. 

Lee denied that the purpose 
of the meeting was to foam a su- 
per league — the two main hems, 
for discussion were fixture lists 
and the Bosanan ruling. 

“The premier leagues in Eu- 
rope hare crane together for the 
first time to compare notes,” he 
said. “The idea, that a super, 
league is being formed is non- 
sense. We want to look at the 
world after Bosnian and the 
pressures of heavy fixture lists 
and to see if a dialogue between 
the top leagues will be useful 
and worthwhile. This is not a 
meeting where we will be mak- 
ing big decisions - it’s more of 
a get-together.” 

Whether or not the issue of 
a super league was brought up 
during the meeting the official 
line from Leaver made no men- 
tion of the topic.- 

The Premier League chief ex- 
ecutive said: “We have had a 
very useful and constructive 
meeting today. The discussion 
covered the movement of play- 
ers, fixtures and agents. We 
have agreed to meet again and 
continue to exchange useful 
information." 

White there are a few doubts 
that there is a degree of con- 
tention between the leading 
European leagues and Uefa 
Leaver added, diplomatically: 
“Our discussions are not a chal- 
lenge to or in competition with 
Uefa - our aim is to ensure a 
better exchange and dialogue 
between the top professional 
leagues in Europe.” 
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Italy's Attflto Lombardo shields the ball from GeorgI Chiktiradze, of Georgia, in yesterday's 0-0 draw Photograph: AP 

Under-21s reach quarter-finals 


England's Under-21 side have 
stolen a march on the senior 
squad by securing a place in the 
quarter-finals of the European 
Championships, while Glenn 
Hod die’s squad still have work 
to do in their group to reach the 
World Cup finals. 

Italy Under-2rs2-ti defeat by 


McSwegan’s personal best 


Even had it not been a perfectly 
sirock volley into the. top eor-" 
ner, Gary McSwegan may well 
have rated the goal which de>- 
feuted Rangers lost night as his 
favourite ever. 

The magnificent extra-time, 
strike which consigned the hold- 
ers Rangers to a Coca-Cola.Qqp 
quarter-final home defeat was 
not McSwegan s fiist at Ibrox. 

The 2h-ycar-old forward be- 
gan his career at Rangers, in 
IHS7. but made faltering 
progress at Ihe club as he strug- 
' gled to fulfil his potential. 

With reluctance he came 
south of the border in 1993 to 
rjftin Notts County, before last 
.vPar’s Tuyside switch to United 
After coming on as a substi- 
tute, McSwcgon at last showed 
Rangeis fans his true qualities, 
albeit silencing them in the 
process. 


To call McSwegan’s 96lb- 
mmutewnmer a volley of abuse 
would be overstating it, as his 
- affection for Rangers remains. 
But he still took great satisfac- 
tion in a goal which at once 
opens 15 ) the Coca-Cola Gg> for 
the “New Firm”. 

Celtic will be favourites but 
have not won the trophy, since 
defeating Rangers 2-1 in 1983 
- despite being in three , finals 
since then. 

McSwegan said “Tve never 
scored a totter goal than that 
It just landed really weD on the 
volley for me. 

“I have done well personal-; 
ly in this competition -this sea- 
son and this proves the team are 
good enough to progress further 
against anyone. 

“lb lose five goals at Ibrox 
last time round (23 August] was 
a bad experience, but last 


night’s performance put that 
right:- We knew they badplay- 
er& Bee Paul Gascoigne and Bri- 
an Laudrup missing because of 
international doty and we took 
our chance." 

United’s manager, Tbmmy 
McLean, enthused: “Gary’s- 
goal was very special and came 
at a time when the match was 
finely balanced. ■ 

“He gave us the impetus we 
needed after he came on to go 
through to the semi-finals 
where we have to be confident 
against anybody. I am delight- 
ed with dhis win, especially as we 
looked more comfortable to- 
wards the end after we’d scored. 

“They had most of the pos- 
session throughput but we 
stopped them from using it as 
they would have liked and put 
the 5-1 defeat last month to 
tod.” 


top of Group TWo. 

England's 1-0 victory over 
Moldova at Wycombe’s Adams 
Park on Hiesday night took 
them on to 15 paints with one 
game to play, away against 
Italy, who wfl] go into that last 
game four points adrift. 

Marcus Hall, the Coventry 
defender, earned England their 


victory. Hall's goals are collec- 
tors items, and he last found die 
net in a reserve match for 
Coventry midway through the 
1996-97 season. But the centre- 
half came up took England 
doser to the European Champ- 
ionship finals next May with nis 
late winner on Tuesday night at 
Wycombe's Adams Park. Hall's 
close-range strike put England 
four points clear of Italy and 
maintained their unbeaten 
record in the competition. 

Hall admitted he expected to 
receive unmerciful stick from his 
Coventry team-mates after his 
72nd- minute dose-range effort 
settled the issue. “It was my first 
goal in ages,” he said “The last 
one I got was for Coventry 


' reserves against Aston Villa re- 
serves. last season. Tve never 
scored for' the Coventry first 
team, and to get my first in- 
ternational goal was a great 
feeling. The feeling was of to- 
tal relief, because we were find- 
ing it bard to break Moldova 
down. They played really de- 
fensively in the hope of hitting 
us on the break. 

“1 will get slaughtered when 
I go back to Coventry by the 
likes of Paul Williams. I go up 
for set-pieces at Coventry but 
nothing has happened But I 
don’t care about the stick They 
haven’t done what Tve done, 
have they?" 

Hall said he enjoyed playing 
on the leftside of the three-man 


defensive formation employed 
by the Under-21 coach, Peter 
TUylor, as he strives to regain his 
place in the starting line-up at 
Highfield Road 

England dominated for long 
periods but seldom looked like 
opening up the Moldovans, 
who packed the midfield area 
untfl a Jamie Canaghcr head- 
er was flicked on by Riecardo 
Scimeca, and Hall applied the 
finishing touch. 

The goals that ended Italy's 
hopes away in Rustavi -and put 
England through - came in 
quick succession in the second 
half, Geragi Kiknadze putting 
the home side ahead after 59 
minutes and Levan Kebadze 
.wrapped- up the Georgian vie- 


Owen set to lose promotion chance 


Uefa, European football's gov- 
erning body, yesterday dealt 
Michael Owen, sent off in Tues- 
day's Under- 18 international 
against Yugoslavia, a damaging 
European Championship blow 
which Las forced the England 
Under-21 coach Peter Taylor to 
abandon his hopes of using 
Owen in next month’s game 
with Italy. 

Taylor was set' to. call up 
Owen, but those hopes have 
been dashed following Owen's 
dismissal for butting while cap- 
taining the England Under-lS 
side in the goalless draw at 
Rotherham. 


The 17-year-old forward will 
be handed at least a one-match 
ban when Uefa’s disciplinary 
committee meets to decide his 
fate next week and, given the 
close proximity of the 10 Oc- 
tober qualifying date in Rieti, 
the suspension applies despite 
being given his marching orders 
at a different level. 

A Uefa spokesperson said: 
“Normally the general rules 
state the suspension takes effect 
in the same competition, but it 
depends on the time differ- 
ence between the two games. 

“On this occasion the player 
wfl] be suspended for the game 


in Italy, particularly as the two 
tournaments are still running." 

Owen was given his march- 
ing orders for aimmg a butt into 
the body of Yugoslav defender 
Sead Mura to vie. A disappoint- 
ed Thyior said: “It’s a shame be- 
cause Michael would definitely 
have been up for consideration 
for the Italian game as we need 
a goal-scorer. I was desperate 
for him to be with us for the 
game against Moldova, but we 
have been trying to to fair to 
him and Liverpool. 

“Unfortunately the sending 
off will take the possibility of 
that happening out of my hands 


and there will now be no need 
for me to make a decision on 
whether to pick him. 

“Any suspension comes into 
effect for the next internation- 
al you are eligible for and the 
next under- 18 and under -21 
internationals arc both on the 
same night in October. 

“As regards the actual send- 
ing off, it is too early for me to 
comment until I have spoken 
with Howard Wilkinson, the un- 
der-! 8 manager.” England are 
unbeaten under Taylor but the 
inability to score goals - just six 
in seven group matches - is giv- 
ing him cause for concern. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Training facilities boosted 


Rowing 

British rowing was boosted yes- 
terday as plans were unveiled 
for a new £30m training course 
in Reading. Bullion the site of 
an old quarry the 600-acre Wa- 
ter park will to part-funded by 
the National Lottery and by the 
sale -of property around .the 
edge of the facility. 

However, the project still 
hangs on the verdict of South 
Oxfordshire Council's planning 
committee, which will receive an 
application later this week. Its 
long-term planning strategy 
floes not allow the building of 
residential property on the land, 
which will cause problems as the 
cash raised from the sale of such 


World Cup Group Two 

Georgia— — ~0 ftotjr 


developments is the key for the 
project getting the go-ahead. 
Despite this the landowners do 
not envisage a problem and 
aim to get the project ready by 
the autumn of 1999 in time for 
the Sydney Olympics. 

“We currently train in Hen- 
ley but we’ve always run into 
problems. T.h the wurtef the 
water gets dangerous and in the 
summer the river [TliamesJ be- 
comes too congested,” the two- 
time Olympic gold medallist 
- Matthew Pinsent said. 

“It’s difficult to share the riv- 
er with other users and this fa- 
cility will make our final 
preparations for Sydney a lot 
easier,'” his colleague Steve 
Redgrave said. 


Woodhall buoyed by return 


Boxing 

Richie Woodhall. the former 
European and Commonwealth 
middleweight champion, has 
had a second change of oppo- 
nent for his return to the ring 
in Widnes tonight after an ab- 
sence of 11 months. 

. He will now meet the Amer- 
ican Benice Barber on the un- 
dercard of Robin Reid’s World 
Boring Council super-mid- 
dleweight title defence against 
Hassine Cherifi. 

■ Woodhall had originally been 
lined-up- to face, ffeul Wright, 
from Liverpool, and then the 
American ‘Wayne Hankins, but 
both contests fell through- The 
Thttbrd-based boxer has moved 


up to super-middleweight after 


middleweight champion Keith 
Holmes in his previous bout last 
October- the only defeat of his 
22 fight professional career. 

Woodhall has been out of ac- 
tion since then became of a sec- 
ond elbow 'operation and is 
keen to get back into action and 
restart bis career. He said: “I 
feel happy about my prospects 
after moving up a division and 
joining Frank Warren. 

“It was getting hard to make 
the middleweight limit and I was 
always aware that I would to go- 
ing up a division in my career.. 
I am looking to come back 
with a good win and then sec 
what Lhe future holds.” 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 
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TUESDAYS LATE RESULTS: European 

Undwai CbampfaMMfi Group One 
Denmark 1 CreteiaO. Croup Ms B* 
land 1 Motiwa 0. Grot? Three: Hi£spvy 
2 Ranee 4 Nomay 4 SMtzshnd 
Pour; Sweden 5 Latvia 0. GrooptSbe Sto- 
vatda 0 Ybaatovta 1 . aroup Sawn- San 
MannO 1 Tu«l*y 4. Qroup Gghfc Lifoua- 
rua 0 RepuWc of Iri^tand 1; Romania 4 Ice- 
tand 0. Group Hktte Germany 7 Armenia 
0. European UndW-lS Champton&hto 
MMnarynuid 

0 Yugoslavia 0. Nati onwide RwttJ*; 
[mmrio First Division: Huddersfield 0 
Birmingham 1; Port 2 Smc^xnt L 
Second DMsione Briaof tovenr2 VRtetf 
0; Fulham 2 Ptymcutfi 0: G nmsby P '&* 
0; Northampton 1 Luton 0; Otaham l Pre- 
ston 0. Third Division: Dartejgon 3 
Swansea 2: Exeter 1 Cart* ti Shrews- 
bury 1 Rochdale 0. GM VauxhaO Cen- 
fwrancK Cheltenham 1 fafik L OwerJ. . 

wfl 0: Hertford 2 Ffamborough If 

■s i^s^^sssssst 


3 Choitey 3; Mck- 
rymoor2 Emley 

Eastwood Town 1 


0 (set); Rangers 0 Dundee Utd 1 faetJ. 
Scottish LugueTHnl DMrion: Quean’s 
Park 3 Artauam 2. IMBond League Pre- 
mier Division: Atfreton 0 Altnncham 3; 
Bamber Bridge 1 Leigh RMI 1; Barrow 2 
Accrington Startey 0: BWti Spartans 0 Lan- 
caster 1: Cblwyn B - 
ley 1 Boston Utd 0; 

2. First Division: B 

Congtoton 3 Buxton 

Bradford FA L- Great Harwood l Rustey 
Cefisc 1; Gretna 0 NetherfMd 0; Stods- 
bndge PS 2 Mattock Z'VVTHdey Bay 1 Har- 
fOEHB Town L* Mtmr 2 Droytedan 2; 
wSfengton 0 Whitby 1: Worksoo lTraf- 
fotd 1; Ashton 2 Ftaton 1. Dr M u to ns 
League Premier DiviliOK RothweH 2 
Bromsgrove 0. MMtand Dnistoa: Btete- 
nM 5Ewsham Utd 0: Bracfday 2 Sutton 
Cc*j(teld 0. Southern Division: Trcwtondfti 
2 Hwent 3 . Dr Martens League Cup pre- 
Baanary round second leg: Gloucester 

1 WWBorvsupef'Mwe O; Graslev 2 Tam 


OCanveyts- 


worth lW LMfw Saeoatf 
Meriow5eaito«iaiiar«*aB 

WtMBiaBfe2:6erWBfn5tedlwafton&Hflr- 
sftam 2i Bracknefl 0 Sun on Utd 2; Brom- 
ley 3 Bishop’s Stanford t- C emtoley 2 

St ASxrs 2 feed; ford LM_ 1 Dagyha ni 


Aylesbury 0; Harrow ! 

land 3; Hichlr 2 Wembley t. 

ton 4; Maidenhead Utd 1 Romford 2; 
Statnas 1 Hendqn 8: ThBirw 1 Hcytoidge 
2: Tilbury 0 Bo0wr Re^s 2 feet): Wwen- 
twa O Purflast 2; Wokfipwn 1 Grays O; 
Wtoitiartf 0 Tootifig & Mteham 1; 'faartng 

3 Hemel Hempstead 2. FACartsbargVaae 

iPMwfc Ea&n0ofi Cotefy 
1 Norton & Siocfaon Ancterss 0; OWham 
%wn 3 ThacUay 4; Burscou^i 2 Back- 
Dool Wren Rows 2 (nsptoy Monday): Mrit- 
by Mam 1 Arnold 2; Sransted l East 
Thurrock 2 ChaBont St Peter 4 Ilford 2; 
Hertfbrd 0 RactawU Heath 3: Hornchurch 

4 WeaUstone 5 feed; ChnstchurchOSarid- 
hurst 2; GtapweH 1 Hall Road 3; Gtossop 
North End 2 Vauxhefl GM-4 (aet); PErshore 
3 WMngfiomugi Ar. Shrfnal 0 Wednesfield 
7; Bramoue 6 Btt&ssBmea 1; HanweS 2 
Hartow Z Safldean 2 Tlwe Bridges 5; 
Folkestone UMCtt 3 East Preston 1: 
Pa^iam 2 Redhfll 4 taet). North West 
Counties Laagtae first VfAttoK Utter- 
ton Ccffleries 1 Presort Cetfes2; Hasflflg- 
denlMcssfeyl; HoBar Old Boys 2 Salford 
2, itamngttm 3 Ktisgrrve l: Newcastle . 
Tbwn 2 Nanwteh Town L Postponaifc 
Malm Ftoad v Chadderwn. Jenson East 
am league Premier Division: Qy 3 Sud- 
buryTbMi 1: Hlston 5Soham V. Wartwja 

lhtowrnarkotOlVkiOdbfldgsSBurytbwTi 
0. UngBt Suasw iMgtm Hret DMefare 
Wck5S^0;WWtehaw*iRSneneri. 


BitfflfflU 

AMERICAN IEAGLE: DarW 4 Teas 0; caJara 

5 Mmnuaia 1; Now Yorh YantoeaB Boann 6: 
Baferae 9 Cteidend a Tororao 2 Anahern 0; 
Ctecaco V«ue S» a MMBitoe U Saante 4 
Kansas Cuv 3 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Onnennad 5 Oucago 
Qjfcs ?: MontfPai 5 p*wxwh 4: ftdMap>ta l 
Now York MetsO-, Houston f Cowsasa 4; nanra 
4 U» Ang^ss 3: San Oeffi 7 Rtnoa ft St Lous 

6 San Ranc&oa 3. 

Boxhtg 

HW*ESS»NAI. PROMOTION (Vark JtaJLBoth- 
ne* M wettaiweJ*c H Dh#- 

m (Oavesendl bt H C*M« (WMeyi pis. 6-rt 
M hiHBMdlerw uiaMi MTan tHam») aiC Pnaock 
©bfjMMthj at sth. len^rtofwrteiic D 
Jemea (J*»raar1«« bt P NW«nc*t ftVcs.sJAf.y: 
PU. lCLnl ReVwaVU; C Dunne (Vtrtta«y) M A 
Boaiwiriflr u i U i a n mw ilisrSaLGrdaupe rrid 
dtamwa: E *ngt (A»*bO bt G TbwnwndlHat 
£*wn) rsl BDOh. 

Cricket 

Oourtney Walsh, captain of West indies, 
will return for Gloucestershire next 
season as their overseas playet He will 
replace the Tbsmanian ati-rounder 
Shaun Mxmg who is coming to the end 
of his one-year contract Walsh will not 
be returning as county captain. That po- 
sition win continue to be held by Mark 
Afleyne. 


Mm O'Hara League Cope Snorenem 2 
Wiihdean 1; DrnehampJon 4 SoutfiwicK 1 . 
Jaweon Wessex League Fast DMskm: 
Lymington 1 East Cowes Vice. 0; 
Bournemouth 3 Thateftam 14 Ryde Sports 

1 Portsmouth rn 5. Amott Insmnee 
Northern League Cup First round: Al- 
nwick 1 Whekhani 1 faeCAtawfcfc won 6 - 
5 on penalties!; Mareke 2 Crook 1. 
Interfink Expreu MkRaad ABaoce: 
Btoauch 2 BarweA 1 ; Bridgponh 1 Rushall 
Olympic 0: Kmpasiey Wctona 1 Peteafl V3- 
ta 1: Sandnefl Borough 2 Cfiosotown 0; 

Strutted 0 Oldbury fc W 8 enhall 2 Hale- 
eowen 0. Northern Counties East 
League Premier DMskm: Annthorpe 
Wdfere 0 Ecdeshd 2; Curaon Ashton 0 
Bngg 5; DenaDy 1 SheWield 2 ; 
GlasshougKon WWare 2 HatWd Mam l; 
North Femby 3 Peterm* 0; 0$$ett Atoton 

0 Haflam 0: Selby 0 Pontefract Gois L 
Postponed: HucknaM v LBrnwriK. I fta&ift 
of Wales: Inter Cette-Tel Cardiff 3 Haver- 
temwsj 0; Newtcwn 1 Cwmbrer 2, mryf 

2 Caernarfon "town 1; HXal Netiwrk So- 
lutiore Usnsantffrad 1 Cemaes^ Yi*s Mon 

1 Harp Lager National LeMre of Ire- 


land CupPlajKtffc Galw^i UB 0 Home 
onZWtt 




nnonnn bbbbbo 


i 

27 

i 

29 

30 

31 

2 

2 

i 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

i 

f 

2 

2 



5 

34 

35 

36 

37 

36 

39 

40 


43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 


1 

1 

1 

i 

2 

2 

2 


3J3 

1 



i 

1 

i 

1 


2 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

3 

Bi 

S 

1 

1 

1 

t 

0 

t 



FarmEverton 

C*4> Finat LiriflekJ 1 Qerajyen 0 (a£ W«f- 
sor Part. BellasiJ. PttirtnsUagiiBPre- 
mter Division: Derby 1 fieitonL SflOMld 
DMsioK SteftaW Utd 2 Bamdey O.Thnl 
Division: Scarborou^i 1 Newcastie Unit- 
ed 1. Amo bmeence Combtoatimi Fitst 
DMsMe ArcerBi 0 Southampton 2; Crys- 
tal Palace 4 Brighton 0; Mlllwall 0 
Ptwsmoum a vtteo lJJMbnf L 


Roda JC Rertoaile 0 votendam 2: fljax 

RKC WaaMiJk 0. 


Cycling 

TOUR OF SPAM FWi stags (23(LBkm043L4 
non, Jens da la hramwe to MelaiM teed- 
lug poeWcxiElMWuffltGert Lone 3hr43rrm 
27sec: 2 G Ranwxk pu Btefictatot; 3 A Edo 
(Sp) Kdme; 4 Al di Basco no Saeco; suai 
Bb«t DFr) ONCE: * J WwnBr IGerj Hefln: 7 S 
TeutBAbeig (Ger) US Postal B S Schtewna (It) 
Asks; 9 M von Hses«if( iNettf] Rabobenk; 10 
LMdaefcen (Den) TVM: 11 Lvan Bon (Neift) 
Itebobank; l2VLeuanols(FnGAN;a2SZBrt- 
n On *ftpet S4 J CMs Don«na« Opr Kermec 
15 F Munoz (Coh Hms 16 S Bertha (Fn Cad- 
no: 17 R Lupe«s ami) US Rmat IB C CSanm 
m &esdaJaC IS M PiccoK To Bresootec 20 
F Gud W Schsio ti sme tone. OrnmH stand- 
ings lMfctaefcen24tirl2rTwi3&sec; 2 Gu- 
di 42sec; 3 E Anama (Sp) Estepona +a 4 
Jatohert +U;5CCWappuocr (ID Aacssame 
nme:6ACanzorMn|]D5aeco +14; 7 M Bet- 
tin IBJ Rata +16; 8 F Oerem (Sp) Estepona 
+ 17; 9 CMoler (Den) Estepona: 10 S Bolero 
(Co(l Keteie same erne; 11 Lettenob +21; 12 
AOtono (Sp)BaneatD?13H Petito (It) Saeco; 
14 P indurate (SpJ BanestK 15 M Mawi (Spi 
CWCE; 18 1 Alum ISp) EusKaJel; 17 F Escarm 
(Sp) KebDK 18 G Gonrn lit) AKh 19 M Ser 
rano(Sp) Kelme; 20 L Dufam (Swit) LOTUS al 
same (me. 

Ehrn^s In sport 

In a survey at 700 Japanese athletes 
training tor the Olympics. 18 said they 
have used banned drugs. Japanese 
newspapers reported yesterday the na- 
tional newspaper Yomiuri said 13 
replied that they had used a stimulant 
tour had used a diuretic and one had 
taken a muscle-budding drug. AH replies 
were anonymous. The survey was con- 
ducted to help work out measures 
against use of pertomrance-erhandng 
drugs. 

Football 

Alex FergMson, manager of Manches- 
ter United, has agreed to send a fufl- 
strengih team in Maine Road to play 
Manchester City on Sunday 5 October 
for the testimonial of Ffeui Lake, thefbr- 

mer Manchester City mkffteWer whose 
career was ended earty by Injury. 

The former State Ctty manager Alan Dur- 
ban is gang back to the Ftottsnes'dub 
as No 2 to tha current manager. Chic 
Bates. 

Wolves are confident of beating Sun- 
derland and Brentfaiti to sign suiter Ja- 
son Roberts, the 19-year-old cousm of 
C^rie ftegts, after a^eetag a £200,000 
fee with the Vbuxhsff Conference club 
Hayes. 

Btantngham City's long pursuit of Port 
Vale's Jon McCarthy ended last 
when the dubs agreed a £L5m feet 
the Northern Ireland winger. The deal 
equals Ewmtagham’s record outlay and 
beets the highest sun recemd by the 
Potteries dub. McCarthy, once gwan a 
fine transfer by Hartlepool, cost Vate 
£450,000 from TfeA two yearn ago. An- 
other BJrmtogham the WMes mid* 

fielder John Robinson, e staying with 
Chartton after Trew Francis* £lm bid 
was rejected- 


Goff 

BfEtTS AMATEUR HOME INTERNATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP (Bumf!*™ and Barrow, 
Somsrurt}: {Eng iihmi firetj: Foursomes: 
En0and Ah WalM ^ A VVanwmgW end R WM- 
bank txA«d with D Path and J DonaMson; G 
WoWenhohne and i Rose.H V Taylor and N 
Edwards 1 hole: C Etwartts and S Phiipson 
M R Puce and 0 Putite 2 hues; Al Reynard 
and L Donald bt M FWanson and I Campbell 
■ 1 hole: M Bladsy and P Rowe ht M Smnri and 
C Rees 4 and 3. Stets England 0 wares 
4, wamwnghl halved wah Donaldson, Rose 
halved wth Taytar. R Dudk lost to Park 4 and 
3, C Edwards ts N Edwards one hue. WaB- 
bank taet to D Hams 2 and 1. Donald « PiiK- 
ngjon 2 and J, Reynard lost to Pnce 4 and 
2. Rone bt CampbeB 2 and 1. 8tacl«ey bt Smdi 

2 and t WUstenholme bt Raes 3 and Z Match 
mwlb England 10*, Woles 4S. 
betand 3 Seottend 2 (hi names ftw): Foi»- 
somes: i Fanapan & N Fas U G ftuwm £ C 
Wasson 2 and L K Kearney & J Mums M G 
Lowson & S Home one hue. G McGunpeeyA 
B One&a MGFW4L Ke«y 3 and 2. A Ator- 
iw & D Dunne lost 10 A Farmer & A Tumbril 

3 and 1, E Power fi P Gribben Iasi to S Madten- 
oe&D Patrick 5 and 4. 

Rugby Union 

Stuart Dawes. Swansea's Welsh in- 
ternational forward, is likely to miss his 
duo's European campa®i after suffering 
a broken bone in he hand. Davies, 
capped 15 times, had recovered from 
a shoulder problem but damaged the 
hand playing against Bath seconds and 
will be out for about four weeks. 
SCOTLAND INTERNATIONAL SQUAD (Train- 
ing teatan on 17 and 24 September): 
Bocks (30): FUMMckK H Bftmocr iHenufs 
m: D I4M (tendon Scottish) R Shephard Atel- 
rosei. Wingers: J Craig (West at Scotland): 
C Glasgow (Honors FP1: C Joiner i Laoesiert; 
K Lngon (Kbepsh S LongrodT IDundee HSFPL 
A McLean iBorou^vrxjr'; A Stengor (Hbs- 
ickj; D Start! vGlasgnur Hawks'. Contras: R 
Ertissta (London Scottish); S Hastings 
(Whesonanu; I Jenflna (Siring Courty*; j ilw- 
or (Warsonana): C Murray (teav*); S Wcbol 
(Mehwe); G SMei [Mdrosci, A Ten >ivew- 
caadej. Udtey bade I FUrioy (fvooj. n(y. 
halves: C Chatters (Melrose); D Hodge 
(Wtesonera); G Townsend (Nonnamuror:); S 
Welsh (Hamcfo. Senm-hahras: a Arm- 
etrong (Newcasdel; Q D ewertd g o ‘Borou^v 
miar): G Boms iWetsoniansi; A Mori (Sam): 
D Pott orten (Henot's FPi: B Redpoth (Md- 
noset. Forwards 131): Hookats: 8 Brotinr- 
stm [Meirosol; G Bdkxh Wteldf ScoQand); 
D Q8s (Curriel; W Hoslett (Edmbur^i Acad- 

artveris); J Htv (Hawick). Prspe M Browne 
tMrtosei; e Gnhui (Newcastle): D Haton 
lBsth);GMelMiBm (Glasgow Hants]; SPen- 
Odu (Bomughmurt; T&»8h(IXiraiseliSFP l l; 
B Stewart (Ettthuigi Acaoanvcalsi; M Stew- 
art vNorthamplwi); A WaU iCumei; P Wright 
West of Scoaand). Locks: s Canwbsa 
(Dundee HSFP); SOirnssiMemKe): A Lack- 
ing (Curie); S Murray (Bedford); a Reed 
(Wasps); G WWr (Newcastle). Back Row: 0 
Hockbert ©nrimaCountyi; C Hogg iMetcaec 
S Koines (tendon Scornsh); C Mattnr 
(Mnsortans); E Feosra (Bam); S Meld ffior- 
ou^itw); I Sinclair (Watsonans); I Smith 
(Mossieyl; R Wiimiwwa iDumfoo HSFP); P 
Whiten (Newcastie). 

ttJESaAVSLATE RESULJ&: European Con- 
torence Pool D (Oohray): Connacht 43 
Nanhamften 33. SRULao^n Trophy Group 
A: Eduttui0i Acads 45 Mu5setesBh 17. pun 
Match: Bm^wteer 21 OoucoBter 39. 


Referee 
‘loan’ too 
long ago 
for action 

CATHERINE RILEY 


European football's governing 
both'. Uefa. is to lake no action 
against Anduriecbt, despile the 
duh's chainnan admitting he 
made a £ 20.000 payment to the 
referee of the amiroverKia] 19S4 
Uefa Cup match ugttinsl Not- 
tingham Forest. 

Uefa said they had decided 
not to seek sanctions against the 
Belgian dub on the basis of a 
ltt-yeur statute of limitations. 
Their disdplinaty rules require 
that allegations of misotnducl 
are li/nifcd to one year for in- 
cidents on the pitch and Wycnrc 
for everything eLse. 

Robbie Fowler has suffered 
a setback in his recovery from 
a knee injury after taking a 
knock on it in training. but Liv- 
erpool have been lifted by the 
news th;il Jamie Redknapp’s 
comeback from a broken ankle 
is ahead of schedule. 

Another player making a 
swift recovery & Teddy Sner- 
ingham, who'is hoping to play 
in~Manchestcr United's Champ- 
ions' League game next week. 
The striker, out of England's 
World Cup qualifying mutch 
with a rib injury, said yesterday 
he may even play m Saturday's 
.game against West Ham. 

“If I make a miraculous re- 
covery I might to fit for Satur- 
day. The ribs are not as had as 
they were. It was only bruising. 
When I reported for England 
duty they sent me tor a hone 
scan and as a precaution sent 
me home." Sheringham said. 

Gudni Bergsson. lhe Iceland 
captain, is hack at Bolton after 
he pulled out of his country's 
World Cup qualifier against 
Romania last night after a row 
over travel arrangements. 

The defender wanted to fly 
straight Hack to Britain after the 
came in Bucharest, but the 
Icelandic FA told him he had 
to return to Iceland first, which 
would have meant he would not 
have been able to join up with 
the Bolton squad untfl Friday 
-just over 24 hours before their 
match against Arsenal al High- 
bury. 

Wolves' multi-millionaire 
owner. Sir Jack Hayward, has 
carried out his ihreat to lake a 
more hands-on role aL the club 
by taking over as chairman 
from his son, Jonathan. 

Sir Jack appeared to criticise 
both his son and manager Mark 
McGhee at the end of last sea- 
son. when he referred to “a slop- 
pily-run dub" and the actions 
that went on between chairman 
and manager to persuade him 
to splash out yet more money 
on new players. 

Diego Maradona yesterday 
declared his intention to play for 
Boca Juniors in Sunday’s Ar- 
gentinian League match against 
Newell’s Old Boys after having 
his temporary drugs ban lifted. 
The 36-year-old was cleared to 
play again when a judge decid- 
ed to make sure that the urine 
sample which provided the pos- 
itive drugs lest really came 
from Maradona. 


Snooker 

REGAL MASTERS QUALFYING TOURNAMENT 
(Stfcting) SeraMtaat T Drago (Mattai bi D Tay- 
lot (GUI 5-3, 

Swimming 

Gentian authorities sard yesterday they 
had dismissed a leading coach after re- 
ceiving information he had worked as 
an roformer for communist East Ger- 
many's Stas) secret police, liwe Neu- 
mann was sacked by his employer, the 
Olympic Support Centra In Leipzig, af- 
ter offloats examined Stas) files. 

Tennis 

Jrn Pierce, me controversial coach and 
father of Mary FYree. of France, will be 
aOowed back to WTA four matches neat 
year following a four-year ban tor abu- 
sive behaviour. Anne Person Worcester: 
chief executive officer of the WTA Tour, 
announced yesterday that the tour's gw- 
eming board had deoded to permit 
Pierce to attend matches of players he 
coaches. Pierce, whose daugitpr filed 
severe) restraining orders against turn, 
was banished by the WTA tor a series 
of disruptions that included punching 
3 spectator. 

MARBELLA OPEN MEN'S TOURNAMENT 
(Spain) Stages, aeeond round: K Aten iMnn 
bt Md Quca iGnrt 4^6-3 7-5: D HrtwrrlSto- 
ioki M A demerit 'Fjj &-4 6-4; F Roc. (Sp) m 
A Penan t5p) &-) 6-S: J Dke iSpj bt D Sjps- 
1«Tl IGB) 5-3 6-1; □ 5caia (B) bt 0 Detanro 
(Fr/ 7-6 6-1. 

SAMSUNG WEN MEN'S TOURNAMENT 
(Boumaooutli) Singles, that round: G 
Rusedski IGBI W A Moran (Spl 6-3 4-6 &2. 
Sacond round: F MantiOa iSpi M C Wi&arv 
sen (GBI 6-362. CMc^aiSp)«DVaiSdiep- 
pincen (Nethi 6-1 6-3; M Ondrusta (SA1 M 
M Madagnn iGBi 6-1 3-6 7-S. 

PflESDENTS CUP MEN'S TOURNAMENT 
(iraahhMi. Uzbek) Sfogtaa. first round: N 
Walgreen <lsri bi CCorora (HI 6-s &?. Sec- 
ond round: t Sanehei (Sp> bi A Pavrf iFtami 
&?6-0: T Herman iGS) MA Volte* (Rus< & 
3 6-3; V Spadeo (Usi K £ fan isn 7 5 6-7 
6-3. 

ATP TOUR RANKINGS: 1 p Samwas l LSI 
4.585ots: 2 M Chang lUSi 3.442: 3 p Rnflet 
Wu 5) 2.889; 4 Y Kafelratua (Riel 2.603: S C 
Moya (Sp) 2.449: fi T Muster (Aut) 2,357; 7 
SBiuBUOaiSp)2J57;8Mao5(0*l2322; 
BG harwMC iCroaj 2^*91; UACorrutn tSpj 
2.284; 10. G Rusedski iGBi 2.235: 12 G 
huenai i&j 2230, 33 J Bpihman 

14 F Mamda iSp) 1.966; 15 T Enqvra (Sr-i 
LS83: 18 P huala (Cj R»i 1*180: 17 B Bode- 
w iG»i 0.918; 18 R h/cTn+ :Nwfi) 3.903; 
19 A Comb iSpi 1,603. 28 T Henman iGBi 
3*539: 

WTA TOUR RANKINGS: 1 M hOnfiB (Sait) 
B855.0D00pis: 2 J Novotna iC; Rcpi 
3577.0000: 3 M Setts <US) 3482.0083: 4 1 
Men* iCroa) 334L5000: fi L Deverowt (US) 
3120.0000, 6 A Coeber ISA) 278&2000; 7 
A Huber (Gcri 2505.4188; 8 M hur» (Fr) 
24580000:9 1 sprfoe (Romi 2235.7760; 10 
A Sanchez Vicano iSpi 2166.7883; 11 C Mar- 
me (Sp) 2138.2206- 12 M J Fcmancb! iLlSi 
19020000; 13 S Graf (Got) 1783.0000; 14 
S Tested iFri 1733^000; 15 B SdUtz-Mc- 
Carthv 9km 1670073® 16ROae»w (Ffomj 
lJOb.SOOO; 17 B PaUfoS (AuU 1506.2813; 

15 K Pa (US) 1424JOOOO: 18 S Appetmana 
(Bell V379TXXX); 20 K Hateudoni (Sbwfa) 
12832182. MO S Smith (G81 280.0000. 
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Race for the title 

County Championship 
reports, page 24 
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Hero’s return I* 

John Roberts on « 
Greg Rusedski, page 22 wJn 




WORLD CUP FOOTBALL Hopes for a grand finale from Hamilton’s men fade with ignominious defeat at hands of Albanians 

No satisfaction for Northern Ireland 


Football 


SIMON MULLOCK 
reports from Zurich 
Albania 

Northern Ireland 



Northern Ireland's World Cup 
campaign went from bad to 
worse yesterday when a goal by 
Aida Haxb i consigned them to 
defeat against an Albanian side 
obliged to play their “home" 
games away. 

Last month's defeat by Ger- 
many put paid to Northern Ire- 
land's hopes of reaching the 
finals in France, but they still 
have their seeding for the 2000 
European Championships to 
worry about. Bryan Hamilton 
was hoping his side would fin- 
ish ahead of .Armenia in Group 
Nine, but that could now be a 
struggle. 

The 69th -minute strike by 
Haxhi. a 22-year-old midfielder 
who plays his club football in 
Greece, means that the Irish 
could well have to win in Por- 
tugal next month to have a 


chance of overhauling Armenia. 
It was Albania’s first victory 


It was Albania’s first victory 
over Northern Ireland in eight 
attempts and their first of the 
qualifying campaign, but it was 
hilly deserved. Forced to play in 
Switzerland because of contin- 
ued civil unrest at home, they re- 
sponded to noisy support from 
2,600 fans, part of a substantial 
Albanian community here. 

Igli Tare muscling his way past 
Pat McGibbon within 30 sec- 
onds of the start only to shoot 
over. Then Bledar Kola, the 
scorer of two penalties against 
Germany in April, cut in and hit 
a low, 20-vard drive past Tom- 
my Wright, but it fizzed wide. 

Northern Ireland should have 
taken the lead when Tam Dowie 
flicked on Steve Lomas’ comer 
only for Keith Gillespie to pull 
bis effort wide from barely 10 
yards. But it was a nervous start 
by Hamilton's men. not surpris- 
ing since injuries and suspension 
forced the manager to make six 
changes to the side beaten in 
Germany last month. - includ- 
ing the’ inexperienced pair 


/ C*v*Ti «J •!»] i H i !« I ! 1 1 « v »CT«T i iTT 


Their frustration showed 
when James Guinn was booked 
for a 2tst-minute lunge at Aijan 
Peco and McGibbon followed 
suit six minutes later for a trip on 
Tare. Dowie did lift Irish spirits 
by heading another long Lomas 
throw- against the post, but the 
West Ham man was ruled to have 
fouled Aijan Xiiumba. Peco 
then became the third man to be 
booked in the space of nine min- 
utes for tripping Lomas. 

It took a fine save from 
Wright, diving low to his right, 
to keep the scores level when 
Tare Fired in a lew drive after 
swapping passes with Peco. 

It was tough rearguard action 
for Northern Ireland, bur they 
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Northern Ireland^ Keith Gillespie is challenged from behind by Altin Haxhi, of Albania, m the World Cap qualifier In Zurich yesterday 


Photograph: Reuter 


broke and should have gone 
ahead on the stroke of half-time 
when Lomas, captaining the 
side for the first time, failed to 
keep a close-range header 
down. 

Hamilton made a positive 
switch at the break, bringing on 
Manchester United’s Philip 


Muliyne to support Dowie and 
Quinn up front in place of Kei- 
th Rowland, but the Irish were 
soon on the back foot again as 
Wright twice saved from Kola- 
Tbe Irish responded when 
Gillespie crossed dangerously 
only for the Albanian goal- 
keeper, Foto Strakosha, to beat 


Lomas to the ball with a firing 
punch to dear the danger.’ Al- 
bania came again when Rudi 
\feta, the former Celtic player, 
carried the ball from defence 
and released Alban Bushaj with 
a fine pass, but the midfielder 
to shot over. 

Albania finally went ahead af- 


ter 69 minutes when Colin 
Hill's dearance fell to Haxhi 20 
yards out. His shot beat Wright 
and went in off the post. 

Horiock forced a fine save 
from Strakosha with a long- 
range blast, but at the other end 
Wright saved twice and Hill's 
tackle thwarted Albania again. 


AUMNM: SOT l— l i« (flmetWJ: Tbto M an 
Tirana}, Sbafca (Apcflon Attend, TQanba (Her- 


atfs), RVutmlAocAn unmoO, Fatal (Rww- 1 

Kota (PanMMnafcjs). tataH tlp ufa i Wwfrlta* 
iRwaa DftBtattfl. Mta tulw: Btac |HWI 
fcr Kan. 66. ItaO Dtaanoo KnaU ferPtao. 65- 


taMOO Knai) far Peco. 65- 
rtftMrt WanrttawOMc 
i tottWora). Wc«fi*>0* 


Ml (natat»0.ta«a <Si Jwwtone). MeOMmi 
(Mgri. —Hi (NaacmM. Raatand IMst 
Ham), HcrtocX (Ma rxheaw OM, I wit (West 
Moil, (ton nwm «W*» (BfactawO. Daria 
inrin i Tint miriiWtiif tirfififiirn rrrhrj *r 
QJrn. 76. ■MqmtManctes'Br UaD tar Rtand. 
IK. Sonnar Opwncft) far Lemon, 83. 

Mna R Wfappi Oinawboitfe- 


■ Italy were held to a goalless 
draw by Georgia in Tbilisi in 
their World Cup qualifying 
group two match yesterday. 
Italy's Roberto Di Matteo was 
shown the yellow card, which 
will rule the Chelsea midfield- 
er out of the final qualifying 
game against Eng lan d. 


■ Bulgaria became the lOtb 
country to qualify for next year’s 
World Cup finals in France 
when they beat Russia 1-0 in 
Sofia yesterday to establish a a 
unassailable four-point lead 
over the Russians in group five 
with one match to play. Trifori 
Ivanov scored the only goaUK 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


Graham makes vow to 
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Wednesday’s solution 
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emulate Ferguson 


ACROSS 

7 Leaden roofs half 
stripped for strawy cov- 
erfsV 

9 Advance and attack (6) 

10 Gentle soul, keeping 
right away from herd 
C4T 


11 Slw from NE felt 
hard and gusty (4-6) 

12 The Italian’s in grip of 
high, still (6) 

14 Flutters put on hun- 
dred handicaps (S) 

15 Fervent for gold in 
turning earth (6) 

17 Birds. mcluding'Eng- 
lish rooks (6) 

20 Mind? Having hospital 
room about to discon- 
tinue? (8) 


22 Like a meal? (6) 

23 lines (American) in 
sporting attire, for in- 
stance flQ) 

24 Play a Greek character 

25 & out an alien post 

26 Mastic netting (8) 

DOWN 

1 Settler for part of gut is 
beginning to tranqufl- 
lise (8) 

2 Competent bead’s quit 
board (4) 

3 Attack absorbing the 
French shot (6) 

4 Rather blue — not en- 
tirely proper (S) 

5 GP? (5 



6 Fly, note, in flower 
cluster (6) 

8 Study misled Dia- 
monds (6) 

13 Crack producer? (10) 

16 Incense has guttering 
trait, coated with wax 
( 8 ) 

18 Income, reportedly 
small in analysis (8) 

19 Uncomfortably wfet, 


George Graham yesterday 
spelled out his mission to turn 
Leeds into Premiership winners 
quieter than Alex Ferguson at 
Manchester United. 

Ferguson took more than 
thrift years and a lot of flak be- 
fore finally delivering his first 
piece of silverware - tte FA Cup 
-and it took him almost seven 
years to capture the League ti- 
tle the Old Ttaffbrd faithful had 
cravedsmcethecfaysofSirMatt 

Busby in the 1960s. 

Now, exactly a year after 
taking over the Ell and Road 
hot-seat following the sacking 
of Howard Wilkinson, Graham 
is hoping for a rapid change in 
Leeds’ wavering fortunes. 

A promising start has been 
rapidly undone with a hat-trick 
of defeats, although Graham has 
the backing of the Caspian 
board to carry on with has spend- 
ing spree in a bid to turn Leeds 
into title contenders again. 

Graham has spent just under 
£10m on nine players during his 


12 months in charge and yes- 
terday promised the Leeds fans 
he will get it right and deliver 
the success they deserve. 

He said: “The most success- 
ful manager m Britain over the 
last two decades, Alex Bsigusoa, 
took three years to get it right 
That was with players coming in 
and players going out, named 
players, big reputations. I hope 
it doesn’t take me three years. 
Whether I get that or not I don’t 
know, t only know I will work 
as hard as I can.” 

Graham added : “I have 
brought in nine players and, 
with some kids coming through 
on the verge of the fust team, 
the combination of them both 
means it’s going to take tune. 

“I would like it to happen to- 
day, the fans would Like it to 
happen today, but IVe been in 
thsgameTong enough to realise 
there’s not going to be auto- 
matic success. It takes time. 

“You’ve got to go through 
some painful experiences and 


some criticisms, but lean assure 
the fans there are a lotof pos- 
itive things going on and I think 
it wfll eventually happen,” 

The Leeds chairman Peter 
Ridsdale has vowed the dub will 
do everything in its power “to 
deliver the funds he needs” to 
ensure Leeds can follow up then- 
title success of 1992 sooner 
rather than later. 

Graham admits he is still 
scouring the transfer market, 
adding: “I am continually look- 
ing. I’ve got to make sure the 


ity type of player that Pm after. 

“t think in the past we have 
signed named players, but in my 
opinion they were probably just 
a shortterm fix. I'm 'looking for 
players that would come in and 
be proud to wear the Leeds 
United shirt, rather than just for 
the financial rewards." 

The. 52-year-old Scot’s im- 
mediate goal is a place in the top 
six this season and qualification 
for Europe. 


Barnes shines in the reserves 


say? (6) 

21 Trendy ‘Ring’ mount- 
ed, set with embellish- 
ments (6) 

22 Tentacle of fish caught 
in frondy plant, almost 

24 Someone's daughter 
embraced by lad (4) 


John Barnes turned in a 
sparkling show in a Newcastle 
united reserves game against 
Scarborough in front of barely 
2JXW spectators last night to sig- 
nal he is ready to mate his full 
Newcastle debuu possibly on 
Saturday. 'With David Batty - 
away on England duty— out of 
Saturday’s visit of Wimbledon 
because of suspension, Barnes’ 
performance demonstrated he 
is ready to return to the Pre- 


miership limelight. 

Barnes scored a superb goal 
at the McCain Stadium, Scar- 
borough as the Magpies’ drew 
1-1 wife their opponents, bur 
whatwdseven more impressive 
was his aU-rbond form. 
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The 33-year-old midfielder 
said: “I am reaefy to play for fee 
first team now. And 1 am hop- 
ing to play on Saturday. But nat- 
urally it is up to fee manager. I 
know the only way I am going 
to get fit is by playing matches, 
be it in fee first team, the re- 
serves or just in training. I 
know I have got to continue to 
catch up after not playing for 
three weeks when I joined them 
and then picking up an Injury 
when I got here which kept me 
out for a few days.T . 

In possession on over 40 oc- 
casions he gave the bad sway 
onfy four times and, on each of 


with a deft pass lifted over the 
home defence. 

Darren Peacock, also w inning 
his battle to regain fitness, said 
of Barnes: “He is a qualify per- 
former and I don’t think he has 
lost anything in ability. You 
know that if you give him the 
bait in whatever position on the 
pitch, he seems to find space. 
He is a great signing and on last 
night’s performance would let 
no one down. He still has all the 
ability in the world. His touch 
is outstanding.” 

Barn e s ' goal, curled superbly 
from the edge of the Scarbor- 


tbese occasions, he was trying 
to pat a team-mate in on. goal 


ough penalty box; showed he 
still has the ability to find soace 


still has the ability to find space 
and to finish with precision. 
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